
TUB 


ORIENTAL ANNUAL; 

CONTAINING A SERIES OF 

®aks, f^istoncal ^Jlomantes; 

BY 

THOMAS BACON, Esq., F.S.A., 

Aunion OK ** yinsr i«ki;es>ions, and stuuiks >noM .natujik in himhbtan," 

FrCt l-TC. 

WiTH 

ENGRAVINGS BY W. AND E. FINDEN, 

rnoM 

SKETCHES BY THE AUTHOR; 

AND 

CAPTAIN MEADOWS TAYLOR, 

OK THU anRviCE ok nis ttiotisnss thk ikah. 

■■^Ao y-i r, 

LONDON : 

CHARLES TILT, FLEET , ST RE ET. 

1840. 







IflSDON ■ 


r’lr tiUKF^> 



ADDRESS. 


The “ fearful boldness ” with which the 
Author committed the last (his first) Volume 
of The Oriext.vu Annual to publication, has 
been changed to comfortable confidence by the 
indulgent and veiy handsome encouragement 
bestowed upon him, on all sides. He expects, 

A 

too, increased favour from the co-operation of 
Ins talented friend. Captain Meadows Tatlor, 
who has assisted him, not only with his beautiful 
Sketches, but also with valuable Notes upon 
parts of India into which the Author had not 
travelled. T. B. 
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ORIENTAL ANNUAL. 


PENKONDA. 

No scape of Nature, no distempered da)", 

No common ■wind, no custonied event. 

But they W’ill pluck away his natural cause, 

And call them meteors, prodigies, and signs, 

Abortives, presages, and tongues of heaven. 

KING JOHN. 

In tlie chain of rocky hills which form the north- 
east frontier of the kingdom of Mysore thcjre is a 
droog or fortified hill, called Penkonda, remarkable 
for the boldness of its form and the picturesque 
beauty of its formation. It is not a little celebrated 
in the histories of the Mysore and Dckkan dynasties, 
and contains many fine memorials of their former 
grandeur. Dilapidated palaces and other architec- 
tural remains, both Moslem and Hindoo, are there 
thrown together in strange confusion ; and, in some 
instances, the most grotesque mixtures of these in- 
congruous styles are found in the same structure, 
the place having passed from the possession of 
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one power to the other, as each alternately rose 
and declined. 

An ancient palace, called the Ghugun Mahal, 
exhibits some curious tokens of these reverses. The 
basement is of plain massive Hindoo construction 
and of great antiquity, coeval apparently with some 
temples of Mahadeo which stand near it. The next 
«tory is of more recent date, and is built in the best 
style of Mohummedan architecture, elaborately orna- 
mented, as if the builders had deshed that it should 
form as forcible a contrast as possible with the 
Hindoo workmanship. Since its erection, again, it 
is apparent that attempts have been made by the 
Hindoos to alter the Moslem devices into something 
which should better assimilate with their own work ; 
the very cupolas have been surmounted with in- 
elegant pyramidical roofs, and a beautiful Saracenic 
screen, carved in white marble, has been mutilated, 
and in part replaced by some miserable representa- 
tions of dragons, and other grotesque fabulous 
monsters — ^poor substitutes for the delicate flowers 
and intricate arabesques, of which a few specimens 
still remain. 

There is, perhaps, but one considerable bixilding in 
the place which has escaped these motley trans- 
formations, and that is by far the most ancient of 
all. It is the Sunkul-Boorjh, a liigh irregular 
bastion near the Avestern gate of the fortress, a view 
of Avhich is given in the vignette upon the title-page 
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of tliis volume. It is said to have been built more 
than a thousand years since, but the Hindoos affinn 
that Krishna, having taken it into especial favour, 
ha's preserved it throughout from the depredations of 
time, no less than the attacks of the Mohummedans. 
It must formerly have stood vpithout the fortifica- 
tions, and was probably used as a monastery, being 
laid out in a series of small cells, most miserably 
dark and dreary, fit only for the habitation of 
ascetics, or I'eptiles, and Ihoots.'^' 

The gateway shown in the dr^ ing, near the 
salient angle of the lower rampark^i also of Hindoo 
origin ; though here, too, the omcious handiwork of 
the Moslems is conspicuous, the venerable pile being 
overlaid with a complication of Saracenic decora- 
tions, in lamentable discordance with the solemn 
style of its architecture. Having been once a grand 
hnpressive structure, it now presents a ludicrous 
laughing-crying effect, not at all unlikely to impose 
a fit of hysterics upon any lady beholder of common 
ansceptibiUty. It is •unquestionably more aneient 
than the surrounding ramparts ; although, it is 
impossible to assign an exact date to any building 
in Penkonda, owing to the deficiency of antiquai-ian 
statistical lore among the inhabitants, who acknow- 
ledge a decided preference for the mystic vagaries of 

* A family of the spirits of darkness, delighting in pesti- 
lential vaults, damp-stained, and honey-comhed by the tooth of 
time. 
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tradition over the precise truths of history, hfo 
better evidence of this predilection could be given 
than their eagerness to relate to every enquiring 
visitor their favoui’ite •• 

e. 

LEGEND OF FAKHIR-TJD-DEEN, 

which very ingeniously, to say the least of it, 
accounts for that strange admixture of the Mohum- 
medan and Hindoo orders of architecture, from -which 
the city derives so peculiar a character. I shall teU 
the tale, as nearly as possible, in the words of the 
narrators. 

In the early part of the thirteenth century, these 
provinces, which were then m the highest state of 
agricultural and commercial prosperity, were invaded 
by the enterprising and insatiable Moguls. The 
Hindoo sovereign, Hari Raial, who held his court at 
Viziemuggur, was attacked and driven from his 
capital; and, retreating -with a few followers for 
several days, while the enemy were engaged in 
pUlaging his treasures, he escaped unnoticed to a 
remote mountain. Finding the place almost im- 
pregnable by nature, he speedily built and fortified a 
city, which was considered capable of setting at 
defiance all the military skill and power of the 
invaders. In this spot he remained many years 
unmolested ; and as he was a warm patron of tlie 
arts, and had some ambition to be well spoken of by 
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posterity, ho built many handsome edifices, and 
a magnificent palace, which he proudly styled the 
Ghugun ]\Iahal, the Palace of the Sky. Yet the 
memoiy of his former capital and all his lost 
wealth never forsook him, and, as his j’-cars in- 
creased, his enmity against his former despoilers 
was strengthened : so that, when his spirit was 
about to be absorbed into the essence of Brahma, 
he imposed a solemn injunction upon his son, 
Drooghi Baial, that ho should never suflbr a 
Sloslem to enter the gates of the city, under any 
circumstances either of peace or of war. Drooghi 
Raial was filled with pious enthusiasm, and, imme- 
diately on the death of his father, issued a wise and 
saci’cd edict, announcing that if any of his subjects 
should admit a IMussulman to the city, or finding him 
already there, should omit to slay him, or should, 
either wittingly or in ignorance, assist or befriend 
a Slussulman, he should, even upon slender testi- 
mony thereof, bo instantly condemned to a death 
of extreme torture. 

In those times, Penkonda was blessed by the 
favour and countenance of a most sanctified Bi’ah- 
min, whose humble abode was upon the sacred hill 
of Pennakoel, on the east side of the city. One 
morning, while this venerable man was engaged in 
his usual I’eligious exercises, he became so absorbed 
in devotion that ho did not notice the approach of a 
stranger, leading a cow, until his blood spontaneously 
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curdled ; and, on seeking the cause of his disorder, 
he beheld a man, at no great distance, wlio haying 
just slain a cow, was then preparing to satiate his 
diabolical appetite upon its sacred flesh. Appalled 
and disgusted at this horrible sacrilege, the pious 
Brahmin fled, with all pi’acticable speed, to the 
Gliugun Mahal, where Drooghi Raial was then 
presiding in the Hall of Justice ; having waited a 
second to collect a few atoms of his dispersed breath 
and wits, just sufficient to make himself understood, 
he spread terror and dismay among the assembly, 
by his awful tale. “ Alas ! alas cried the be- 
wildered Raja, what complexity of evils will not, 
from this day forth, attend upon the very name of 
Penkonda ? Instantly bring hither the vile culprit, 
and let the precious proofs of his guilt be like^viso 
produced, that we may without the loss of a moment 
extinguish this gaithiirs foul existence," 

Presently, the armed force, who had spurred to 
execute the Raja's commands, I’eturned urging before 
them, at the points of tlieir spears, a tall and remark- 
ahly graceful person, of handsome countenance and 
noble strength, who betrayed neither fear nor excite- 
ment. The head and legs of the cow were also, 
with every demonstration of the gx’catcst veneration, 
brought into tlie Justice Hall. 

“ Foul dog ! execrable reptile cried the enraged 
Raja ; speak, and declare how thy unhappy 
parents have called thee, that thy hateful name may 
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descend a thousand generations, to be loatlicd and 
accursed among the future inhabitants of Pcnlconda. 
Speak, dog ; but not with a vain hope to save thy 
abhoiTcd life ; for I see that, if not an utter infidel, 
thou’rt worse, — a follower of the false Prophet of 
Ishmael ; and, therefore, thy doom is scaled. Speak 
quicldy, thou most loathsome descendant of a race 
of pigs !” 

The Moslem was nnmoA'cd bj’- the Raja’s rage, and 
smiling calmly, he replied — “ My name, most re- 
spectable Drooghi Raial, is Fakhir-ud-Decn. I am 
a devout worshipper of the true God, Avhose prophet 
is l\rohummcd. If you would put your mistaken 
faith in competition with that for which I am ever 
ready to die, if you would distinguish between 
darkness and light, command yon vaunting priest of 
Pennakoel to give life and proportion to these scat- 
tered bones and sinews.” 

“ Wretch !” screamed the incensed Raja, “ dost 
thou dai’o to ridicule our sacred things, and pour 
contempt upon the holy Brahmin ? Of what use are 
these remnants of thy impious feast, Avithout the 
breathing life ? ” 

“ Good Drooghi Raial,” replied the stranger, 
“ restrain thy impotent Avrath ; and, if you would 
behold truth, be pleased to command your extraor- 
dinary priest to do Avliat I have named.” 

Hereupon the reproA'cd Raja enquired of the Brah- 
min if he could perform the required miracle ; and 
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blessed in tbe stream of the second river of Paradise ; 
and it is credibly reported among the Faithful, that 
its supernatural qualities continued unimpaired, 
until affected by the religious degeneracy of the in- 
habitants. Alas ! who can behold unmoved the utter 
prostration of its present people ? Alas ! Alas ! 
those broad waters, though still white to the eye, 
retain no property more lacteous than may be sup- 
posed to result from the solution of the two sacks of 
lime. Yet, is it to be expected that an atom of 
humanity can exalt itself to the stirrup-tassels of 
the sun, or a moth fly over the battlements of the 
heavens ? 


It will probably add not a little to the reader s 
interest in this legend, that all the localities alluded 
to are to be ^recognised in the accompanying views 
of the place. 

It was to this fortress that Ram Raja of Bija- 
nu"s:ur fled for refuge from the combined forces of 
tlie jMolmniinedan sovereigns of the Delckanj after 
tbe total rout of liis army on the plains of Talicotta. 
Here he collected the few remnants of liis troops, 
the mere wn-eck of his once gallant bands ; and, setting 
out for Bijannggur, endured a painful and harassing 
in.irch, only to find his capital plundered and de- 
serted. The gi'icf of Ram Raja on meeting with 
this new calamity was so excessive, that, although in 
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the prime of life, liis face was bowed to tlie earth 
with affliction, and he shoi'tly died of a broken 
heart. IHs successor abandoned tlic capital, and, 
with the small remnant, of power left in his hands, 
removed his diminished court, and the scat of go- 
vernment, toPenkonda; where, owing, in all proba- 
bility, to bis insignificance, he remained unmolested, 
throughout many successive revolutions in the Dek- 
kan and the surrounding kingdoms, until the middle 
of the seventeenth century. 

Tlie Hindoo temples in Penkonda are still occa- 
sionally made use of, as places of worship ; though, I 
believe, the mixed tombs of Mohummedan and Hin- 
doo saints, itpon the high rocks beyond the town, 
appear to be more highly venerated. In the temple 
which is devoted to the worship of the lingam, a 
perpetual light has been kept burning before the 
altar, as the Brahmins affinn, ever since the edifice 
vras completed, — a j)criod of, at least, four centuries. 

The inhabitants of Penkonda and its vicinity are 
peculiarly simple-heai’ted, and in every way most 
primitive in then’ mannei’S and ideas. They are 
altogether devoid of that low cunning which I have 
always found inseparable from the Hindoo character, 
and though equally superstitious with the rest of 
their fellows, they exhibit no sort of bigotry or 
ill-feelinsr towards the Mohummedan or Christian 
faith ; assuming that all should be true to the reli- 
gion in which they are born, as the service most 
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|lcd heap' upon heap, with hero and 
I Some giddy point, a tomb, an altar, 
naked rocks lie p mcnts, without an indication of the 
there, perched ont is to he approached. Upon the 
or a line of battle lin, embedded between two fantastic 
path by which idel, a ponderous mass of masonry, 
top of the inounta* by its weight it had cloven the 
peaks, is the citaand was now about to sink into the 
which looks as iflio walls of this elevated retreat, are 
summit asunder, jveral palaces and temples, and the 
earth. Within tis wild and desolate, dark, rugged 
the remains of sc ; but there is a grandeur about it 
scenery around ully imposing, an air of mystery and 
and uncultivatedr solitude, which render it a proper 
which is wondcrfcolding winds, threatening clouds, 
gloom, a howling storms. A home it is 

cradle for the s^ cub-drawn bear would coucb, 
and fire-dropping tbe belly-pinched wolf, 

or dry. 

^Wberch ^ 

The lion, ancse regions of desolation and waste. 

Keep their ff renowned Mallek-ul-Tija was 

It was in tlicpetty raja, named Sirkeh, in the time 

that the army oila, who was Suba of the district, 

destroyed by a p of the fifteenth century. The talc 

of Miamun Oolthe title of 

about the middli , 

SIRKEH S REVENGE, 

is known tmder 

IiJA, with a very large army, invested 
and is thus told c 
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mblc fort, .'jurroundctl with a (lliliontt aii'l tlhcklv- 
populated country, tluro lives u Kaju, hy name 
whom 1 as my aiatunil ciKinj% 

\v!io>a; rurcfailuTs my unvlatluT^^, bince the liay of 
Ahraliam, have re::ardi:d ;ls ihcir natural enemy* 
Now if, for con^dcnco' y^ki^ I ^hall hecomoa dl^ci{)le 
of the divine pn>plHt, a*' my t ncniy J^aimhir 

continue:? upon his he will nut cea^c to 

point the finger of scum and derision at my altered 
iurhan : the blisieriuLir iasli (d his tonmuj will he 

w C3 

extended and strentitheued : he will make the chatme 
of my failhj hearty ami con.-jciuutiuui thougii it he, 
a hamlk* for hii evil iuilut nce ; ho will not ceano his 
clamorous uiucktry, until lu; has urged my family 
and subjects into oj)Ln rebtUiou against me, until he 
h;uj jda.nted his cur.-cd foot upon my prostrate neck, 
until his liated hand (may it wither I) has grasped 
tho sceptre of my ancient kingdom, the heir-loom of 
a thousand generations. Had I not Letter secure to 
myself, while it is in my power, tho privilege of 
having my head smitten from my shuidders, by the 
mcrcifid right arm of the rcno^s'ued ]\lallek-ul-Tija 
^lallek-nl-Tija, blinded by tho affected earnestness 
and humility of tho Kaja, replied : “ Good .Sirkeii, if 
this trillo ho tliu only impediment to your conversion, 
let it not harass your virtuous mind ; [ will give 
orders immediately that tvith to-morrow's dawn wc 
march upon Sanghir’s territory. Although, as yon 
say, it is a difficult country for most travellers, yet 
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to the brave and powerful spirits who compose the 
army of Malek-ul-Tija, the road will he smooth. 
Be comforted, then, for hy this ruddy sword of 
my sires I swear that ere the conquering Sun 
shall have thrice dispersed the starry forces of 
reti’eating Jfight, the standard of Mallek-ul-Tija 
shall spread its hroad shadow over the boasted 
stronghold of this unbelieving Sanghir. Courage, 
Diy friend ! I tell yon that, ^liile one single follower 
of Mallek-nl-Tija remains to him, you shall deal 
bloody stripes of vengeance on this your ill-fated 
foe ; and as a reward for your devotion, you shall 
receive all the honours of his crest and every l)iga 
of his domiiuon ; while for my master, the immortal 
Sultan, I reserve only the contents of the treasury 
and the personal property of the Eaja, with a trifling 
imposition of tribute, say a hundred lahks annually, 
to be paid simply as a token of your allegiance ” 
Bountiful succour of the afflicted,” replied the 
crafty SIrkeh, who in his heart had sworn, with 
equal warmth, that, ere those three days were accom- 
plished, itallek-ul-Tija should have gone to meet 
his vaunted sires ; as your princely heart is o’er- 
flowing^vith generosity, so is your right hand replete 
with power. But alas ! you know not the dangers, 
the intricacies, the insuperable obstructions, wliicli 
throng the narrow passage into those chaotic wil- 
dernesses which the vain Sanghir proudly calls a 
kingdom. Dense forests teeming with all sorts of 
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wild beasts,* hanging clifiPs, scarped ravines, and 
intersecting mountain torrents, concealed in treacher- 
ous jungul, must be obstacles impracticable even to 
so godlilce an army as that of the invincible Mallek- 
ul-Tija, without a skilful guide. So impracticable, 
indeed, are these wUds, and so boundless, that if a 
million of men were dispex’sed through them they 
might wander for ages and no two of them ever 
meet again; any more than the pai’ticlcs of spray 
into which a drop of water is shaken in the vast 
catai’act of Gungootri will ever again unite amid 
the immeasurable waters of the rolling Ganges." 

“ But is there no guide among your own followers, 
then, shoid-sighted Sirkeh ? Have your forces so 
seldom made incursions upon Sanghir s territory, 
that not a man can be found in your ai*my to tliread 
those devious paths. To the blind, undoubtedly, 
they will be impassable ; but to the wary and long- 
sighted they will be laid out as upon a map. To 
the wise and brave nothing is difficult ; but oven the 
wise and brave may conform to common usage, and 
avail themselves of such aid as Providence may cast 
in their way.” 

“ Great Mallek,” said Sirkeh, “ you speak indeed 
the words of wsdom. I have, in my humble 
retinue, a slave who was born and nurtured in the 
heart of those dread junguls ; who, in the darkest 
night, or under the blackest rush of the monsoon, 
woxild thread his way and guide your highness's 

c 2 
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army to its destination. He shall be a torch in your 
hand, and assuredly -we shall then easily surmount 
these difficulties, and pluck the rose of accom- 
plishment, without trouble ; and we shall yet see 
the fulfilment of your excellency’s vow. This slave 
shall precede us, and five thousand of my best sol- 
diers shall follow to behold the downfall of their 
enemy. Let us set forth, most noble Mallek ; I am 
impatient of delay, now that I see this ray of light 
which you have cast upon my path." 

It was on a beautiful fresh morning in the spring, 
A. D. 1453, that Mallek-ul-Tija, attended by 500 
nobles of Medina, Kurballa, andNujif, and also with 
many Dekkani and Abyssinian chiefs, each a hero 
of a thousand trophies, set forth upon their march 
towards the dominions of Sanghir. Ten thousand 
chosen horse, their clashing arms and rattling hoofs 
greeting the early dawn, thefr glittering banners 
spread, and their countless spears waving like corn 
before the breeze, led by their gallant chief, passed 
proudly upon their way ; now filing through the nar- 
row defile, and now again spreading across the open 
plain. For many horn’s, without check or hindrance, 
they continued their course through a diversified coun- 
try, here partially cultivated, here deeply shrouded 
with juugul and forest wood, and there again a 
waste and trackless plain; so that at high noon, 
when Mallek-lu-Tija commanded a halt, at the 
foot of a low range of hills, he, in a bantering tone, 
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bid Sirkch go :in<! rcfr>,.*li hiiui'clf .ifkr so :u‘duoui 
.lu o.\cnrai<!)i ; uddiniT, tiiul it' he were tsullicioutlv 
n^^iorcd front fatigue after an liour'a rejjoso, they 
Would jiroctvd. *'?irkeh in yibneu wilhdixnv, and 
seatiiig biiiiHlf at a di-tanco fnini tin* Mo.-<!cm chief, 
invited his humble follower, tht; guide, to partake of 
bia re[«a''t. 

That day, befoiN* tho -uu bail mI, .Mallek-til-Tija 
bad coiifw-vicd that the diilicultii-a of lliii road were 
even greater titan ho liad anticipaU'il. Indeed, 
althottgh ho and his budy-gnard, attejtded by .Sirkch 
and the guide, Inid trawteed many miles since noon, 
they were certain that the rear of the line could not 
have advanced wry far from the spot where they 
had rested, so narrow and irregular had bwn the 
pxss through which they wound their way. And 
thus they bivouacked during tiie itigbl. 

Upon the first aj)pear;iuco of returning day, again, 
the warriors proceeded. It was a chill dull morn- 
ing, shut in with heavy clouds rolling before a 
driving wind, unusual at that sc.'ts;on ; but jiralltdc-ul- 
Tija pleasantly observed to Sjirkcli, that bis minions 
of wind and water were ordered out to clear the 
way and lay the dust before his army. For once, 
iiowever, his humour failed to cxeitc a cordial laugh 
among his followers; so that tlio great man slimed, 
.and his lips involuntarily muttered “ How so ?" A 
forced laugh from tlio foremost olUccrs answered 
him; they would have laughed as boisterously as 
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ever, Iiad they been able ; but there 'was a something- 
in the ah’, a something in the scene, so cold and 
desolate, that even courtiers could not command a 
happy laugh. The gloomy feeling which prevailed 
soon communicated itself to the chief; and as tlnsy 
slowly struggled on through wreathed underwood 
and hanging boughs, and over broken ground and 
deep ravines, where the horses could scarcely find 
footing, the spirit of silence descended upon aU ; and 
only now and then a growled oath, a muttered 
curse, was heard as the fretted steeds floundered 
and scrambled on, wounding their limbs upon the 
splintered rocks, and dragging their riders through 
the tangled thorns. "When at noon they again 
halted, the proud commander with a gloomy fi’O’wn 
ordered three hours’ rest, instead of one, remarking 
that, as they must soon be on the borders of San- 
ghir’s territories, they would have theh troopers 
fresh for their march to the capital. Then turning 
to Sirkeh, he said in the hoarse voice of ill-tcmper : 

“ Truly, friend Sirkeh, you have kept your promise ; 
and be assured I will also keep mine. So far were 
you from exaggerating the diffievdties of this abomi- 
nable country, that your words in reality gave me 
but a faint idea of what my gallant troops would 
have to encountci’. Never could the imaginations 
of poets have painted to the view paths so liorrible. 
They toll of darkened roads, of pestilent shrouded 
passes, so thickly strewn with terrors that a nude 



PENKONDA. 


21 


t 

tiger tlirougli dread of them would become a female ; 
more full of wdudiugs than wreathed snakes, nar- 
rower than the bridge to Paradise. But these are 
trifles to what we have this day passed through.” 

Yet jMallek-ul-Tija, though chafed at the unex- 
pected obstacles which his army had met witli, and 
the consequent loss of time, and though fretted at 
having his men scattered so far from his person, 
knew not yet one half the evils of the country into 
Avhich he had advanced. His followers soon reported 
to him that the water was fetid and unfit for use, 
that when they attempted to light their fires for 
cooking, the soil itself ignited and brnmed so fiercely 
that they feared to set the whole country in flames, 
atrd that scorpions, adders, and venomous lizards, 
swarmed under every stone, in every tuft of grass. 
Having ascer'tained the truth of these reports, Mal- 
lek-ul-Tija broke forth in bitter curses upon that 
wretched country, and remounting his jaded charger, 
gave orders to move forward to some more favoured 
spot. 

Slowly, and with increased difficulty, the foremost 
of the body-guard made their way through the jun- 
gul, breaking down a passage for their chief ; but 
as they fell frequently into concealed ravines, and 
swamps, and blackened water-courses, by neglecting 
or mistrusting the directions of the guide, Mallek- 
ul-Tija found that his best and bravest followers 
were being sacrificed one by one. He now began 
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to suspect the sincerity of Sii'keh, and ordering the 
guide to he brought before him, he closely cross- 
examined him, first as to his master, and next as to 
the country which lay before them. The guide 
spoke openly and freely of his master, and with so 
much tact as entirely to remove Mallek-nl-Tija’s 
suspicions. As to his knowledge of the country, 
he replied that, in order to prove his truth, he 
would minutely describe each new difficulty which 
was yet to be encountered, and, if the chief did not 
find them precisely as he foretold, then, let his head 
pay the price of his falsehood. This he acted upon, 
and Mallek-ul-Tija, as they again advanced, finding 
the rocks, the river, and the mountain pass, exactly 
as the guide had predicted, regained a measm’e of 
his confidence. Here and thex’e the way became a 
little more practicable, hut still they could not dis- 
cover a suitable place of repose, owing to the noxious 
effluvia of the soil, and the swarms of venomous 
reptiles which infested the ground. The cliaracter 
of the coimtry was, however, becoming more moun- 
tainous, and, although the guide would make no 
flattering promises, Mallek-ul-Tija could not help 
hoping that they might yet discover some pleasant 
valley in which to bivouac. Night drew on, how- 
ever, without any more cheering prospect, and after 
winding fatigued, alarmed, and spirit-fallen, until 
it was almost dark, the foremost troops entered a 
narrow I'avine overhung by a dense forest, a passage 
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through which was difficult even to the gale. De- 
mons would have started at the arched precipices 
and frowning caverns ; the ghoM' would have been 
panic-struck at the sight of them. The sun never 
enlightened the valleys, nor had Providence thought 
fit to fix any bounds to thch extent. The grass 
was tough as the teeth of serpents, and the air foul 
as the breath of dragons. Death dwelt in the waters, 
and poison was distilled from the trees ; the grinning 
skulls and bleached bones of thousands of travellers 
lay scattered on all sides. However, there being in 
this place room for all his troops to assemble, Mallek- 
ul-Tija again called a halt, and could scarcely be 
persuaded by the guide to advance any further, 
until he earnestly represented that, about a ^ds fur- 
ther on, they would arrive at a pleasant valley bounded 
on three sides by mountains, and through which 
there flowed a broad river of excellent water, while 
the ground was free fr’om reptiles. Thus urged, 
again the harassed troops set forward, and about 
midnight entered the narrow gorge leading to the 
ju'omised shelter. All was as the guide had fore- 
told ; and the toil-worn soldiers, having drunk of 
the reviving stream, flung themselves down to 
rest, and were speedily buried in the deep sleep of 
fatigue. 

As soon as they believed themselves unobserved, 
Sirkeh and the guide hastened to the river’s bank. 


* An evil spirit of wood and mountain. 
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and, leaping into a small boat, rowed hastily down the 
stream. In a few minutes they were out of sight of 
the spot where their enemies reposed, and in half an 
hour they had reached the fort of Sirkeh’s pretended 
enemy Sanghir, to whose presence he quickly gained 
admittance. He informed the Eaja, who was, in 
truth, not only a friend, but a near relation,' of all 
that had befallen him, and explained to him the 
stratagem by Avhich he had lured the game into his 
toils. Having concerted a plan of operations, San- 
ghir immediately despatched messengers to all his 
commanders, ordering them to send forth their forces 
in small detached bodies to suiTound the position of 
Mallek-ul-Tija. He also sent a fleet courier to the 
troops of SIrkeh, who, according to their secret 
instructions, had filed off from the line of march, and 
now lay encamped at the foot of the hills overlooking 
the spot occupied by the enemy. 

The army of Mallek-ul-Tija remained sunk in 
deep sleep until a late hour of the morning, and were 
awoke, every man, by a stranger, who, uttering a 
war-cry at his side, plunged a dagger into his heart. 
Thus died the reno^^^^ed Mallek-ul-Tija and ten 
thousand of the faithful and thus was the bloody 
revenge of the wily Sirkeh fully satiated. 



D E L H I. 


The emperor Shah Jehan, having founded the 
modern city of Delhi^ — still called Shalijehanabad by 
the Mussulmans, — ^was desirous of erecting an edifice 
■which should be, at once, a fit habitation for the 
glorious descendants of the immortal Taimour, and 
an imperishable memorial of the power and magni- 
ficence of the builder. The Badshahi iMahal, the 
fruit of his design, is still standing — is still tlio 
residence of the imperial family ; and the boastful 
inscription surmounting the state presence-chamber, 
“ If there he a paradise on earthy it is this^ it is 
this^ it is thisf remains as legible as on the day 
when first engraved. The lofty gates, the spacious 
courts, and ample halls — ^the rounded domes, and 
tapering minarets — the frowning battlements, ,thc 
jutting towers, the very thrones, stand now as firmly 
as they stood in the first year of their erection. But, 

Mark how the palace lifts a lying front, 

Concealing, often, in magnihe jail, 

Proud want ; a deep nnanimated gloom I 
n 
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All the costly beauties of this regal abode are now 
abandoned to neglect and desolation. Their pride is 
overrun by grinning poverty ; and amid these still 
solid monuments of former grandeur, a skeleton 
of royalty remains enshrined. Tlje shadows of 
departed might and magnificence haunt every 
avenue, 

The melancholy ghosts of dead renown, 

'Whispering faint echoes of the world’s applause. 

The late emperor, Akbur Shah the Second, was a 
state prisoner to the British power within the walls of 
this his OAvn palace, Avhence he could not move, even 
for change of air, without permission from the Bri- 
tish authorities. He was, however, invariably treated 
with respect and consideration by his jailers, and 
although divested of all influence as the monarch of 
a kingdom, was pei’mitted to exercise despotic autho- 
rity within the walls of his royal prison, even to the 
lives of his retainers. He also enjoyed the power of 
bestowing titles and dresses of honour, subject to 
the approval of the British government ; and, except 
in a few instances, was not deprived of the control 
of his own household and family affairs. He "vvas 
provided with a civil list amply sufficient to save 
Imnself and retainers from starvation ; and on all 
occasions of his appearance in public, whether he 
held a (lu7-la)\ or went to perform religious rites at 
the Jumma jMusjid, or had permission to visit the 
Kootab Minar for the benefit of Ids health, this 
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remnant of the most glorious of existing dynasties 
was attended by a British yiuml of honour. 

The pci'sonal appearance and bearing of the late 
emperor was remarkably regal. Ills features were 
very regular, his complexion fair, his expression n)ild 
and intelligent, his action easy and dignified. The 
portrait which forms the frontispiece of this volume 
is an exceedingly faithful likeness ; but having been 
painted by Ills Glorious Ufajesty’s Portrait-Painter 
Extraordinary, Alum, it was very properly made to 
assume the appearance of mid-life rather than of 
old age. I had the felicity of an interview with the 
illustrious Great IMogul in the early part of the year 
1834, about the time that this portrait was taken. 
He was then much more aged in appearance than 
here represented, being seventy-nine years of ago, and 
rendered singularly venerable by his flowing hair 
and beard, which were bleached to the whiteness of 
silver. lie was greatly respected by all the citizens 
of Delhi ; indeed, his name "was reverenced for his 
descent' sake throughout India, and Ulohummedan 
chiefs from all quarters paid their homage whenever 
an opportunity oftered. He had eight wives, the 
favourite of whom was dignified with the appellation 
of Mumtajh-Mahal (the honour of the palace), her 
influence over the monarch being unlimited. His 
family was largo ; Mirza Mohummed Aboo Zaftir 
being the eldest son, and heir- apparent to the 
musnud. 
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The domestic peace of the emperor was sadly dis- 
turbed by the factions of his coui't; for intrigue 
appears to have run as high in these days -of court 
famine as in the more plentiful seasons of Akbur the 
First, or of Shah Jehan. Prince Mirza Sulim,- the 
third son of the emperor, was the royal favourite ; 
and his majesty was for ever scheming, in opposition 
to the will of the East India Company, to seciu’e the 
succession in favour of this prince, to the exclusion 
of Ahoo Zaffir; moreover, each of the eight -wives 
had a particular pet to oppose prince Mirza Sulim. 
Fate, however, removed him from the strife ; he 
died in September 1836, and Aboo ZafBr succeeded 
his father. 

The old emperor was extremely sensitive touching 
the respect which he deemed due to the dignity of his 
presence. Lord Amherst was the first British 
governor-general who visited the court of Delhi, in 
consequence of the emperor having, until that time, 
refused to allow even the representative of the British 
monarch to be seated in the royal presence. It is 
said that, on the occasion in question, the emperor 
was so moved by the indignity, that ho could not 
restrain his tears. In 1828, Lord Comberincre, as 
commander-in-chief, paid the emperor a visit, and in 
addition to the usual honours of the kJiilat and other 
presents, received the incomprehensible dignities of 
the Fish and Kettlc-drunr, -with the rank of seven 
thousand, and the illustrious titles of Ghizenfir-ud- 
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Dowia, Zaf-uI-Mooluk, Sipahi Sala, Kaliu Jehan, 
Ivalni liahailoor, Rooatum Jmigo; which severally 
imply — Chanipiou of the State, Sword of the Empire, 
Commander Supreme, Ivhig of the World, Lord 
mid Prince, the Roostum of Battle. The day follow- 
ing his lordshiji's visit was the anniversary of the 
emperor's birth, and it happened that a laughable 
scene occiuTcd, which had like to have terminated in 
an usurpation of the cmperoi'’s inuanud. The effigies 
of omras still remainin'; at court, liaviii" assembled 
in the presence-chamber, were waiting to pay their 
homage before escorting his majesty to the public 
thanksgiving at the Jununa IMusjid; when a mad- 
man, who, though in truth but a humble sweetmeat 
vendor in the opinion of his fellow-citizens, had for 
some years lived the life of a monarch within the 
world of his own mind, gained admittance, and be- 
lieving himself to be the true Great Mogul, made an 
attempt to mount the royal throne, just as the 
emperor entered the durbar. The chobdars and 
hircarras in attendance succeeded in preventing this 
desecration of a seat sacred to those who can be 
styled “ Refuge of the Universe ; " and seizing the 
culprit by the ban.’, began to buffet and cudgel him 
very unmercifully ; but the emperor, being informed 
that he was insane, graciously ordered the Avanderer 
to be taken care of, and had his castigators sevorelj’ 
punished for them cruelty. It is a fact, hoAvever, 
that the same musnud was once occupied, with all 
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its concomitant powers and privileges, for tlio space 
of six hours, by one of lower degree than tliis eccen- 
tric manufacturer of bulls^-eyes and sugai’-stick, to 
wit, by a common water-carrier. 


THE STORY OP KING HXTMMAIONE AND THE 
BIHISTI, 

would form the basis of a romance worthy of the 
Arabian Nights ; but being a veritable passage in the 
history of the Delhi emperors, I will relate it accord- 
ing to the best version, and without embellishment. 

In A. D. 1539, the emperor Hummaione, being in 
personal command of his forces, gave battle to the 
redoubtable invader Shei'e Kahn and his Afghan 
army, upon the banks of the Karamnassm'. Hum- 
maione was victorious in the field; but the crafty 
Afchan succeeded in reofaininu all the honours and 
advantages of conquest, and an ample revenge, by a 
bold stratagem Avhicb ho carried into eftect that same 
night. While the troops of the emperor ^vere wapt 
in sound sleep, and in the fatal security of their 
previous success, Shore Kahn, with the survivors of 
Ills hardy followers, surprised the camp, and mas- 
sacred thousands of the Moguls. Those who jierished 
not by tbe sword fled, unarmed, in tbc confusion of 
the panic; and the emperor himself would have 
fallen into the hands of the pursuers, had it not been 
foi"^ the devoted gallauti*y of three of his chi el oniras, 
who nobly sacrificed their lives lor liis sake, and 
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effected his escape. Trusting to the speed of his 
faithful charger, Hummaione made for the bridge, 
but found it destroyed ; and, his pursuers being upon 
his heels, no hope appeared to be left, but to commit 
himself to the waters. He dashed down the preci- 
pitous -bank into the torrent, was dismounted in the 
fall, and carried headlong down the rapid stream ; 
so that his enemies thought that he had perished. 
His better destiny, however, interposed between him 
and the abyss of destruction, and he was saved, when 
almost insensible, by the brave efforts of a Bihisti, 
or water-carrier, who happened to be filling his 
water-skins at the river-side. Finding himself thus 
une!spectedly rescued from a watery grave, Hum- 
maione bestowed the rich gift of his royal necklace 
upon his poor preserver, and promised him, upon his 
princely faith, that if ' it should ever please Providence 
again to restore him to his kingdom, he would, when 
so requested by the Bihisti, place him upon the im- 
perial musnwd, clothed in the royal robes, and with 
full liberty to exercise despotic powers as emperor of 
Hindostan, for the space of six hours. 

Not long afterwards Hummaione’s good genius 
was again in the ascendant, and while he was one 
day employed in transacting the affairs of the state 
in the royal hall of audience, the Bihisti presented 
himself before the presence, and claimed fulfihnent of 
the emperors promise. Faithful* to his engagement, 
the generous ^ monarch no sooner recognised his 
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deliverer than he descended ‘from his throne, and 
causing the Bihisti to supply his place, he formally 
delegated to him authority to exercise all the various 
functions of the sovereign supreme, himself being the 
first to' perform homage. The Bihisti was in no 
sort abashed by the novelty of his position, or con- 
fused by the adulation and ofiicious servility of his 
courtiers but, restoring order to the court, he em- 
ployed his ephemeral authority in framing certain 
decrees and ordinances in favour of all classes of 
Bihistis, which remain on record (and in force within 
the palace walls) to this day. The privileges which 
he thus bestowed on liimself and Ins fellow Bihisiis, 
were of the most reasonable and modest kind ; and 
so much was Hummaione pleased with his preserver’s 
conduct, that, on the termination of his short reigUj 
and on- the moment of his own re-accession, he 
elevated the Bihisti to permanent rank and distinc- 
tion as a noble of the realm, and bestowed the solid 
advantages of comparative wealth and independence 
upon all the members of his family. 


Akbur Shah the Second, died in Octobei-, 1837, 
when nearly eighty-two years of age ; he was suc- 
ceeded by Prince klirza Mohummed Aboo Zattir, 
under the titles of Abool klozaffir Suruj-ud-Decn 
Mohummed Bahadoor Sani Shah. In honour of the 
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occasion, royal salutes were fired by the British 
troops at all the principal military stations, and 
congralulations, with jircacnls, %vcro forwarded to the 
new emperor by the governor-general. 1 have fre- 
quently seen this now (Jreat Jlogul, and, judging 
by his appearance, I should say tliat he cannot bo 
much under sixty years of age, though some allow - 
anee ho made for the elVeets of a life of royal excess. 
I Us character is not remarkable for anything great 
or good. The only intereaiing matter attached to 
his history is of ;; very .'•ad nature, and a stain upon 
Ins long list of imperial titles. It is thus told : — 
Only a tew ye.ars since, among the attendants of 
his contort, was a very lovely girl about sixteen years 
of age, whose cliarms excited a strong passion in the 
he.art of the prince. Being a virtuous girl, she turned 
a deaf car to his entreaties, and rejected all his prof- 
fered bribes with scorn; in consequence of which 
she was put under a severe course of daily punish- 
ment, and her delicate person subjected to the most 
cruel stripes and privation. She bore her sufi'erings 
with patient resignation, until they were aggriivated 
beyond human cndiu’auce, “ tvlieix one night, about 
half-past ten o'clock," according to the account given 
by the Durpiai^ a native uoxvsjiapcr, “ she covered 
her face with her chuddur, and wTapping her razai 
about her, she threw herself from the top of the 
south-'west tower of the palace wall into the dry 
ditch below, sixty feet ; and having broken all her 
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bones, and fractui'cd hov skull, tho pool’ child uttered 
one piercing shriek and expired.” 

General and particular accounts both of ancient 
and modern Delhi aro to be found in about nine out 
of every ton Oriental works, whether of history or of 
personal narrative ; I shall, therefore, confine my 
local descriptions to those scones which form the 
immediate subjects of the accompanying plates. Not 
the city only, but the whole country round about 
it, would appear to bo an inexhaustible mine of anti- 
quarian treasure ; and whethorthetravellor visits it for 
tho first or for tho ninety-ninth time, he m.ay find a 
thousand novelties to delight him, and entice him to 
a protracted sojourn ; if only his love of the truly 
sublime and beautiful be superior to the extremes of 
heat, dust, noise, insects, and evil odours. Elves 
and demons may alike find fitting haunts in Delhi. 
jVmong its scattered piles of arched palaces, its 
pillared courts, out-topped with tapering minarets 
and shining domes, its heaps of blackened tombs, 
its prostrate towers, and opening vaults, fantastical 
romance and brooding mystery, have each their 
proper homes. Ercwhile 

I took it for a. fairy region 

Of some gay creatures of the element, 

That in the colours of the rainbow live, 

Ami play i’ th' plighted clouds; 

and now, though not a passing shadow has fallen to 
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cliange my mood, nor yet a sound lias stolen upon 
the ail’ — 

Tlie tombs 

And monumental caves of death look cold, 

And shoot a chillness to my trembling' heart. 

Many of the most beautiful specimens of ^these 
relics are now dissolving so rapidly, owing to the 
destructive extremes of the climate, that in a few 
abort years they will ho no more scon. The gateway, 
■which is exhibited in the annexed plate, is hastening 
to the dust. The scorching sun strikes in and opens 
wide its gaping seams ; and the streaming rains of 
each returning monsoon, as /they pour tlirough its 
crannied walls, are huiTying it, stone by stone, wall 
by wall, into the ravines below. The style of its 
architectirre is peculiar to the time of Jebanghir, but 
its history appears to be doubtful ; for some among 
the tradition- vendors at Delhi represent it as having 
been the entrance to the empress Neur Jehan’s state 
apartments, while others affirm that it formed part 
of the palace of Etimaun-ud-Dowla, the father of 
that illustrious lady, "^^Tiether it be one or the 
other, it is equally an object of interest to the natives, 
who appear to have as much reverence for the name 
of the father, because he icas the father of the 
renowned Neur Jehan, as they have for the memory 
of the daughter herself. The histories of these cele- 
brated persons are rendered the more imperishable 
from their connexion with that of the intrepid and 
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persecuted Sliero Afghan, -who, after having evaded 
the malice and jealousy of Jchanghir, by a hundred 
gallant exploits, was at last treacherously luurdcrcd 
by a baud of conspirators, acting under the orders of 
that monarch. Their united histories fonn one of 
the most romantic passages in the annals of the 
Mogul emperors of Delhi. The historian, Tarihk 
Ivahfi Kahn, has related it with but little of those 
extravagant redundancies which Oriental Avriters of 
all ages huA^e esteemed as beauties. It shall, there- 
fore, be told after his version. 


THE SUN OP AVOAIEN ; THE LIOITT OP THE HAKE.At ; 

THE LIGHT OP THE AVOllLH, 

In the reign of the mighty Emperor Akbur, — Avhose 
memory still lloats upon the tears of the people of all 
India, — and Avhile the prince Johanghir Avas a youth 
about seventeen years of age, Khaja Aias, a native of 
Avestern Tartary, quitted his oaaui country in the hope 
of finding a bettor fortune in Ilindostan. lie Avas 
descended of an ancient and noble family, noAv fallen 
into decay by various roA'olutions of fortune ; though 
happily his parents Avero able to bestow- upon him an 
excellent education, AA'orthy of his intelligent mind 
and goodness of heart. Early in life he loll in Ioa’o 
with a very beautiful young Avoman, as poor as In'iu- 
self ; and, in defiance of grinning poverty, they mar- 
ried. Soon after their union, they found it dilUcuIt 
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to ]>rocus\' 0 V(. u the bare nccv'^Mncs of life ; iuid when 
rciluceil to ibe I.i'L extniuity, Klioj.v Ai.h ili tcriuineil 
upon .V chnnmJ of lot in the v,‘iateru provinces 

of India, will re tiu' .inny of the 3fo_out Kuiperor w.vh 
an U'li.il resource for all iui>ly Tartar."'. 

All tbe worldly uood.s of Kliaja .Maa eon~I"tcd of 
one sorry bursc, a wi ll-provcd blatie, and a very Miiall 
sum of unmev, which he had ".atlnrid from the .mIc 
of liih other ciVcct-v, hii^ wife upon the 

hor.-i% hr walkeil by lu r b*ulr ; for .‘*hc was at that 
time expecting cro long to prcd^mt liim with their 
firbt-hurn, and could ill endure the fatigue of bo 
arduous a journey* Their trcanty pittance of money 
was wry irouu cxhauijtcd^ and tlu-y Iiad hcvu reduced 
to ^uh'^i-t for many <layiJ upon tlie blender gloauiug.^ 
of charity, when the}' arrived on the borders of the 
Gn.‘at IV-crt, .-cparatingTartary from the dominiouH 
of the family of Tuimour, in India. No lunuc was 
lUero to shelter them from the smiting power of the 
sun, no hand to relievo their incrcasin:^ wants. To 
return was certain misery, destitution, and shame ; to 
proceed, apparent destruction. 

They had advanced two or three days' journey into 
the desert, having kept a long and bitter fast, when, to 
complete their misfortunes, the poor woman became 
so ill tliat slio was unable to proceed. She began 
to reproach her busbaud for his folly in persuading 
her, at such a time, to leave her native country, 
for exchanging a cpiict, though poor life, for tlic ideal 

E 
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prospect of wealth in a foreign country. ‘While they 
remained in this distressing situation, the poor woman 
gave birth to a daughter, and they tarried in tliat 
place for, many hours, vainly hoping that travellers 
might pass by, from whom they might obtain some 
relief. But, alas, they were doomed to disappoint- 
ment. Human feet seldom trod those dreary wastes, 
and the sun was now declining apace. With the 
most gloomy forebodings they looked forward to the 
approach of night, for the place was the h.aunt of 
thousands of wild beasts ; and even should Providence 
enable them to escape death from hunger, they feared 
that they must fall a prey to the savage moustex's of 
the desert. Ivhaja Aias, in this sad extremity, 
having once moi’e placed his wife upon the half- 
starved hoi’se, found himself so much exhausted tliat 
he could with difficulty move his limbs. To carry 
the child became impossible, and the mother, through 
excessive weakness, could not even hold herself se- 
curely upon her horse. A fearful struggle ensued 
between humanity and necessity : the latter prevailed, 
and they at last agreed upon entrusting tlio child to 
the care of Providence, by leaving it upon the high- 
way. They placed it upon the ground under the 
shade of a tree, and covered it with dry leaves ; then 
taking a tearful farewell of their darling, the discon- 
solate parents again attempted to proceed. 

When they had advanced .about a mile from the 
spot where they had abandoned the infant, the mother 
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iwiiiij no loiiLOT able to di^cvnj the tree umb r which 
it W.U laid, ":aYe way tti In r cxcc.-'slve grief. She cast 
her.-clf from the horro ujnjii the ground, exclaiming, 
in lu Art-reiiding acctuta of agony, My child ! my 
cliild Khaja Ai.ia endeavoured to rai^u her, but 
^\x e w.w unable to tupjuirt lursedf, and believing tliat 
iihe wan about to die, she cried aloud, anti implorctl 
that ^he mi”ht be orajiletl a l.C'.t look at her beloved 
luby ; .‘'he rtnt far hair with despair and remorse for 
her cnicUy hi ahanduniug the infant^ while breath 
rciu.uueil to her. Khaja Aiaji wa^ alno pierced to 
the heart with yrivf at the bi^ht <)f her angnisli, and 
entreating her to cuiupo.xi herself, lie pruini-cd to 
bring her the infant; ar.^uring lur that lil.^ returning 
anxiety to recover the child had endowed him with 
naiewed strength. After a painful retrogrcr-rion lio 
at length regained the hpot where they had left the 
child ; but who shall describe the state of mind of 
that horror-itiriclccu parent wlieii he beheld his first- 
born enfolded within tlie deadly coils of a huge 
serpent! For some minutes his presence of mind Nvas 
siLspended, and his energies were only recalled when 
lie beheld the venomous monster extend its jaws, as 
if to devour tlie innocent babe. The bewildered 
father rushed forward to the rescue, and the serpent, 
alarmed at his vociferations and the ilashing of liis 
sword, retired into the hollow tree, leaving the cliild 
uninjured. With a grateful heart he took the infant 
to his bosom, and returned to his allUcted wife. 
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Ho gave it into her arms, and while he was yet 
relating its miraculous escape, behold, a party of 
travcllei-s appeared advancing towards them. These 
proved themselves to he humane persons ; for they not 
only relieved the existing necessities of the sufferers, 
hut furnished them with the means of proceeding 
comfortably upon their journey. This they did by 
easy stages, and at length arrived at Lahore, then the 
capital of the Emperor Akbur. 

Hero Khaja Aias had the good fortune to meet 
with a distant relation, by name Asuph, with whom 
ho had formerly been on terms of sworn friendship ; 
and Avho, being now in high favour with the em- 
peror, hoped to be able to give his newly arrived 
kinsman some svihstantial proof of his sincere affec- 
tion. He first appointed him his own private secre- 
tary ; and having discovered his groat abilities, he 
himself introduced him at court, where his ivohlo 
appearance and graceful bearing soon attracted the 
favourable notice of Akbur. The monarch made 
immediate inq^niries of Asuph concerning him ; and 
having he;u'd his history, and being satisfied of his 
great abilities and intrepidity, as well as of his firm 
mtegrity, he at once raised him to the comunmd of a 
thousand horse. After a short period of subordi- 
nate service, by diligence, rectitude, and temperance, 
Ivhaja Aias was raised to the distinguished ap])oint- 
ment of steward of the royal household ; and again, 
in process of time, his genius being superior even to 
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his good fortune, he succeeded in advancing himself 
to the most responsible office in the reahn, — the 
emperor having invested him "with the dignity and 
title of Etimaun-ud-Dowla, High Treasurer of the 
Empire. Thus, he who had well-nigh perished 
through want in the desert, became, in the space of 
a few years, by the excellence of his head and heart, 
the first and most favoured friend and adviser of the 
mightiest of earthly monarchs. 

The daughter who had been born to Khaja Aias 
(henceforth to be called Etimaun-ud-Dowla) in the 
desert, received, by order of the emperor, the title of 
Mher-ul-Nissa, — the Sun of Women, — and, in truth, 
she had right good claims to the appellation ; for it 
was already apparent that she would excel all the 
ladies of the East in beauty. She was educated, as 
was fit, with the utmost care and attention. In 
music, in dancing, in poetry, in painting, (for these 
are the accomplishments of the court ladies,) she had 
no equal throughout India. Her disposition was 
lively, her wit acute and discriminate, her spirit lofty 
and uncontrolled. 

When the lovely Mher-ul-Nissa was yet in the 
first freshness of her beauty, it happened that Sulim, 
afterwards Jehanghii*, then the prince-royal and heir 
to the throne, visited her father, to witness some 
sporting entertainment given by that minister. After 
the amusements had concluded, when the public had 
withdrawn, and only the principal guests from the 
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palace remained, "wine was served, and, accord- 
ing to custom, the ladies were admitted in. their 
veils. 

Mher-ul-Nissa was prepossessed by the noble mien 
of the young prince; and being suddenly fired with a 
mixed ambition and love, she resolved upon lay- 
ing siege to his heart ; for already had the youthful 
beauty discovered that, with her, to besiege would, 
in all likelihood, be to conquer. She sung; the 
prince was in raptures. She danced ; his sense of 
propriety was scarcely able to restrain him from 
casting himself immediately at her feet. Her sta- 
tm’e, — the glimpses of her shape which from time to 
time he enjoyed, — her gait and graceful action, — 
the lovely rotundity of her limbs, as once or twice 
only he espied them through the silver folds of her 
ample dress, — all these, mingled with certain whis- 
pers of report, had raised his ideas of her beauty to 
the highest possible pitch ; and, at a moment when 
his eyes appeared as if they would devour her, she, 
by an afl’ected accident, dropped her veil, and shone 
upon him, at once, in all the dazzling refulgence of 
her wonderful beauty. The confusion which she 
admirably feigned heightened not a little the eflcct 
of her charms, and her timorous eye stealthily lighted 
for a moment upon the prince, and kindled all his 
soul into a devouring flame of love. He was mute 
during tho rest of the eutertaiuraent, and the accom- 
plished Mher-ul-Nissa fi.\cd inuuoYcably, by her 
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wit, tbo arrow which the unrivalled charms of her 
person had driven tlirough his heart. 

Sulim, distracted hy his passion, knew not what 
course to pursue ; for he was well aware that the 
all-beautiful damsel, the captivator of his heart, had 
been betrothed hy her father to Shore Afghan, a 
Turkomann nobleman of great renown. In his sus- 
pense, he sought the advice of his father Akhur, 
who, guided by the integrity of his heart, sternly 
refused to allow any act of injustice to be practised, 
even in favour of the heu' to his throne, his favourite 
son. The young prince retired from the presence 
abashed and spirit-broken, and the incomparable 
SIher-ul-Nissa became the bride of Shero Afghan. 
This nobleman suflered, however, great prejudice at 
court from all but the emperor himself, for not 
. having made a voluntary resignation of the lady to 
the enamomred prince; for, although Sulim dared 
not to make any open attack upon his fortunate 
rival during the lifetime of his father, still the 
courtiers worshipped the rising sun, and threw 
unmerited contumely and defamation upon Shere 
Afghan; who, becoming disgusted with his un- 
enviable position, withdrew from the court, and 
retired to Burdwan, having obtained the govei’n- 
ment of that district from the Suba of Bengal. 

The passion for Mber-ul-Nissa wbieh Sulim bad 
repressed, from respect and fear of his father, re- 
turned with accumulated force, when his royal 
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parent died, and he had succeeded to the throne of 
Delhi. He then became absolute. • No subject 
could thwart his wHl and pleasure ; and his first act 
was to recal Shere Afghan from his retreat, with 
promises of high favour; for although he had no 
intention of calling down public opprobrium, by 
forcibly depriving that chief of his wife, yet he 
expected to be able quietly to gain his object. 

Had Shere Afghan suspected the design of the 
young monarch, he would inflexibly have refused to 
obey the mandate of the despot. His heroic strength 
and bravery had rendered him extremely popular 
among the soldiery. He was naturally high-spirited 
and proud ; and it was not to be expected that he 
would tamely yield to indignity and public shame. 
His prowess and Hs courage were equalled only by 
his good fortime, so that his personal reputation was 
already very high. Bom of noble parents in Tur- 
komania, he had spent his youth in Persia, having 
served mth uncommon renown under Shah Ishmael 
the Third. His original name was Asta Jilho; 
but having slain a lion single-handed, he was digni- • 
fied •with the title of Shere Afghan, signif\ring the 
overthrower of lions. Under the latter name Leliad 
become both famous and popular throughout India, 
and in the wars of Akbur had served with great 
distinction. He had reaped a profusion of laurels 
under Kahn Kahnan, at the taking of Sibud, by 
exhibiting ]>rodigie3 of strength and valour. Prefer- 
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merits had been lieapcd upon him hy Akhur, -who 
loved to hehold in otliers that daring intrepidity for 
which he was himself remarkable. Jelianghir held 
his court at Delhi at the time when ho called Shere 
Afghan to his presence. The doughty chief an- 
swered the royal summons in person, and was not 
only very graciously received with words of welcome, 
hut was loaded with new honours ; for being natu- 
rally open and generous, he suspected not the em- 
peror's treacherous intentions. Time, thought he, 
has erased from the mind of Jelianghir all recollec- 
tions of Mher-ul-Nissa. Alas ! how soon was his 
confidence abused ! 

The monarch, being impatient for the accomplish- 
ment of his wishes, determined upon removing his 
rival from his path, Avithout loss of time ; and the 
means to Avhicli he had recourse were at once foolish 
and disgraceful. He appointed a day for a great 
hunting expedition, and gave orders to his com’iers 
and sMkarris that they should endeavour to discover 
the haunts of all the most formidable tio;ers which 
were to he found in the jungul. News was quickly 
brought to him that a tiger of a very extraordinary 
size and of terrible ferocity, Avhich had been for 
many days committing fearful havoc and devas- 
tation in the villages, and had hitherto destroyed 
all the sMkarris who had ari’ayed themselves against 
him, now lay concealed in the forest of Nidarhhari. 
So monstrous and powerful a bruto was this tiger 
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that lie was saul to liavo carried away, upon Jiis 
back, n\auy of the largest oxen and bufValoes from 
tho neighbouring hei'ds. Jehauglur, accoinpaiucd by 
throe or four hundred of his chiefs and nobles, and 
all their sevei'-al trains, went immediately in pursuit 
of this savage monster. Ilaving, according to the 
custom of tho Moguls, siUTOUuded tho ax'aturo’s 
retreat for many miles, they hegsm to move on all 
sides towards tho centre. Tho tiger was soon 
roused; and his i-oaring being heard in all qiuu'ters, 
tho emperor ordci'od his elephant to bo thiveu to^ 
the spot. 

Tho nobility beuig assembled on all sides, Jehau- 
ghir called aloud and said, Who among you will 
advance, single-handed, and attack this tiger i ” At 
6i‘st thov smred in mute amazement, wouderiim if 
their ear's had deceived them; but when the emperor 
repeated his question, every eye was turned upon 
Shoi'o Afghan. IIo appe;rred not to nndei*stand their 
meaning, oouceiving that tho emperor was spe.akiug 
in Jest, and never supposing that any one wonid 
rashly enter upon so foolish and dangerous an ex- 
ploit. At longtli, liowover, threo chiefs, sacriticiug 
their fear's to shame, rtrade their salaams to the 
prince, and each boggeil permission to try his prowess 
ill single combat, upon the formidable brute. Tlie 
pride of Shero Afghan was aroused. The threo 
nobles, having otfered themselves for the enterprise, 
were now bound in honour to insist upon their 
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priority; and being afraid of losing his former 
renown, he tlius addressed tho three champions, 
in presence of tlio emperor. “ To attack a poor 
defenceless animal with weapons, although single- 
handed, is both unmanly and unfair. God has 
given to man, no less than to tigers, limbs and 
sinews ; and ho has added reason to tho former, in 
order that he may wisely employ his strength." The 
three chiefs objected, in vain, that all men were 
inferior to tigers in strength, and that therefore they 
•must be given the aid of steel. “ I will convince 
you of your mistake," replied the hero; and throw- 
ing down his sword and shield, he dismounted his 
elephant, and advanced, unarmed, to meet tho enraged 
tiger. 

Though the emperor was in secret pleased with a 
proposal so much in accordance with his barbarous 
design, he made a show of dissuading liim from the 
trial. Sherc Afghans spirit of adventui'e, however, 
was excited, and he determined to enter upon the 
struggle. The monarch, feigning reluctance, at last 
yielded, • and gave permission for him to advance. 
The assembled chiefs knew not whether they ought 
most to admire the eourage of the man, or to exclaim 
against the folly of the deed. Astonishment was 
painted in every face. Every tongue was silent. 
Various writers have given minute but incredible 
details of the encounter. Thus much however is 
certain, that after a long and desperate fight, the 
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wonderful warrior prevailed, and tliough hombly 
bruised and lacerated, he at last laid the monster 
dead at his feet. So miraculous did the victory 
appear, that historians have said that the eye-wit- 
nesses of the action were almost afraid to vouch for 
its truth, although the facts could be proved by the 
concurrent testimony of thousands. The fame of 
Shere Afghan increased, and was spread abroad 
through all Asia. The evil designs of tlie emperor 
had hitherto failed, but they stopped not here ; his 
determined cruelty, and the impatience of his passion, 
suggested and urged him to the employment of oilier 
treacherous expedients agahist the life of the perse- 
cuted hero. 

Shere Afghan had scarcely I'ccovered from his 
wounds when he came to pay his respects at court. 
He was caressed by the emperor’, and in the candour 
of his own heart he suspected not the treachery of 
his master. Meanwhile a now snare, and one more 
likely to prove fatal, was prepared for him. Jeh.an- 
ghir basely gave orders to one of his elephant drivers 
to waylay the chief, in one of tlio nan’ow streets 
leading to the p-alace; and, when he should next 
pass that way, to make a feint, as tliough liis ele- 
phant were ungovernable, and cause him to tread 
the invincible warrior to death ; hoping that ho 
might escape suspicion, as accidents of that naturo 
are not unfroquent, owing to the indomitable rage 
of those animals at certain seasons. It happened 
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that the next time Shore Afghan passed tliat ^v^ly 
lie rode in his palanquin ; and, seeing the infuriated 
3lcphant in Ids way, he gave orders to his bearers to 
turn back, fearing that some of them might suller. 
The elephant, however, charged upon them before 
they could make their escape, and the chief's cow- 
ardly crew of slaves dropped his palanquin under the 
ammaVs feet, and lied. Shore Afghan saw' Ids 
imminent peril just in time to rise. Springing 
boldly to his feet, ho drew a short sw'ord, wddeh 
he always can-ied at his side ; and, making a furious 
attack upon the elephant, ho struck across the root 
of the trunk, and with one blow, severed it from tlie 
head. The poor animal roared with anguish, and. 
turning from his opponent, lied, until, from the 
copious loss of blood which ensued, he fell and 
expired. 

The emperor, wdio had been watching the success 
of his plan, from a window on the cast side of the 
palace, retired from the scene in amazement and 
shame; yet was his duplicity so great that ho 
received the chief without emotion, and listened to 
his relation of the adventure with well-feigned asto- 
nishment. He loudly applauded his bravery and 
prowess, so that Shore Afghan departed from the pre- 
sence, well-pleased and unsuspicious. But although 
the crafty monarch covered the villany of his heart 
with a smooth face, the fire of his vengeance was not 
extinguished, but rather burned the more fiercely; and 

F 


50 


THE ORIENTAL ANNUAL. 


being now convinced of the necessity of acting wit}! 
greater forethought, he suffered his rival to retire again 
into Bengal, in order that he might the more surely 
an'ange a plot for his destruction. Ho was led to 
adopt this measure, since he could not hut be 
convinced that he had now betrayed his infamous 
designs to many of his courtiers : among whom, 
indeed, his foul practices, so disgi-acoful to the cha- 
racter of a great prince, had become a common theme 
of gossip, and the mark of their secret vitupe- 
rations. 

Despotic monarchs, however, arc never without 
courtiers who flatter their worst passions, and pan- 
der to then.’ most pernicious pleasures. Nor was 
the court of Jehanghir an exception to this trite 
remark ; for, had there been in the presence no other 
sycophant, Ivootab, Suba of Bengal, was in himself 
a host. This heartless villain, in order that he might 
ingratiate himself with his royal master — for it lias 
never been proved that ho acted by the king’s express 
commands — hired a band of forty desperadoes, to 
whom he entrusted tlie formidable task of attacking 
and murdering Shero Afghan, as soon as an ojipor- 
tnnity should present itself. The friends of the hero, 
however, found means to apprise him of this nefa- 
rious scheme, and ho in consequence determined 
upon remaining Avithin his doors, until he should be 
able to discern from what qiiaider the blow would 
be aimed ; altbougb such was his confidence in his 
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owu btrengtii and valour, tliat he would not sufi'er 
any alteration in the uaujil Iiablts of his household. 
He would not permit his followers to remain in his 
house duriiii; the iiidit, because he huow it to be 
their custom to depart each man to his owu house 
after ho had retired to rest. An aged porter was 
the ouly domestie who remained under his roof ; 
and of this circumstauce, which indeed is common 
throughout India, the assassins were not ignorant. 
They made a careful examination of the premises, 
and found that on the right-hand side, immediately 
within tho entrance, there was a room, used by the 
chief as a writing-chamber, communicating with his 
sleeping apai’tment by a narrow passage. This they 
determined to make their rendezvous, and accord- 
ingly, after diuk, they took advantage of the tempo- 
rary absence of tho old porter, and conveyed them- 
selves without discovery into tho house. 

At night, tho principal cnti'anco liaving been closed 
according to custom, Shore Afghan and his family 
retired to rest at tho usual horn.'. Some of the 
assassins, when they thought it probable that ho had 
fallen asleep, stole noiselessly into his apartment, 
and prepared to plungo their daggers into his body. 
But one of them, who was an old man, being touclied 
with remorse, cried out with a loud voice, “ Hold ! 
hold J my brethren ; have wo not the Saba's 
orders for what we do ? Let us then behave like 
men, and do our duty with humanity, though firmly. 
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$huU tovty lull upon one, and that one asloop C 
" Boldly spoken, my iVieud," replied the awvkeuod 
Shoi'o Afghan, stavting fvoiu his hod, and seizing 
his sword ; " and shall one hvavo man, from ^Yhoso 
right hand thousands, aye, thousaiuls of gallant 
warriors, and much more terrible antagonists, have 
drunk the black waters of death, tamely submit to 
be butchered by a handful I'f cowards ! Down, 
ilowu, ye cravcn-heartcd villains ! " and with de- 
termined intix'pidity the hetxt rushed upon his fees. 
IK'atlv was dealt by almost every blow from his 
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mighty arm ; and, in a few minutes, more than one 
half of the traitors weiv weltering in their hloruh 
Otdvfonror live, indeed, survived; and tlierwereso 
seveivly wounded that they were unable to make 
their escape, 'I'iie old man wlio had given the 
alarm did not attempt to liy, and tsheve Afghan, 
taking him kindly by the hand, ]'vaiscil bis conduct, 
and thanked him for that eomp;issionate interven- 
tion, wvlhotit which he wotihl doubtless bavo been 
ssieritieed. lie then impiivvd particularly' of him 
eoneernitig those under who^e orders the UNNis.-'ius 
had aoted, ami, having been fully’ informed, he di?.- 
nns.wd him with handsome pivsents, telling him to 
make all the particulars as public as po.v-'iMe. 

The fame of this g-allaut exploit tv^ottnded tlux>ugh- 
out the whole empire, and vshciv Afghan could with 
ditllenlty’ mo^o ahu'ad, in c\>nse>pienee of the deit-e 
eu'wd of porseus, who pve^scd aixumd him on alt 





sides with congratulations and applause. lie, how- 
ever, thought it wise to retire from the capital of 
Bengal to his old residence at Burdwau, hoping to 
live there in obscurity and peace with his beloved 
ilhor-ul-N lie was deceived. Kootab had 

received Ills appoiutineut as Suba of Bengal, upon 
tlio express condition that he should find some 
eftectual and speedy method of destroying tins 
heroic chieftain, and he set diligently to Avorlc for the 
performance of his obligation. After deliberating 
upon the best means to be employed, he at last 
devised a scheme which unhappily enabled him to 
accomplish his murderous pui'posc. IIo resolved 
upon making a tour through the provinces under 
his government; and having settled las affairs at 
Tauda, which was then the capital of Bengal, he 
immediately set forth in state, accompanied with a 
largo retinue. In his route he visited Biu'dwan, 
aud made it no secret among his officers that he had 
the emperors orders to despatch Shcro Afghan. 
That renowned warrioi*, ever resolved upon per- 
forming his duties in defiance of all danger, no sooner 
heard of the Suba's arrival, than he mounted his 
chargei’, and, with only two attendants, went forth 
to pay his respects to the representative of his sove- 
reign. The treacherous Suba received him with * 
profound respect and politeness. They rode for some 
time side by side, and their conversation turned upon 
indifferent affairs, until they approached the walls of 

p2 
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tlie city, when the Suba halted, and mounted his 
elephant of state, under pretence of appearing with 
becoming pomp before the inhabitants of Burdwan. 
Shere Afghan reined up his horse while the Suba 
was ascending the haoda^ and at this moment one of 
the pikemen, pretending that the chief Avas in thp 
Avay of his master, struck his horse with his weapon, 
and began to di’ive it before him. Shore Afghan, 
enraged at the insult, and knowing that the sIua’c 
A vould not have ventured upon such an abominable 
insolence without his master’s orders, perceived that 
a new plot was laid against his life. Ho turned sud- 
denly upon the pikeman, and threatened liim with 
instant death, whereupon that coAvardly Avretch fell 
to the ground, and cried tliat ho Avas slain. Swords 
Avere immediately drawn. Sherc Afghan had no 
time to deliberate. He spiuTcd his gallant charger 
up to the royal elephant, and tearing doAVU the haoda^ 
at one blow clove the skull of the recreant Suba in 
tAvain, from the croAvu to the chin. Tiieu turning 
his reeking sword upon the attendant nobles, he first 
of all sloAV the Suba's counsellor and confidential 
friend, Aba Kahn, an Omra of five thousand horse, 
and each successiA'o blow laid prostrate in the dust 
another chief. Panic-struck at the deadly powers 
of the renowned hero, the Avhole body of nobles 
lied Avith their attendants to a distance ; and Shero 
Afghan, believing th.at he had eiH’ctually rid himself 
of his enemies, began to look to the state of his 



wouudij. When his dastardly foes sa^Y this, they 
checked their lliyht, and, rallying upon au einincucc 
at a short ditstance, began to lire upon tlicii' bravo 
opponent \yith bows and inateh-Iocks. Tlic proud 
and heroic chief disdained to lly ; aud> as the missiles 
fell thickly about him, he bitterly upbraided the 
soldiers with their cowardice, and challenged each of 
tlic chiefs to coiuhat; but he spoke in vain, for they 
continued tlieir murderous fire, and lie received 
many wounds from each successive discharge. In 
his extremity, when about to renew liis attack, a 
ball struck bis borso in the forehead, and killed it on 
the spot. Then, beholding the shadow of death upon 
the book of his destiny, the iioljlc Slicrc Afghan 
turned his face towards ilecca, and taking a liandfnl 
of dust for want of water, poured it upon his head. 
With perfect composure ho repeated his last prayer, 
and while his lips yet moved, several balls entered 
his breast, and ho fell lifeless before his dastardly 
enemies, who even then were afraid to approach him, 
until satisfied that life was quite extinct. 

When the arrow of death is shot from the bow of fate, 

The shield of circumspection will be thoroughly pierced. 

No sooner was it ascertained that he was in truth 
dead than one of the officers hastened to the residence 
of the slain Shere Afghan, for the purpose of con- 
veying the tidings to Mher-ul-Nissa, fearing that if it 
were incautiously communicated to her, she might, in 
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the fil-st paroxysms of her grief, destroy hei-self. That 
lady, however, horc her misfortune with more for- 
titude and resignation than could have been expected j 
and in answer to the pressing overtures of Jehan2fhir, 
she declared her intention of following tiie injimctions 
of her deceased lord, who, she alleged, had clearly 
foreseen his ultimate destruction, through the cm- 
peror’s passion, and had frequently conjured her, 
when so solicited, to peld implicit obedience to the 
royal ■will. She was thei-efore sent witli all ima- 
ginable care to Delhi ,* and, as she recalled to mind 
the tenderness with which the young prince Sulim 
had regarded hei’ in foriuei' days, she was fully recon- 
ciled to her fate, and looked forward with delight 
to tlie glorious prospect of becoming the favourite 
sultana of the most powerful monai'ch in the world. 
Her vanity, however, was doomed to present disap- 
pointment ; for although she was received -with great 
affection and respect by Rohkia Sultana, the emperor s 
mother, the mindof tbatpriuce appeared to be strangely 
altered, for be resolutely declined rccei^^ng her, and 
would not even crant her an interview. ^Vhether 
remorse had entered his soul, or whether bis attention 
w.as then engaged by a new object, is uncertain, All 
authors, however, agree, that be w.'is so nuich afllictt'd 
.at ibo death of his favourite, the Suha of Bengal, that 
ho determined upon punishing ;Mlier-uI-Mi;s.a for an 
oQenco in which she had taken no part. Whatever 
the tnie motive might have been, certain it is tluic 



he :atcnily ordered her to be eoniined iu one of tho 
inferior apiirtmeutii of tho seraglio, a large dilapidated 
chamber, ^vhich had remaineil joany yeai's dedolatc 
and uninhabited. Contrary to Ins Usual numificenco 
to women, he also restricted her to a miserable allow- 
ance of Ibnrteeii aniiifs^ seinethiug less than two 
shillings of English money daily, for the subsistence 
of herself and her slaves. 

ilher-ul-Xissa was a woman of a haughty spirit, 
and could ill brook such contumelious treatment; 
yet for a long time she found no remedy, and gave 
herself up to grief and despair. At length, her 
spirit recovered its natural elasticity, and hope came 
to console her in her ahliction — liope that she miglit 
y’^efc find an opportunity of rc-kindling the emperors 
passion. She was coniidont in tlie power of Iier 
anraziug beauty, if she could only bring it to bear 
upon the monarch ; but altliougli Eohkia Sultana, 
who was deeply interested iu her fate, used all her 
eloquence iu her favour, slie could not prevail upon 
her son to alter his conduct, or in any measure to 
relax his extraordinary emnity towards the beautiful 
widow. The ready invention of Mhcr-ul-Nissa, how- 
ever, set her upon various schemes for bringing about 
what she so ardently desired ; and for the purpose of 
raising her reputation in the seraglio, and of sup- 
porting herself and slaves iu something more like 
comfort, she began to employ her taste and invention 
in the cultivation of poetry and other elegant arts, 
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and also in working’ some admirable pieces of tajDestry 
and embroidery, in painting silks with exquisite deli- 
cacy, and in many other equally lady-like and profit- 
able accomplishments. The fruits of her labour and 
ingenuity were sold by her slaves among the more 
opulent ladies, in the squares of the royal seraglio, 
and in the harems of the nobles ; and being elegant 
beyond anything of the kind which liad been before 
seen, and possessing additional interest from the 
history of the fair artist who wrought them, were 
bought Avith the greatest avidity, and at the most 
extravagant prices. Nothing was fashionable among 
the nreat ladies of Delhi and Ai^ra but the Avork of 
lier liands ; and by the traffic of her pi-ctty wares sfie 
soon accnmiilated so largo a sum of money, tliat 
slie was enabled to repair and beautify her apart- 
ment, and to clothe her slaves in the richest 
tissues and brocades; while she herself afiected a 
very plain and simple dress, without any sort of 
ornament. 

in this situation the beautiful widow of Sherc 
Afghan continued during four years, without having 
onco seen the cmpei'or. Her fame reached his ears 
from all quarters, and ho at length found his reso- 
lution giving way to curiosity. Ifo resolved itjujii 
surprising bur, and therefore, coHimunicating his 
design to no one, he suddenly entered her apartments. 
Ho found cvervtiiing so elegant and cosily where he 
had expected tu beliold the muerable aiul jioverty- 
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stricken avails of a prison, that he was struck with 
amazement and unexpected admiration. Superb and 
tasteful as was everything around, yet by far the 
most incomparable ornament of the place was the 
beauty herself; so that it was some little time ere 
Jehanghir noticed that, while she herself was clothed 
in plain white muslin, her slaves who sat around 
her Avere glittering in the most rich and dazzling 
costumes, loaded Avith jewels, SIher-ul-Nissa, no- 
thing astonished by this sudden visit, slowly arose 
from her recumbent posture, and, with a well-feigned 
confusion, saluted the emperor with the customary 
salaam, touching first the gTOund and then her fore - 
head with her right hand. She did not utter a 
word, but stood with her deeply-shrouded eyes fixed 
upon the emperor s embroidered slippers. J ehanghir, 
too, remained for many moments silent, overcome by 
her extraordinary beauty and that inexpressible 
voluptuousness of mien Avhicli it is quite impossible 
to disregard. At length, having in a measure 
recovered from his embarrassment, he seated himself 
upon the low couch which Mher-ul-Nissa had occu- 
pied when he had entered, and requested in the most 
respectful terms that she would condescend to sit 
by his side. 

Eavisher of hearts,” said Jehanghir, ‘‘I pray 
thee be pleased to explain to me what is meant by 
this strange distinction which I behold in the habits 
of the illustrious Mher-ul-Nissa and that of her 
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lowly attendants ^ The former so poor and plain, 
and the latter so costly 

'' Those born to servitude, most potent riionarch, 
lovd of the universe, favourite of Heaven, ” replied 
the beauty, with an air of deep submission yet of 
arch reproach, *• must always be clad as it shall 
please them whom they serve. These young women 
are my servants, and I seek to alleviate the burden 
of my bondage by the exercise of my charity ; it is 
indeed luy wish to allow^ them every indulgence 
which it is in my power to afford. But I myself, 
being the slave of another, am bound to observe my 
lord’s will and pleasure, even in a small matter. For 
this reason it is that your majesty linds me habited 
like a miserable captive.” 

Althou£;h the emperor could not but perceive in 
this speech the cutting sarcasm which it was intended 
to convey, the spirited rebuke which it aimed at 
him for his owri uureasonable bch.\viour, still it was 
so pcrtineitt, so well turned, that it inmudiutely won 
Ids fiYour no less than his admiration, and he felt 
all Ids former affection welling forth from the 
recesses of his heart with renewed force, Fiubmcing 
her with grc.tt w.trmth, though rc55>ectfuny, he 
declared his love j and. ilxing the next d.iy for Id' 
nuptials, he L»u<.vl oialors for a jiublie fc-tfual to be 
held iit all parts of his dominions. 

The ceivuiony w.is perfonm d with the inu.'l oati.:- 
Vs'.g;mt pump, and the name of .Mhcr-uI-Xitv. v..*.s 
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cast aside for that of Ncur-3IaliaJ, Li"]it of the 
Ilarcin. From iliat clay forth all other favourites 
vanished from hefure her; aiul, duriii;' the remainder 
of -Jehanghir s reign, ,-he bore the chief .-.way in all 
the affairs of the ein})iie- 

The v,-.jnderfui inliuciiee of Xeur-fdalml v/a-s fir.d 
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ordoK to croct a mommiotit of solid silver over Ids 
roinuins; but tbe iiupovial uvoldtoct shrewdly n'- 
luorkcd, that so prooious a inatovial would iu all 
jnxibablUly bo tho least enduring of al!> as a means 
of transmitting tho viaior's fame to posterity. _tll 
ages,” said ho, “are full of avarice] and oven tho 
oiupiiv? of tho house of Taimour, like all things 
luuudauo, will bo subject to rx'volutiou and ohaugo,” 
She altered her purpose, and built a maguiiioout 
fabric of stone at Agra, which ixnuains to thi^ day, 
and appears likely to transmit to tnany geueration^ 
yet to eomo tho illustrious natno of Ktimauu ud- 
Powla. 

The name Neur-3lahal. which had been rvcently 
bestowed on i\Uier-uI-Nissn, was afterw.irds changed 
to Nour-dehan, Light of the World ; and in distinc- 
tion faun tho other Sultanas, she was styletl Sliahi, 
Kmptess. Her talents were equal oven to her 
beauty ; and by lior inlluenco over Jehanghii*, she 
iK^'ante, • to all intents and purposes, absolute ^ove- 
n'iiju of the enquire during his life, tshe snrvi\iHl 
him about twenty years, and died in a. n. UMl?, 
luivin'^ ^)U'nt her second widowhood in nniiviucnt 
and study. That far-famovl work of art. the 'i'.ijh 
^lahal, at Agra, was erected to her tnesuory hy 
tSii.ih delum, the sou .tud sucoe.'.ior of Jch.tnghir. 
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If tlie bow of difficulty be strung with faith, 

It will not fail to propel miracles, 

MENU, 

The names attached to localities in the East gene- 
rally have their origin in some circumstance connected 
with the history or quality of the country, Elich- 
poor, or, as the natives properly call it, Elachipoor, 
signifies the place of cardamoms ; and the traveller 
who intends making it his resting-place, will possibly 
he disposed to think comfortable things concerning 
fragrant spice-gardens or nicely-seasoned viands, and 
may he apt to indulge in other pleasant anticipations 
of this well-titled city ; until he is informed that it 
lies immediately between two rivers called the Sam- 
pun (the stream of snakes), and the Bichun (the 
stream of scorpions). I am not aware that these 
deadly reptiles are unusually abundant in the sur- 
rounding country ; but certainly the very names of 
its waters might deter a nervous man from pitching 
his tents in the neighbourhood. 

Elichpoor is a considerable city, and the capital of 
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the province of Bern*. Its fortifications are extensive, 
but weak, being badly planned and badly built, 
although capable of being made very impracticable 
to an enemy, owing to the natural difficulties of the 
position. The place is of great antiquity, and has 
been the scene of a thousand reverses j especially in 
its early resistance to the Mohumraedan power, 
having been continually subdued, and continually in 
revolt. In a.d. 1294, when governed by Elloo Itaja, 
a tributary of the Hindoo sovereigns of Dowlutabad, 
it made a truly gallant defence, and held out to the 
utmost extremity of endurance against the conquer- 
ing arms of Alla-ud-Dcen. Since that time, its 
vicissitudes of fortune have been very extraordinary, 
and too numerous to be recounted. At last it became, 
as it still remains, dependent upon the Nizam of tlic 
Hckkan. 

The groujr of buildings forming the subject of the 
annexed engraving ai'e situated on the north side of 
the city, at no great distance fron) the gate* Thuy 
arc built upon the bank of a sinali stream which has 
its source in the neighbouring mountains, and which, 
after a tortuous course of only a few passes 

throimh tlie cantonment aJid falls into the river Sam* 
pun, upon the south side of the city. Itaiman Shall 
Hooia, whose tomb is tho most con.q)icuoiH building 
ill tho jncture, was a fighting priest, half soMivr, half 
saint, a most valiant cunimander and an inubiuhtid 
worker of miracles ; at once, as he himself bu.isted, 
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Alexander and ]\Iohummcd. The natives, in point- 
ing out the tomb of this exh-aordinary personage, 
never fail to relate the following legend wJiich is 
attacked to it, and conceruing Avkick, Avitkout doubt, 
they religiously believe every particular. 

THE IIEAULESS HBUO. 

The religious and Avarlike enthusiasm of liaiinan 
Shall Doola, no less than his followers* love of plun- 
der, induced him to co-operate Avitk Alla-ud-Deen in 
his invasion of these provinces. But valorous as 
Avas Alla-ud-Dcen, and impetuous as were liis troops, 
the valour of the ono and the impetuosity of the other 
were contemptible, Avben compared Avitb the enthusi- 
astic heroism and blood-thirsty passion of Eaiman 
Shah Doola and his devoted followers. Unable to 
command the ebullitions of their Avarlike and religious 
fervour, these death-dispensing preachers pricked ou 
ahead of the main army, converting or slaughtering 
all the Hindoo inhabitants of the country. 

They were of course too daring to think of circum- 
spection, so it happened that at Baitool they unex- 
pectedly encountered the entire force of the Hindoo 
army. It is said that on the first attack, by their 
extraordinary valoui', they speedily put the pagans to 
the rout, despite the heroic efibrts of their commander, 
who was himself a soldier of wonderful prowess, 
strength, and courage. They then pursued them 

g2 
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iln-ougli the rocky inouiitaia passes in the direction 
of j^liclipoor, a countless liost of the bcniglited flying 
before a little handful of the faitliful. Yet no sooner 
did the routed Hindoos fairly behold the extraordi- 
nary disproportion between tho two forces, than 
reeovoriiig from their panic, they once juore rallied, 
ajid oticred an eficctual resistance to tljoii’ pursuers. 
Ilercujjon, again taking heart, tlioy hotly attacked 
the enemy in their turn, and hemming tlicm in on 
all sides, eommoneed an exterminating and merciless 
slaughter. Perplexed by the intersecting defiles, 
ravines, and coni2)Iicated passes, by which they were 
sniToimded, the little baud of Mohummodans knew 
they could never make good a retreat, and their only 
altcmative was to endeavour to advance by cutting 
a way through their swai'raiug opponents. 

Raiman Shah Doola was in himself a host, and 
thousands of the infidels fell beneath his mighty arm ; 
until, at last, the two commanders chanced to meet 
face to face. They paused ; and, letting fall their 
■wcaijons’ points upon the earth, surveyed each his 
foo from head to foot, and appeared to regard each 
other with looks of disappointment and siu'prise, 
mixed with contempt. “ That such a one as this," 
thought either chief, “ sliould dare to stand in my 
imth ! What is he more than many vaunting cham- 
jjions who have been reduced to ckink of the cold 
waters of death, at my hand ? ” Thus the heroes 
paused ; and, as it were with mutual consent^stepped 
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bacl: a pace or two, again to scan the figure of his 
antagonist. The recking blade of each was purple to 
the hilt, his bare limbs painted high with gore, his 
armour dyed in the ruddy life-stream of a thousand 
victims. But soon the curled lip and bitter glance of 
scorn chased from their minds all thoughts but those 
of kindling enmity and strife ; and as the thunder 
clouds of defiance gathered upon their darkling 
brows, the adverse warriors, in sullen silence, raised 
on high then: shields ; and each, grasping again with 
impassioned grip his thhsty sword, hurled a venomed 
curse through his clenched teeth, and rushed with 
deadly fury to the encounter. Shock followed shock, 
and each repelled attack was answered by another, 
tiU then* clashing arms and loud-resounding blows 
were heard loud above the din of the surrounding 
battle. Then the warrinsj multitudes ceased their 
strife, and stood around in mixed array to gaze upon 
the contest of their leaders. 

Three times they breathed, and three times did they drink, 

Upon agreement ; 

for their struggle lasted from the rising till the setting 
of the sun. That burning luminary had just dipped 
upon the horizon when the godlike Eaiman Shah 
Doola cast a furtive glance of regret at its departing 
glory ; and, being for a moment blinded by its slant- 
ing rays, his devoted head was instantly struck from 
his shoulders by his more wary adversary. It 
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appears tliat this blow, which would have quenched 
tiic spirit of all ordinary couibatauts, did not in the 
present instance put an immediato eud to the fi^ht : 
for all authentic histories of that time affirm that 
the engagymont between the commanders was liotly 
kept up until midnight, and tlie headless chief con- 
tinued tostniggloon with unabated courage, although 
his blows were dealt with less effect tlian lieretofore ; 
and step by step he was compelled to orefcreat. At 
last, fainting from loss of blood, his weapon became 
useless in his hand, and ho fell lifeless to the earth, in 
a vain attempt to reach the stream of water which 
may be seen in the accompanying drawing. 

Some historians relate that this wonderful hero 
can'ied his head under his arm during his retreat, 
carefully protecting it with his shield against further 
injury. By others it is affirmed that the still sensible 
head rolled beside its valorous oivner, encouraging 
him to the contest, by uttering loud unearthly shouts 
of applause upon all his efforts, and hoaree curses 
against liis enemy. A third account maintains that 
the head followed and rejoined the riunk on the 
return of day, fearing that it might be confounded 
with the pusillanimous thousands which covered the 
field of battle. 'Whichever be the true version of the 
legend, all agree that the body of this sanctified 
warrior was in the morning found complete where his 
mangled trunk had fallen ; and the faithful assure 
the visitor that many miracles which Avere wrought 
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by his bloodless corso gjivc evidonco that he was 
under the especial favour of Alla and the Prophet. 
Ills remains were interred with all the pomp and 
distinction due to their extraordinary merits, and 
the mausoleuin which bears his name was raised over 
them. 


Since the day of his death the fame of Eaimau 
Shah Doola has continued to spread throughout the 
Dekkan, and his tomb is the resort of pilgrims from 
the most distant provinces. Is a mother childless, a 
father wifeless, a poor man friendless, a rich man sore 
at heart or atllicted with disease ; docs a fanner desiro 
to avert blight or secure propitious weather; Avould 
the herdsman see his flocks increased a hundred- 
fold; has the dyings man a desire to live, he who is 
Aveary of life a wish to die, or the happy and con- 
tented person a disposition to be thankful? let him 
hasten to the shrine of Raiman Shah Doola; especially 
upon the glorious anniversary of his death. The 
Moollas declare, and we may readily believe that, 
out of the thousands, the millions, avIio perfoi’ni the 
pilgrimage, very many have their reward, crowds 
indeed obtain what they seek ; and it is very correctly 
affirmed by the faithful, that those who are suffered 
to depart disappointed have failed only because they 
have not succeeded in rendering themseh^es acceptable 
to the saint. The more favoured of the devotees 
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]kiyo tcistificd tlicir gi^atitudo foi’ the mii’aculous fa- 
vour of the sai/it, by erecting, one a mosque, another 
a seraiy a third ii a fourth a gateway, a fifth a 
cemetery ; some have built tombs in honour of the 
most renowned of Ruimau Shall Doola^s followers, 
and others liavo testified the same respect for suhse- 
<picnt saints or heroes. Tlic scene is one pecufiarly 
adapted to the gay and picturesque processions which 
so frequently take place there, and is the spot selected 
for the imposing ceremonies of the ilohurrum fes- 
tival. 

There arc several public buildings worthy of notice 
iu and around Elichpoor, beside those here exhibited. 
The most interesting arc the Houz Kutora, the 
Eedghiir, and the tomb of iloni Joni. The IIouz 
Kutora is upon the westward side of the city, sur- 
rounded by a magnificent grove of mango trees. It 
is erected in the centre of a circular reservoir of 
water, and consists of three octagonal stories, each 
surrounded by an arched viranda. It is still an im- 
posing building, though clipped of its fair proportions 
by the ruthless hand of Ishmael Kahn Punni, the 
graudfiither of the present Nawab, ^Yho appropriated 
the materials for building part of the city wall. 
Above its present roof there were formerly two other 
stories, in the same style of ai'cliitecture, surmounted 
with a beautiful dome of white marble. It is said to 
have been erected by Mom Joni, a nauchni, or 
dancinf^-ixirl, of unrivalled beauty and fascination, 
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who lived at tlio court of one of tlu’ kings of fhnvll- 
glmr, and whose charms gained her tlic jirivllcge of 
a key to the rovad treasury. Jatllc, liowever, is 
known of !Moni -loni’s historv, or of the dark times 
in which slio lived: Inr n.inu* lias been ct»nvcyod tn 
the cars of the jnv-vnt j^cncration by the tomb whicli 
l)cars her iuunt\ and which po>sihly owes its long 
pre^ervatitm to its propimjuity to tliat uf the prcaid- 
ini:^ ijaint, ahovo-incutioiUMh 

AH the DeUlcan provinces, from time iimncrnorial, 
have been notorious fur their hordes of rapacious 
and i:anguinary handiUi; and more ivs|>ecially the 
inountamous districts eaj;t and ww^t of iOlielipoor, ns 
far as Surat on one side, and Xagpoor on the other. 
The extirpation of them by Sultan 3Iohummcd Shah, 
about tlie inid<lle of the fourteenth century, is a ter- 
rible injstance of despotic jujitice. It is thus related 
by Furyda. ^^The banditti of tlie J)ckkan, famous 
throimli all countries for tlnur darin<^ robberies on 
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caravans, he deterinine<l to root out entirely. For 
this purpose he issued his I'oyal mandate to the go- 
vernors of all the provinces, commanding them that 
they should xise their utmost dilmcncc in clearinir 
their countries of thieves and plunderers, by putting 
them to death without mercy, and tliat tliey should 
send the heads of the victims to the capital, to prove 
their rigid execution of Ins orders. Such expedi- 
tion was employed in this matter, tliat, in six or 
seven months, there remained not a sign of these 
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olTi'iuIer*:! hi Uio Icingdoin. Nearly eight thousand 
hcad.-^ were brought to Koolboorgji iV/uu diltbreni 
parbs, and wt n> piled up in Jjeapa near tho city, as 
exainplus of the ruyal 

Lufortuuaiely the^c terrible waniings no longer 
oxi^t, whicli circuiuntauco may possibly account for 
the audacity of the Dekkau nuiramlers of tho present 
day; fur certain it is that the ^YhuIo province, and 
mure iv-pt cially the norchiTU borders, witli Ellclipoor 
and the mountainous country round about it, arc 
thickly ijjfcntcd with hordes of dakliaii.^^ thu^Sy and 
other murderous dcj>pcradot\s; and although Euro- 
j)e:ms may travel with cmn])aratiYc safety, it is not 
so even with the hiiiliest and wealthiest classes of 
the natives. It is only lately that the diabolical 
system of iliuggi has been fully exposed, and now 
vigorous measures have been adopted by the British 
government for its complete suppression. The con- 
fessions of some of the ])erpetrutors who have been 
brought to justice, aro almost too appalling to be 
credited. I subjoin the follow'ing facts, wJiich I 
have taken from Captain Slcennm's report of a case 
that occurred at Eliolipoor ; they form a fair speci- 
men of the system, though by no means so horror- 
fraught as some others which have transpired. The 
deponent w’as a celebrated named ^ Sheik 

Inaent : his confession is freely translated : — 

It ^Yas on iny retui'n from tho first expedition 
which I made with my father to the Dekkan, when 
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I was fifteen years of age, and about thirty-five 
years since, tiiat I was first present at the accom- 
pHsIiment of thuggi. We formed a gang of about 
eighty or ninety tkicgs, under the command of my 
father Hinga ; and it happened that some chiefs of 
tlie Dehkan, travelling through Elichpoor, quartered 
themselves in the mausoleum of Raiman Shah Doola. 
Two of our scouts, named Gungoo and Laljoo, -were 
strolling through the bazaar for the purpose of col- 
lectino- information of travellers or others who mio-ht 

O O 

be ^YO^tby to become our Tictims, when they fell in 
with the grooms of the Nawab Subzi Kahn, the 
uncle of the Nawab Huzeer Mohummed Kahn, of 
Bhopal. Having entered into conversation with 
these men, our scouts learnt that the Nawab had 
been, with his son and a body of two hundred horse, 
in the service of the Nizam at Hyderabad, but hav- 
ing quarrelled with his son, he had withdi-awn from 
his command, and was returning home to Bhopal. 
With this information Gumhoo and Laljoo re^ 
turned to our chiefs, and it was agreed that Duleel 
and Khuleel, two of our leaders, who Avere the most 
famous for their exploits, and who possessed the 
greatest address, should make an excuse for intro- 
ducing* themselves to the Nawab, and ^ain his con- 
fidence. This they did, representing that they had 
been into the Dekkan with horses for sale, and AA’^ere 
now returning to the upper provinces, laden with the 
fruits of their traffic, and then suggesting that it would 
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I)c to Iiotli p:u-tie.'? a nmttial utlvautage and protection, 
if tho Nawab would permit them to join liim on tlio 
march, ijubzi Kahn way mucl» pleased with tlicir 
manners and iippcarance, and invited tliem to join 
him the next <!ay, when tlu-y would act forward. 

“ .'^ubzi K;dm was attended by two grooms, two 
troopers, and a slave girl whose duty it was to prepare 
his .Hit/izJ, or blnuiif (an into.xieating drug), wliich ho 
was accustomed to take iu such large quantities, as 
to have acquired the name by which ho was now 
univcrcially known. He had cousiderahlc property 
with him, hcsidi s three horses and a, pony. Our 
leaders joined him with as many of our gang as it was 
timught safe to exhibit ; others were scut forward 
as spies upon tho road. 

We inarched together three stages upon the best 
possible tenns ; and on the fourth day’s inarcli, 
.about sunrise, we entered an extensive jungul on the 
hither side of Dhoba, in tho district of Baitool. Tlie 
march was continued until about nine o’clock, when 
we arrived upon the bank of a'sinall stream. Ivhu- 
leel, who bad been iu meny conversation with the 
Nawab, tlicn said, ‘ Kalin Sahib, we have liad a 
fatiguing journey; had wc not better rest here for a 
sliort time, and take a little refreshment ?’ ‘By all 
means,’ said the N.i'wab ; ‘ I, too, feel a little "weaiy, 
and shall be glad of my subzi.’ 

“ Subzi Kahn then dismounted, laid his sword 
and shield upon tlic gi-ound, spread his carpet, and 
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sat down, inviting Dulccl and Kluilcol to bo seated 
beside him, while the slave givl prepared his subzl. 
Laljoo also, as one of good bu-th, seated himself near 
the Nawab, and Gomani stood behind him, appeav- 
iiif to be much interested in the conversation. It 

O 

was necessary for the thuffs to have this strong- 
party placed around the Nawab, for he was a very 
bold and powerful man, and would probably have 
made but too good use of a moment’s warning. The 
grooms were at this time engaged with the horses, 
and the troopers were smoking tlieir pipes at a dis- 
tance, listening to some jocular tale from a face- 
tious fellow of our party, while death stood at 
their elbows. All things being prepared, and the 
coast clear, the Nawab was suddenly strangled by 
Gomani, Avhilo Laljoo and Dulecl held his legs. 
In the same instant his followers were likewise 
despatched ; and in less than ten minutes from the 
time when the Nawab and his followers were all 
laughing and chatting, their lifeless forms were 
buried beneath large stones in tlic bed of the \Yater- 
course. 

Our booty consisted of a gold bracelet, twenty-five 
gold coins, and fifty rupees, some valuable arras and 
weapons, cloths, and a very handsome bird-cage, 
besides the horses and pony. The distribution of 
the booty was thus made ; Khuleel received the most 
valuable horse, my father had another, Duleel and 
Guugoo the third, and Gomani and Laljoo the pony, 
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wliich a very handsome one. Wo are always 
very cautious in disposing of our plunder. Khuleel 
sent Ids horse home foi’ Ids own use, my father sold 
his at Boorhanpoor, Duleel parted with Ids at Oin- 
radii, and Goinani kept the pony for many yeai’S. 
Goniani had, however, nearly brought us into diffi- 
culty by his imprudence ; for, having received in his 
share a very handsome shield, he carried it to tlie 
bazaar in Elichpoorj and offered it for sale, at the 
ridiculous price of eight rupees ; in consequence of 
wddcli folly, on liis part, suspicion was excited, and 
the people could not help remarking that it was sold 
too cheaply to have been honestly obtained. Goinani 
hearing this, immediately gave the merchant the slip, 
without waiting for his money, and, when tlie people 
found that ho had fled, they pursued him to our 
camp; but our spies brought us timely notice of their 
approach, and we concealed our comrade beneath the 
trappings and housings of our horses. As soon as 
the enquiiy was over, we quitted the neighbourhood 
of Elichpoor for a time, and afterwaz’ds, on returning, 
we found that a sedulous search was being made for 
the Nawab Subzi Kahn, by his son Sholam Hyder 
Kahn. He could be traced to Elichpoor, but no 
fm’ther. We immediately dispei’sed, and quitted that 
part of the country altogether/' 

The favourite haunt of these atrocious mm’derers, 
in the neighbourhood of Elichpoor, was an ancient 
and in great part dilapidated village called Mungiool^ 
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about half way between Eliebpoor and Hingolcc, 
uudci’ the little range of bills v/liich bound the pro- 
vince of Berar, on the north. Here, the mausoleum 
of Meer Uaiat Ivalundur w.'is a refuge for the mis- 
creants, in eases of alarm; the olliciating fakidrs 
having been accomplices if not actors in this trade 
of blood, until detected. Erom the assumed sanctity 
of their office, and the implicit confidence placed in 
them by unwary travellers who sought shelter in the 
tomb or in adjacent serais, these fakhirs, of course, 
enjoyed every possible facility for entrapping their 
prey. During the recent operations of the govern- 
ment for the suppression of tliugyi, the remains of an 
appalling number of murdered persons were dis- 
covered in the neighbourhood, and many of the guilty 
blood-stained perpetrators were brought to execution, 
although befriended by the landholders as well as by 
the priests. 

What rendered this abhorrent, inhuman system of 
thuggi peculiaa'ly frightful in its nature and eficct, 
was the wonderful secrecy with which its operations 
were carried on, notwithstanding the ahnost incre- 
dible extent to which all classes and characters of 
persons engaged in it ; a religious secrecy, not infe- 
rior to that of free-masomy, and which, like that, 
had apparently existed for hunch'eds of years, without 
violation. It also possessed a mystic language of 
its own, by which the fraternity, like those of the 
masonic craft, were enabled to recognise and com- 

H 2 
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niunictite with one another^ without attracting the 
notice of the uninitiated. But enough has lately 
been written upon this subject to render a general 
description of the system unnecessary in this place ; 

^ although it does not appear to be commonly known 
that even the most flourishing and wealthy merchants, 
as well as private individuals of otherwise uTeproach- 
ablo character, were, in numbers incredible, not only 
privy to, but actually practitioners of, the diabolical 
art. ^ Captain Sleemau’s reports mention an instance 
of a shopkeeper of excellent character, wlio had for 
sevex’al yeai’s served the officers and soldiers in can- 
tonments, at Ilingolee, being convicted as a leader 
of thugs s and persons of high rank have also been 
implicated in the practice. It is mentioned in the 
evidence of one culprit, that the thugs considered it 
their greatest secmdty to be conspicuous persons, 
either in trade or office; as, in cases of discovery, 
the public would never think of looking for mxir- 
derers among those whom they were accustomed to 
see daily, and to converse with, in so different a 
capacity. It is natural to suppose that intrepidity 
and boldness of demeanour would be the most valu- 
able qualifications for the perpetration of such deeds 
of horror, and those best calculated to cover the 
criminals from detection ; hut these ai*e qualities 
altogether unknown to the thugs^ and they reler 
their long impunity to their characteristic timidity, 
which has driven them to unwearied caution, llie 
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IlUxdoo goddess of evil, Kulli, is the presiding genius 
of thuggi^ and under her banners, it is strange to 
relate, Mussulmans, no less than Hindoos, perform 
the bloody rites ^Yhich they atYoct to regard as rc- 
lijxious sacrifices. Yet -when we lind tliat tlic "iant 
power of superstition has leagued itself ^Yith avarice, 
I know not how we can be surprised at any ex- 
tremity of fiendish cruelty and guilt which may 
spring from the alliance. 

The tomb of Mccr Haiat Ivalundur, at Muugi'ool, 
which I have mentioned as having been a favourite 
resort of these wretches, is thought to be of <xreat 
antiquity; and it is probable, that the sanctified 
person whoso name it records, accompanied into 
the Dekkan the army of Alla-nd-Deen, hereinbefore 
discoursed of. Little, however, is known concerning 
the history of his holiness, beyond what his name 
implies, and the anniversary of his death, on whicli 
day some honorary ceremonies are still observed, and 
a large mekiy or fair, is held, for the purposes of 
worldly as well as of spiritual barter. 

The term Kalundui’,*^ is that which English trans- 
lators have written calender, and which is pleasantly 
familiar to all lovers of the Arabian Nights^ Enter- 
tainments. This tribe of religious mendicants is not 
numerous iu India, doubtless in consequence of the 
slight esteem in which their community is here held, 
while in Arabia it still enjoys a high repute for 

* Tho accent is on the second syllable. 
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sanctity. I have not, at any time, met "with these 
people ; but Captain Taylor, whose beautiful sketches 
are the chief embellishment of the present volume, 
has been more fortunate. He gives me the following 
note concerning them. I have seen more of them ^ 
at Hyderabad than elsewhere. Their costume is 
peculiar above all others. It consists of a conical 
felt hat, worked into chequers of white, red, and 
black; and their gown, which descends from the 
neck ^ to the calf of the leg, is of diamond-shaped 
patches of the same colours. A few gourds for 
carrying water, are hung over the shoulder, or at 
the waist ; and usually a bright steel rod, sometimes 
headed with a trident, completes their equipment. 
They never marry, hut ai'e of habits exceedingly 
dissolute and debauched, and are always most 
sturdy and importunate beggars/’ Stories of the 
kalundurs are current throughout India, and nu- 
merous enough to occupy another series of a thou- 
sand and one nights, though not always very credit- 
able to the tribe. I^ave selected the following, as 
being illustrative of their pretensions to the especial 
favour and protection of Providence : — 

THE KALUNDUR ANH THE VIZIER- 

In the days of religious prosperity, a kalundur, 
whose travel- worn appearance betokened his arrival 
from some distant place, made his salaam to the 
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klialif, and demanded, in the name of Alla, to be 
admitted into the royal household, as the ghostly 
adviser of the court. The khalif was prepossessed 
by the kalundur s appearance, and not only granted 
his request, but promised to promote him to great 
favour, if his merits, and the nature of his services, 
were equal to his bold deportment, A short trial 
convinced the khalif of the superior wisdom and 
judgment of his new counsellor ; and, as his intelli- 
gence and accomplishments became daily more com- 
pletely developed, the commander of the faithful 
evinced a growing preference for his society and con- 
versation, and exhibited a marked deference to his 
opinions, such as he had never befoi’e been known to 
yield to any man. These things, of course, excited 
the envy of all the courtiers, and rendered the new- 
comer especially offensive to the vizier, whose glory 
was becoming daily more and more fully eclipsed. 
The kalundur still continued to increase in favour ; 
and the vizier, being afraid of taking open measures 
for his destruction, constrained himself to affect great 
cordiality of demeanour, in order that he might the 
more certainly effect his ruin hy some secret stratagem. 

With this motive, the vizier one day invited 
the kalundur to his house, to partake of a meal, 
previously to their evening attendance upon their 
royal master ; and, having received the kalundim s 
willino' assent, he rave orders to his slaves to mix .a 

O ^ O 

large quantity of garlic wth one half of each dish 
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which was to be served up^ and to place the dishes 
so that the portions containing the garlic should be 
nearest to his guest. The unsuspecting halundur 
partook heartily of the savoury viands, and, when 
the meal was finished, complimented the vizier upon 
the skill of his cook, 

“ Truly,” replied the -wily vizier, Ikis done 
his vrork most cleverly to-day ; but it just occurs 
to me, that we have been indiscreet in indolging’ 
our appetites, to the prejudice of our duty towards 
the khalif. You perhaps were not aware, and I 
myself had until this moment forgotten, that he 
has a peculiar aversion to the scent of garlic; 

I fear, indeed, that he will scarcely tolerate our 
presence/' 

Indeed, is it so ? " said the kalundur, •• how 
very untoward a circumstance is this ! for the khalif 
informed me, after the durlar, that he should not he 
able to dispense with our attendance this evening, in 
consequence of some momentous aSairs in which he 
required our united advice* However, with sound 
consciences, and a devout confidence in Alla and the 
prophet, we shah, doubtless, be reheved firom all 
difficulties/' 

When the host and his guest had parted, the vizier 
went directly to the palace, and privately informed 
the khalif that the ungratefiil kalundur had been 
guilty of treason, in disrespectfully circulating a 
report, that he, the commander of the faitliful, bad 
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a breath so abominably impure and oiiensive, that 
it was past the endurance of all ^Yholesomc persons. 
Now, while the vizier was yet speaking, the kalim- 
dur entered the presence-chamber, and, having made 
his salaam, seated himself at a distance from the 
khalif, instead of at his usual post of distinction. 
This cii’cumstance confirmed in the royal mind the 
truth of what tho vizier had told him, but which he 
had hitherto regarded' with suspicion. Hereupon 
the khalif commanded tho kalundur to draw near. 
That faithful person immediately obeyed ; but as he 
approached the throne, he very considerately covered 
his mouth with the sleeve of his garment, lest the 
scent of garlic should annoy the monarch. This 
second action put to flight all doubts whicli might 
have remained in tho mind of the khalif, touching 
the accusation made against the kalundur; and the 
vizier, foreseeing, as he believed, a pending storm of 
rage and vengeance, silently withdrew, that he might 
appear to have taken no part in bringing about the 
downfal of the favourite. He was, however, but 
ill acquainted with the manners of his iDrince ; for 
the khalif, restraining all expressions of the indigna- 
tion which burnt within him, wrote on a slip of 
paper a few \Yords to the governor of a distant for- 
tress, saying : — Let the bearer hereof be imme- 
diately put to such a death as may be a warning to all 
traitors.’* Llaving sealed it, the khalif delivered it 
to the kalundur, telling him to convey it to the 
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goYonior to whom it Yvas addressech and to return 
speedily Avith an answer. 

The Icaluudur, being ignorant of the purport of 
the letter with which he was entrusted, congratulated 
himself upon so readj* an excuse for quitting his 
nionarcli s presence, without the necessity of opening 
his lips ; and, making a humble salaam to the 
kbalif, he withdi-ew. While he yet stood at the 
gate of the palace, prepai-ing to mount his elephant, 
the Auzier chanced to piass "that way on horse- 
back, and betrayed in his countenance no little 
astonishment on seeing the kalimdur with his head 
still upon his shoulders. With affected concern, 
however, he inquired how that wise man had 
fortunately managed to escape the vengeance of 
the khalif. 

The kalundiu' innocently replied, — “ Alla and the 
Prophet heff'iended me ; for although the khalif was 
evidently annoyed by the scent of the garlic, his 
aveat forbearance induced him to overlook my lault ; 
prohablj' in consideration of m}' careful delicacy in 
covering my mouth when I approached tlie royal 
presence. Nay, I have good cause to know, that I 
have exjierienced no disfavour with my prince, inas- 
much as he has entrusted me with au errand wliich 
will doubtless have its reward. One thing only 
perplexes me.- I know not if the evil he ath-ibutable 
to the richness of your hospitality j hut certain it is, 
that since I left the khalif, I have suftered so much 
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internal pain, that I am doubtful of my ability to 
perform the journey." 

Tho minister was undoubtedly mortified to find 
his scheme thus apparently frustrated ; but his 
avarice taught him to anticipate some new advantage 
from the position of the Icalundur. He expected 
that accordiu" to custom the messenger from the 
Ichalif would receive a immiliccnt present from the 
govenior of tho fortress; and lio also conjectured 
that if he could himself obtain tho eonnnissiou, a 
faithful and speedy oxccutiou of the klialif's orders 
might not ojily be rewarded witli emolument, hut 
also restore him to his former place and influence at 
court. Having revolved these tilings in Ids mind, 
tho vizier exhibited the most aticctionato regard for 
the kalundurs health, and entreated him, as a mat- 
ter of duty to his sovereign, not to hazard his precious 
life by encountering tho fatigues of travel at such 
a moment, hut to sufter him, tho vizier, to undertake 
the journey id his stead. The indisposition of tho 
Icalundur increased every moment, and as he feared 
to delay the royal commission with wliich he was 
charged, he reluctantly transferred his trust into the 
hands of the vizier, saying, is wisely written 
that the arrow of fate is always discharged from 
the bow of Providence ; our lives are a mere target." 

After the vizier had departed, the kalundur con- 
tinued indisposed for several days, and was in con- 
sequence unable to attend the court ; but the vizier, 

I 
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elate with his prospect of revenge and aggrandise- 
ment, proceeded to the governor's palace and deli- 
vered thekhalifs letter. Immediately upon perusal 
of that death-warrant, the governor ordered the 
vizier to be bound with his head touching his 

O 

heels, and in that postm’e to be suspended over 
the gate of the fort until he died ; an inscription 
being witten over him, warning all beholders that 
such would be the inevitable fate of aU who should be 
guilty of perfidy or disrespect to a gracious sovereign. 

It happened that, in the intei’im, the khalif also 
had been indisposed and unable to attend his court ; 
but, on his recovery, he despatched a messenger to 
the house of the vizier, to inquire if any tidings had 
been received concerning the kalundur, or the object 
of his mission. The reply which he received was, 
that the kalundur was then in attendance upon his 
majesty’s pleasure, with news of importance; but 
that the vizier had been some days departed upon 
his majesty’s commission to the governor of a certain 
distant forfress. On hearing these things, the khalif 
was filled with admiration, for "with the eagle eye 
of wisdom he in a moment detected the operation 
of Divine justice. The kalundur was ’ immediately 
admitted to the presence, and a few words of expla- 
nation sufi&ced to establish the truth of the reflection 
which the kalundur had addressed to the vizier : 

“ The arrow of fate is always discharged from the 
bow of Providence ; our lives are a mere target." 
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War, my lord, 

Is of eternal use to humankind. 

JKFFEItY. 

About twenty miles distant from Elichpoor, in 
the direction of Boorlianpoor, is Gawilgliur, lately 
one of the strongest hill- fortresses in Soutliern India. 
The citadel cro^vns a lofty rugged cone projecting 
from the chain of mountains which bounds the pro- 
vince of Berar on the north ; and the fortifications 
extend in three distinct lines of in*egular works, 
around all the angles of its precipitous sides. Whe- 
ther its natural or artificial defences be most formid- 
able, it is difiicult to decide. The place is of great 
antiquity; it has been described by Abul Fazil 
under the name of Kaweel, and other historians 
have called it Gavul and Gaial. The natives afem 
that it was originally built by one of the earliest 
of the monarchs of Delhi, but that, having fallen into 
decay, it was rebuilt by Mahmood Gawan, at the 
command of Mohummed Shah the Second. This 
notion has probably arisen fr’om an anecdote in the 
history of Mohummed Shah, related by Ferishta, 
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concerning some fort which must have been situated 
hereabouts, but of which the name is not mentioned. 
“ Moiiummed Shah,” says this entertaining historian, 
“ happening one day to be marching by a ruined 
hill-fort, inquired its origin, and the cause of its 
neglected fate. Being told that it had been erected 
by an ancient Icing of Delhi to keep the borderers in 
subjection, the prince halted, and commanded that it 
should be repaired without delay, entrusting the exe- 
cution of his orders to his general Mahmood Gawan. 
This chief made such wonderful exertions, that the 
ordinary work of two years was accomplished in the 
short space of six months, a garrison was established, 
and ample stores of all kinds were laid in for its 
defence. Mohummed Shah, finding the work com- 
pleted in so short a time, exclaimed, ‘ The omni- 
potent Alla hath bountifully conferred upon me two 
incalculable blessings— a great kingdom, and a still 
greater servant Thus saying, he took off his 
upper robes, and bidding Mahmood Gawan receive 
and wear them, he took, in their place, those of the 
fortunate Mahmood Gawan, and put them on his 
own person. No history, perhaps, records an instance 
of so extraordinary an honour conferred by any king 
upon a subject." This tale, it must be allowed, is, 
at best, a little doubtful in its application, although 
certain it is that great improvements and enlarge- 
ments were made in the place by Mohummed 
Shah, and that after he had Subdivided the province 
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of Bern* ii^to two govcnimonts, Gawilghur became 
one of the capitals. 

It may bo mentioned, as an instance of the 
precarious value of a despot’s highest favpur, that the 
active, devoted servant whom Mohummed Shah thus 
distinguished, very shortly afterwards suffered an 
unjust death at the hand of his prince, upon the bare 
accusation of some envious conspirators. An inscrip- 
tion was placed over his remains, which, by a play 
upon the numeral letters contained in the date of 
his death, records the injustice of his fate. It is thus 
written : — 

If you would know the date whereupon the innocent 
martyr, truly worthy of profound veneration, whose un- 
measured bounty made the whole earth to rejoice, first drank 
the black waters of eternity, you will find it commemorated in 

L> (Jjj' 

The unjust Execution. 

In Numerals. 

The fifth day of the month Suffur, a, b. 886. 

The historian above quoted relates the incident 
by which this faithful vizier acquired his name, 
Gawan, which signifies “ a cow.” Mohammed Shah 
was one evening seated upon the chubootra.^ or 
marble terrace, in front of the palace, surrounded by 
his nobles and officers of state, enjoying the fragrant 
fumes of his hookka and the 'svitty converse of his 

i2 
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familiars, among whom the vizier was pi'e-eminent. 
Presently in tlie midst of their mirth a cow com- 
menced lowing and making a great noise, imme- 
diately beneath the terrace ; when one of the 
assembly laugliingly inquired, “ 0 vizier, being 
undoubtedly an oracle of wisdom, you will certainly 
be able to inform us what that cow is talkinof about.” 
To wliicli the vizier immediately replied : “ The 
cow was addressing herself to me only ; but, as you 
desire to know the meaning of her discourse, I will 
not withhold it, since it may be found instructive. 
She spoke in terms of remonstrance, saying, ^ O 
vizier ! wherefore, being one of my species, do you 
degrade yourself and your kind, by holding com- 
munion with asses T ” All present trembled for the 
presumption of the ministei*, but Mohammed Shah, 
as the vizier had foreseen, was too well amused by 
the readiness of his vnt to be angry, and only 
imposed upon him the cognomen of Gawan, to com- 
memorate the circumstance. 

The fortress of Gawilghm* experienced many 
reverses of fortime during the short-lived dynasty 
of the Imad Shahi kini^s of Berar, who threw off 
tbeb* allegiance to the princes of Bidur in a.d. 
1484. It was in this place that the usurper Toofal 
Kahn took refuge wtb bis young son and a little 
band of faithful adherents, after bis army bad been 
routed and literally annihilated by the king of 
Ahmednuggur. Pui’sued to the very walls of the 
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fort by a party of the enemy’s cavalry, ho Avas 
actually overtaken by the foremost horseman at the 
very gate; and, exhausted with fixtigue, he would 
doubtless have fallen, an easy captive, into the hands 
of his pursuers, had it not been but for the assist- 
ance of a woman who, having anxiously watched his 
flight from the battlement, became interested in his 
fate, although a stranger to her, and eftected his 
rescue by casting down, upon the head of the trooper, 
a heavy stone, which killed him upon the spot. 

The impregnable nature of the fortress rendered 
Toofal Kahn a temporary seciudty against the arms 
of his foes ; and when his little garrison was reduced 
to a feeble band of only a dozen men, he still 
managed, for a time, to keep his assailants at bay. 
After great labour and perseverance, however, the 
besiegers succeeded in dragging a gun up the moun- 
tain s side to a spot whence they could batter one 
of the bastions ; and having, by degrees, eflected a 
practicable breach, an officer, with twenty-eight men 
and a trumpeter, secretly, under cover of the night, 
surmounted the wall. Having gained the ramparts, 
the gallant leader ordered the trumpeter to blow a 
loud blast, and the affrighted garrison, believing that 
a large force had surprised them, abandoned the 
fort, without striking a blow, and fled to the neigh- 
bouring mountains. Toofal Kahn was shortly 
afterwards captured, with his family and a small 
band of his followers — amounting in all to about 
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forty persons ; they were inhumanly crammed into 
a small dungeon, a miniature of the Calcutta hlack- 
Iiole, where they all perished in a few hours. 
Gawilghur continued for many years the scat of 
government for Bei’ar, although the princes fre- 
quently resided at Elichpoor, and at a pjilace, about 
four miles distant from the fort, prettily called 
Kahnsamankanuggur. 

A few words concerning the last assault which 
Gawilghur sustained, will possibly prove more 
acceptable to English readers than all the tales of 
its vicissitudes, from the time of the very first Mo- 
hummed; for undoubtedly an especial interest will 
be attached to information which is in any measure 
illustrative of the Despatches of his Grace the Duke 
of Wellington, lately published. I have refrained 
from attempting any particular descx’iption of the 
plan and disposition of the fortress, in order that I 
might avail myself of the words of the illustrious 
personage who conducted the operations alluded 
to. The Duke of Wellington (then Major-Gene- 
ral the Honourable Arthur Wellesley) invested 
Gawilghur on the J3th of December 1803, thirteen 
days after his glorious victory of Arg.auin ; and in 
his despatch to the Governor-General, ho gives 
the following account of the place : — ' 

“ The fort of Gawilghur is situated in a range 
of mountains between the sources of the rivers 
Pooma and Taptee. It stands on a lofty mouu- 
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* was upon the whole the most advantageouSj and we 
accordingly adopted it.” 

Such were the outward difficulties of this fastness, 
defended by a brave and skilful commander, Benee 
Singh, with a garrison of five thousand hardy Rajh- 
poots and Ghoseins, in addition to irregulars j and 
yet, within eight-and-forty hours from the opening 
'of their batteries, the British troops had stormed and 
carried the fort. But, fortunately, with British 
trooj>s and British commanders, increased difficulties 
only give rise to renewed ardour and determination. 
The illustrious Duke occupied the ground in front of 
the southern face, through which pass the only roads 
communicating with the plains. Another division, 
commanded by Colonel Stevenson, by dint of perse- 
verance against difficulties almost insurmountable, 
succeeded in dragging a battering train through 
ravines and mountain torrents, to the table-land 
overlooking the northern side. From this point the 
main assault was made, Avhile the garrison was 
diverted by feints upon the south and north-west 
gates. After the breaches were reported practicable, 
the storming party, gallantly commanded by Lieut.- 
Colonel Kenny, carried it like true Biatish soldiers, 
though opposed in the most determined manner by 
Benee Singh, in person, supported by the Killadar 
and a strong force of chosen men ; all of whom, in- 
cluding their leaders, fell sword in hand, having 
solemnly sworn that they would die rather than 
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submit. The second wall being deeply retired, could 
uot be bivachcd by either buttery, but was; carried 
by escalade in the most s])iritcd manner, by a de- 
tachment from the light company of the O-lth Ivegt., 
under Captain Campbell. These, having surmounted 
the wall, cut their way to the gate in defiance of all 
resistance, and succeeded in opening it to the storm - 
ing party, who instantly rushed in and took pos- 
session of the fort. The greater part of the garrison 
who were uot slain, cxjiccting no quarter, leaped from 
the battlements, and were dashed to atoms. Tho 
spot wliero Bence Singh and his bravo followers wxro 
cut down is marked by a few liumble tombs, wliicli 
tboEajlipoots point out with mucli pride. Although 
in tlio thorouglifarc from the Dellii gate, they might 
otlierwise escape the notice of a stranger, so unpre- 
tending arc they in appearance ; while they arc sur- 
rounded, on all sides, wdth tlie ostentatious mauso- 
leums of proud jMussiilmans, whose very names liave 
long since passed into oblivion. 

Before Benee Sino;h went to the defence of the 
breach, lie bad told his wife that he had vowed not 
to outlive the fall of the place, and had exacted from 
her a promise, that if his signet were brought to her, 
which would he a token of his death, she should 
immediately destroy herself ; and in the same event 
he commanded all the women of his household to ho 
put to death, according to the Rajhpoot custom in 
such cases. "When the Duke entered the fort, he 
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found these poor women, twelve or fourteen in 
number, some dead and others • severely wounded, 
huddled together at the bottom of a dry reservoir, 
weltering in their blood. Those who survived were 
tenderly taken care of, and, much to their astonish- 
ment, were restored with all possible respect to such 
friends as chanced to remain to them. A boy, a son 
of the Killadar s, was also found severely wounded ; 
and after he recovered, the Duke bestowed upon 
him some villages beyond the hills, where he stiU 
resides, losing no opportunity of extolling to the 
skies the very wonderful and unexpected generosity 
of the conqueror. 

Colonel Welsh, who was present at the investment 
of Ga^vilglllu•, tells an amusing and characteristic 
anecdote, exhibiting a fair specimen of the material 
of which British veterans are composed. He says : * 
“We had been one night working very hard at a 
battery half way up the hill, and afterwards cleared 
a road up to it ; but no power we possessed could 
move our iron battering- guns above a few hundred 
yards from the bottom, so steep and rugged was the ' 
ascent. I had just been relieved from working by a 
fresh party, and Avas enjoying a few moments’ rest 
on some clean straAV, when the ■ officer commanding 
the working party came up to Colonel AVallace, and 
reported that it Avas impossible to get the heavy guns 
up to the battery. The Colonel, Avho Avas brigadier 
of the trenches, exclaimed, — ‘ Impossible ! hoot. 
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mon ! it must be done ! I ’ve got the order in my 
pocket ! ’ These words, although they failed to 
transport the guns intd^the battery, fully illustrated 
the true character of this noble and devoted soldier.” 

■ The result of the assault of Gawilghur was a 
death-blow to the hopes of the chiefs who had con- 
federated to oppose the British government, and was 
immediately followed by a treaty of peace, which did 
honour to the generosity no less than to the diplo- 
macy of the great General who arranged^!. 

The Peer Putteh Gate, which is represented in 
the annexed view, stands at the top of a rugged 
and difficult acclivity, which is called the Short 
Ghat, because somewhat less rugged and difficult 
than the others. The traveller who accomplishes 
the ascent is, however, amply recompensed for his 
labour, by the magnificent scenery spread out on all 
sides around him, and by the cool, refreshing air, 
which is the more enjoyable when contrasted with the 
close, unwholesome vapours of the ravines and jungul 
passes of the low country. On either side of the gate- 
way is a watch-tower, containing many small rooms, 
with embrasures which overlook the fortifications ; 
these were formerly used as places of arms. Sm-- 
mounting the tower on the right is a spacious apart- 
ment, which, from the superiority of its finish, appears 
to have been the resort of the chieftains, and, when in 
repair, must have afibrded them a delightful evening 
lounge. Over the entrance is a Persian inscription, 
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which states that the gate was erected by Sultan 
Mahmood ; unfortunately the date is obliterated. 
There are two or three other ruins of interest in the 
fort ; but, since the siege, it has been very thinly 
inhabited, and allowed to fall into complete dilapi- 
dation. The Jumma Musjid, or principal mosque, 
is in a rapid process of decay, but still occasionally 
used by the faithful for the performance of worship. 
There are some fine remains of the old Eajh Malial, 
or I’oyal palace, a Mohummedan structure of great 
extent ; but many of the walls, as well as the roof, 
have fallen, and are now overrun with rank weeds of 
gigantic growth and jungul grass ; an enticing cover 
for the bears, leopards, jackals, and lesser animals, 
which are here very numerous, and appear to share 
such accommodation as the fort offers, upon a most 
amicable understanding with the other inhabitants. 
Terry, that quaintest of early travellers to India, 
gives an amusing account of the “ discommodities, 
inconveniences, and annoyances,” arising from the 
multitude of wild beasts and vermin which fre- 
quently disturb the habitations of man in the East. 

“ The annoyances of these countries,” he writes, “ are, - 
first, many harmful beasts of prey, such as lyons, 
tygers, woolves, jackalls, with others. Those jackalls 
seem to he wild dogs, who in great companies run 
up and down in the silent night, much disquieting 
the peace thereof, hy their most hideous noise. 
Those most ravenous creatures wll not sufter a man 
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to rest quietly in his gi-avo oven ; for, if liis hocly be 
not buried very deep, they ■will dig him tbenee, and 
bury as luncb of him again as they can consume 
in their bungiy bellies. In their rivers are many 
crocodiles, and — latet anguis in herha — on tbo land 
not a few overgrown snakes, with other venomous 
and pernicious creatures.” Could Terry return to 
bis earthly wanderings, and take lip bis abode for a 
few days among the ruins of Gawilgbur, it is pos- 
sible that be might bo induced to form as charitable 
an opinion of the jackals and other harmful beasts 
of prey, as he ultimately did concerning the lizards, 
which he has described as being “ shaped likely unto 
crocodiles, of a sad green colour, and but little crea- 
tures, the fear of whom presents itself mostly to the 
eye ; for," says he, “ I do not know of a certainty 
that they are in anyAvisc hurtful.” The natives of 
Gawilsrhiu’ affirm, that notAvithstandin" the aieat 
numbers of these formidable fellow-citizens, they are 
never so “abundantly disquieted by the ferocity and 
rapaciousness of them” as was the “ lieai't -afiright- 
ened” Terry. 

There are the remains of many extensive tanks or 
reservoirs within the fort. Some of them are still 
filled with water, and must have been remarkably 
handsome, when in repair, especially that called the 
Deo Talab, pool of Mahadeo, who is the tutelar god 
of the place, under the name of Bulla-ji. Upon an emi- 
nence near the Deo Talab is a pretty little temple dedi- 
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cated to this deity, containing a row of white marble 
images, with the nsual mnltiplicity of arms, and 
hideousness of aspect; but these impersonations of 
the gods attributes are now neglected in conseq^uence 
of an event whereby, a few years since, the altars 
became polluted. The story, by way of distinction, 
is called 

i 

THE TRAGEDY OF GAWILGHUR, 

and is thus told : — 

The officiating Brahmin was a very aged and 
infirm man, but renowned for his great sanctity and 
the efficacy of his prayers. During a life of extreme 
privation and self-denial, the old man had succeeded 
in amassing a very large sum of money, which it 
was expected he would eventually bequeath for the 
rebuilding’ or repairing of aU sacred Hindoo edifices 
■within the fort. One evening a Gossein arrived at 
Gawilghur, travel- worn and exhausted ; and, having 
been cherished and refreshed by the hospitality and 
anxious care of the pious Hindoos whose charity he 
claimed, he inquired, as a straugei", for the temple of 
Mahadeo, and presently retired thither. He remained 
many days at the temple, assisting the Brahmin in 
his religious duties, to aU appearance a most devoted 
and indefatigable slave of the god. 

So excellent and useful a person did this Gossein 
appear, that he was received into great favour and 
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coiifulonco by tlio Draliinin, ami waa ontrustod to lovy 
contributiuua on tiio inliabitanta, for thu service* of the 
toinplc, iu an approaching festival. It was generally 
understood that at this pageant iu honour of their 
tutelar god, the devout < lossoin would jHiblicly submit 
to some wonderfully e.vcniciating penance and morti- 
iication ; ami it therefore excited no little sur])rise in 
the minds of the guards, when, on the morning before 
the festival, they beheld the stranger, ccpiipped .as if 
for a jouiaioy, attempt to pass out by the southern 
giitc. Ilis manner, too, excited suspicion, and it was 
noticed that his feet were bespattered with blood. 
Being (pieslioncd by the Durwaii, he replied that, 
being a Jhain, and not an orthodox Hindoo, ho had 
just been preparing a ram for sacrifice, and was 
then hound in se.areh of certain herbs which could he 
found only in the plains : but the confusion of his 
demeanour, and the app.arently great weight of the 
bundle which he caii'ied over his shoulder, induced 
the Durwau to detain the holy man, iu defiance of 
his protestations and auathennas. Finding resistance 
vain, ho was, at his own request, talcen hack to the 
temple, to prove, as he said, the truth of his asser- 
tions. 

On entering the apartment, the guard discovered 
a spectacle which filled the hearts of all beholders 
with utter consternation and liorror. Prostrate before 
the altar, with the head towards the principal imaffc* 
of the god, as if in the act of prayer, lay the lifeless 

k2 
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form of the aged Brahmin, his skull literally beaten to 
atoms, and his brains scattered about the floor. Beside 
him lay a small marble image of the god, besmeared 
with blood, and which had evidently been used as the 
implement of murder. Terror-stricken at this awful 
sight — for Menu has declared the murder of a Brah- 
min to be the most inexpiable of all crimes, and one 
whicli brings the vengeance of Heaven upon the very 
soil itself, and upon aU dwellers in the neighbour- 
hood where the deed is perpetrated, no less than 
upon .the murderer — the Diirwan and the rest of the 
guard fell upon then’ faces to implore the protection 
of the insulted god ; and at that moment the culprit, 
taking advantage of the confusion, fled from the 
temple and leaped over the battlements. Down, down, 
he was hurled, about a hundred and fifty feet, over 
the rugged precipice, expecting to terminate his flight 
in the waters of the reservoir below ; but as the all- 
kuowing Mahadeo had purposely broken away the 
embankment and dra-wn off the water, in the night- 
time, the mux’derous Gossein was plunged head- 
foremost into soft mud, in which he sunk up to his 
blood-stained feet. He was immediately rescued, 
though in an insensible state, by some persons who, 
from below, had witnessed his headlong fall; and, 
before he was restored to consciousness, he was again 
ill the custody of tlie guards. 

He now made a full confession of his crime, and an 
enormous amount of the Brahmins treasure was 
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founi-l In luH IntmUe, :vml in secret places wlicro lie 
liad couccaleil it. WithuuL further trial, he was 
hiadcil ^s’ith heavv irons, and condemned to carrv 
lar; 4 C atones fur the rchuildinjf of the walls. I3nt his 
earthly jmnishineut was iu>t of long duration ; for 
the ven''efal ^lahadco afdietcsl him with a dre.idfnl 

o 

bt‘:?ulc3 ;i huutUxHl other iniinnitic^ ; and ho 
sjK'odil y tjank under a horrihlo accuuiulatiouof nicatal 
and bodily pangrf. Altbongbj in hh lifc-tiinc, no duo 
could be obtained to hiii former hijitory, It di:^- 
covered, after h\s death, that he ^vas the bon of a 
^vealthy Hindoo nierdiant at Ik)orhanj)oor, who, 
some years previously, had hceii compelled to cast 
liiin oft’, fur hi^ incorrigible proftigacy. 


The hills about Clasvilgluir have for ages pabt 
been a favourite retreat for that extraordinary 
sect, tbc Jhaius; coucerning \Yhom scarcely any 
authentic infonnatiou is on record. They, in 
many respects, resemble tlie ancient Boodhists ; 
several of their tenets are similar; their temples are 
frecpiently of the same fashion ; and their images of 
^vorship arc remarkable for the curly hair and African 
featiu’cs peculiar to the Boodhist idols. Tlicse two 
sects agree in denying the divine origin of the Vedas; 
they follow a similar mode of ^Yorsbip, in honour of 
certain eminent saints having the same attributes, 
though they are dilicrcntly named ; and they mutu- 
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ally recognize the subordinate deities of the orthodox 
Hindoos. With both, the doctrine of transniigx'ation 
is essential. Theii' legcndaiy tales and mystical 
allegories, though differing in substance, are wonder- 
fully similar, in tone and character, and even surpass 
in exaggeration the monstrous absurdities of Brah- 
miuical Hindooisra. In all other matters, tlio Jhains 
and the Boodhists arc at variance, especially ^\^th 
regard to caste ,• for although the Jliams admit the 
usual division into the four principal tribes, they 
select their priests from the B/taisias or cultivators, 
instead of from the Brahmins. This has, accordmg 
to the earliest traditions, given undying offence to the 
Brahmins, who are ever at ojieii wai’fore with the 
Jhains ; and in consequence of this, the latter arc 
always found in separate communities. Among some 
classes of Brahmins, this spirit of enmity is carried to 
so great a length that they introduce into their daily 
prayer the most bitter maledictions against the 
Jhains ; and these again, for the sake of retaliation, 
habitually cry out “ Brahmuni Kshaium” that is, 
“May tho Brahmins perish ! ” 

Tlie Jhain temples m.ay bo known more by the 
peculiarity of their sculptures than by any singnlai'ity 
or uniformity of structure j and they are usually 
found in groups of eight, or ten, or more, huddled 
closely together in some very retired and romantic 
spot. The accompanying drawing represents some 
remarkable specimens, situated upon the preeijntous 
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banks of a mountain torrent, at a place called 
Moohkta''horri, a little distance north-west from 
Gawiiglmr. The ^pot whereon these temples stand 
is remarkably pieturesipio. It is approached by 
a narrow winding path, bcaide a mountain-torrent 
which dashes through the holtom of a tiiickly wooded 
glen ; whence a peep may, hero and there, bo caught 
of the temples, lowering aloft, and overhung by a 
wildly precipitous and craggy moantain, from the 
rugged sides whereof, muncrous foaming cataracts 
gush fortli. Now, uniting in one broad expanse, a 
rolling m;LS3 of foam goes tumbling headlong from a 
giddy heiglit, and spreads a silver mist across the 
hanging woods, amid which a thousand mimic rain- 
bows aj)pear and vanish with magical rapidity, iis 
the eddying breezes continually assemble and disperse. 
And now again a boldly jutting rock divides and 
scatters wido the foaming ti<le, wliieh creeps away in 
a hundred bubbling rills, hero lost in brakes and 
underwood, hero glistening fortli in the bright 
auusbmc, uud Ihero gVuVin^ fatcalthily tbrougb t\\o 
softgreea moss, to inLx ^vith other gathfriug atroains, 
again to hound uNvay over the downward precipico. 

From the lowest full, the ascent to the temples is 
accomplished by means of a long and diilicult flight 
of broken steps, sometimes cut in tlic rock, and elsc- 
wlicre formed by a large loose stono or two, which 
a careless foot may send pbmgiug into the boiling 
abyss below. These steps aro terminated at the 
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top by a narrow archway, under which the pathway 
leads, turning sharp round the salient angle of the 
mountain ; and hence a new scene of enchantment 
opens upon the sight. On a level terrace in the 
mountain's side are ten or eleven lofty temples, of 
various forms and colours, some brilliantly white, 
others of all the warm gradations of red and brown, 
perched on high over the rushing cataract, which 
here falling about sixty feet, thunders upon the 
sloping sides of the mountain below, and shakes the 
very ground on which the buildings stand. From 
the edge of the precipice the foaming waters may be 
seen roaring do^vn the steep descent, until they hurry 
through a blackened, gloomy archway ; and from 
thence, emerging on the other side, they once more 
roll away down their rocky course, and dashing 
beneath a perilous-looking bridge at the bottom, 
they meet the waters of the other falls in a large 
deep pool, skirted around with gigantic forest - 
trees. 

These temples are apparently very ancient ; moi'c 
so, probably, than the idols within them, upon one 
of which a Sanskrit inscription is carved, assigning 
to them a date coinciding pretty nearly \vith the 
Norman invasion of England. The sculptures every- 
where around arc rude, but full of energy ; and, 
notwithstanding the moisture of the place, and their 
exposed position, appear likely to remain as many 
centuries as they have already stood. Near the 
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temples avc the remains of u serai, and also an 
extensive rain, which has evidently been used, or 
intended for, a monastery, being divided into nume- 
rous narrow cells, with here and there a remnant of 
sculpture, emblematic of the ollico of the aneient 
occupant. 

At the bottom of the ui)per fall, and sufficiently 
near to be continually wetted by the water, is a 
small archway of gothic form, hewm in the solid 
rock. This is the entrance to a little excavated 
chapel, apparently of a later date than the build- 
ings, it being profusely oniamcutcd with Saracenic 
carvings, and roofed with goins and intersecting 
arches, which spring from elegant iiillars of the 
Moorish style. The apartment is very small, and, 
from want of ventilation, the air wdthin is so abo- 
minably offensive, that even the most curious visitor 
will make but a hasty survey of it. Foul birds, 

' bats, vampires, and noxious reptiles, have for many 
years past made it their abode, attracted by its 
darkness and the chilly damps which cling to and 
exude from its slimy sides. Just within the entrance, 
the incessant fulininations of the cataract am 
perfectly deafening ; the loudest shout, even the bark 
of a dog, can scai'cely be heard. The place, though 
elegant in form, is fraught Avith horrors to the mind ; 
indeed, imagination can hardly picture a scene pos- 
sessing so extraordinary a combination of the beau- 
tiful and attractive, with the utterly repulsive and 
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Uisgustiug. All uupIoAsaul. linages may lioro, how- 
ever, he speedily banished from the mind. Every 
turn, like u movement of the kaleidoscope, presents 
the beholder with a new and over-changing scene. 
Ihe wildest and the homeliest are otpially varied 
.and e<pially beautifuk ami on all sides court tlie 
mlmimtion of the visitor; — forheix', in truth, it may 
bo said that — 

natuvo boumU us fixim hev' bivth j 
’I'lio suu is ill tlK> heuYCus uiul lifo on curth, 

FKnwi'is in rtio vuUcy, splciuioui'in (ho bouin, 

UcuU]i on tlio gulo, iuivi AvsUucs^ in the stroum* 

It \Yai5 in some ^ci^uostoivi^ nook, niuonj^ the 
ilowory soUtxulos of thoj^o wild iuonnt;\iu$j that, 
poacoful^ aii\d wndistnvbcd by 

The full of kings. 

The vuge of uutious uiul the crush of states, 

thorn Iivcd^ and died at tin) ago of a lumdivd ycat-i^ 
tho lioly I'aiwanantlH tlK> twnty-thinl doidod 
:^aint> and \n\^bably tho founder of tho illnuna tribe; 
in honoiu' of whom most of tho Jhaiu toinplo^s aiv 
:?;vid to be oxvotods ond >Y!unu tho cohk^d figure:? 
\is\iaUy altacUod to them are :>nFi>osed to u'ptc^nU* 
of the glorious deeds of thia Pamwunauth, 
during his mortal life, are concealo<l in |n\>found 
nn*^tovy, or oUe aa' too ^icivd to bo iniparted to 
tho oai'^ of heretio^ ; for nothing mow than what is 
hew told of him can bo learnt, exwpt that the place 
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of hi* Irirlh nsa-n In the ,^uhurb*s *if whviux* 

he rinuAt.4, %\hi!e vit r* rijihh ^ba In^ 

ceihi'fti'nc:^ <^f die lU’.hluuiuit,;! Cnlh* 

Ihri'K.i t}u..c .it rij, tlu’ze 

:ire liui Unv \v<»rks uf d\e 4h,uu> in eiutral h:<rM. 
Thein^ re3n.;T!;.^h!e are ne^r the \i!hi;:enf Sira\,-nA 
i5dj:.i].u in the uf vdiue, h< ^ 

excavation'*, .uul cojiical Kjnpit-^ Ijown fnnn tlie ‘-uH4 
rt}ck% tlure i*t a LM;;aut5c hae*ie fuinu^I of a ^in^ 4 le 
.-loiu% *cVv niy kut in valliU (h»ut;nua iJaia, 

vvhicik -ouo' yeak'> tlie 1 hike uf WilHn^ton 

nuTovvly cxaintiud, niai .sii{)pO‘> s lo have hun 
hy < ntrjn; 4 " away tlje -ui^-lance of l)je liill 
ou \v!iu'!i it -knoN, lUitU nothiu-^^ hut the :uul 

5n remain* ti, — pbui which Ijua ;i}»)'.UYnl!y 

Ixx-n frtqikJitly ;nhiptvil Ia" the iHmloo^. 

The ino*-t picuhanty wljleli aj>yena5jk to 

t)ic reliohm^ j>roh‘>-jon of iho Jhain,*^, the ridieuloui 
exant to which they carry tluir **(!i*uj)h\s aspLctiu^i 
iliu destruction of auiniul life. Thiur ahMinUtu^'^ iii 
this matter are far hevoioi ihu'jc of the JHmii.i.-. 
AViih one exception, — liicsacrliice (ff the rain, — they 
(tsicein the destruction of any sentient cnatmv, 
however minutes t)ic most heinous of crimes* ; and 
coutinually caiTV at their girdles a small broom, 
jjusjjcndcd by a string, with Nvhicli they teiulerly 
sweep aside every insect which they may ohstTve in 
their path, lest they should accidentally trcml uj)on 
it. To su senseless a length do tliey carry this priu- 

h 
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ciple, that they ^Yill not pluck any herb or vegetablcj 
or partake of any sort of food, "which may be sup- 
posed to contain animalculi; so that the ordy articles 
of sustenance remaining to them appear to be rice, 
and a few sorts of pulse, which they cook with milk. 
They affirm, indeed, that it is as foul a murdex' to 
kill an insect as to slay a man ; and ,so extreme is 
their precaution to avoid the commission of the 
crime, that it is with great reluctance, and only 
when reduced to the necessity by urgent thirst, that 
they will drink water ; even then, they invariably 
suck up the fluid through a piece of fine muslin. 
In IDte manner, when they require water for ablu- 
tion, or any unavoidable household purpose, they 
carefully strain it repeatedly, before they venture to 
use it. The most noxious vermin and insects are 
also treated with the same consideration as the most 
harmless creatures ; and if, through persevering an- 
noyance, they are compelled to deprive certain odious 
insects of the asylum usually found upon their 
persons, they remove the toi-mentors with the utmost 
care, and tenderly place them out of haim's way. 

The highest distinction to which the sanctity 
of a Jhaina devotee can advance him, is styled 
Saniasi Nirvani, nude penitent, and is attained only 
by a long course of extreme penance, and the most 
rigid observance of the laws of the ordei’. In this 
sublime state, the soul is supposed to be partially 
absorbed into the essence of the Divinity, and the 
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man becomes almost insensible to earthly concerns. 
He is said to be devoid of all human passions, and 
acknowledges none of the requirements of nature; 
hunger and thirst are unknown to him ; abstruse 
contemplation is his only sleep ; heat and cold, 
disease and infirmity, alike fail to inflict pain or 
inconvenience ; and his eye rests with equal indif- 
ference upon good and cvU. Being divested of all 
wants, he lives in absolute independence of his one- 
time fellow mortals, and estranges himself from all 
communion with them, having no thought, aflection, 
or inclination, except for things divine. In this 
manner, he advances, step by step, in purity and 
excellence, during which time the principles or ele- 
ments of his natural body are gradually dissolved, 
until, having passed through eleven intermediate 
stages, he an'ivcs at idtimato perfection, and becomes 
inseparably united with the Deity. 

It is not possible for any person among the Jhains 
to attain the high and sublime order of Saniasi 
Nirvani, at pleasure ; because he cannot be qualified 
with the necessary degree of purity, unless he has 
ah’eady passed througli some millions of transmi- 
grations. 
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“■ —History, witli all her volumes vast> 

Hath but one page. 

This city stands on the north-west side of the 
river Tupti, and commands the most extensive and 
fruitful plains in the province of Kandcish, of which 
it is the ancient capital. It is one of the largest, and 
perhaps the hest-built, of the cities in the Dekkan, 
and enjoys a foremost importance in wealth, as a 
commercial and manufacturing city. Moreover its 
consec[uence is not confined to mere matters of fact ; 
for it possesses very abundant interest for the tra- 
veller, as a treasury of antiquarian remains, and as 
the scene of many stirring and tragical events, con- 
nected with the history of the Mogul power iu 
these provinces. The place was founded in a. v. 
1416, by Nazur Khan, of the Farooki ‘dynasty, 
and was called Boorhanpoor, in honom' of the great 
and learned — afterwards sainted — Sheik Boorhan- 
ud-Deen, (chief of the faithful). The circumstances 
which gave rise to tho building of the city arc ripo 
with romantic incident, and give additional interest 
to its subsequent history. They are thus told in 
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THE LEGEA'D OP ASA AI?EER. 

Upon tlio summit of a liigli liill, about twelve 
miles from tbo spot on which Boorhanpoor now 
exhibits its giddy towers and circling domes, there 
stood, in ancient times, the habitation of a herds- 
man; whose ancestors, through untold generations, 
had enjoyed peaceful possession of the soil of the 
mountain, from its summit to its base. In the reign 
of Moolluk Baja, the first of the sovereigns of Kan- 
deish, about a.d. 1365, this little territory was held 
by Asa Aheer, (Asa the cow-herd), who is said to 
have possessed records and traditions of his fore- 
fathers, extending over a period of seven hundi’ed 
years. Yet was not Asa Aheer inferior in wisdom 
or benevolence to any of his family who had gone 
before him, and the flomishing condition of the 
estate was a living proof of their skill and prudence: 
for by dint of industry and good management, from 
generation to generation, the family had raised them- 
selves fi:om poverty to the enjoyment of great agri- 
cultm'al wealth and influence. Asa Aheer, having 
greatly improved- and extended the habitations and 
defences upon the mountain, gave it the name of 
Aseer, a familiar corruption of his patronymic ; and, 
after a few years of careful toil and weU-applied 
diligence, he found himself possessed of retainers, of 
herds, and treasure, ten-fold of his original inherit- 
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ance : indeed it is recorded that he numhered five 
thousand buffaloes, five thousand cows, twenty tliou- 
sand sheep, and a thousand brood-mares ; and that 
the number of his multiplied family and dependants, 
■u'ho were employed in defence of the property against 
marauder’s, as well as in agricultural labour, amount- 
ed to no less than two thousand able-bodied men, 
besides thousands of women and children. 

Pride and contumely, the common attendants of 
good-fortune, had no place in the presence of Asa 
Aheer ; for, with excellence of understanding, he 
possessed excellence of heart, and, like each of his 
forefathers, was esteemed as a chief and protector 
by all the neighbouring herdsmen. Whether advice 
only, or more substantial assistance, might be re- 
quired, neither one nor the other was ever sought 
in vain from Asa Aheer : his ear was ever open to 
the voice of distress, his hand ever ready to bestow 
relief ; so that some of all classes of his neighbours 
were continually flying to him in cases of difficulty 
and misfortune, A noble specimen of his munifi- 
cence and goodness of heart occuiTcd at the close of 
MooUuk Raja’s reign, which raised him to the highest 
pitch of popularity and esteem. A fearful fiirainc 
had earned devastation and death through all the 
neighbourmg countries, reducing many of the 
wealthiest to abject poverty, and sweeping thou- 
sands of tho poor into eternity, so that scarcely ono- 
third of the inhabitants survived. Asa Aheer was 
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at this time possessed of a very great number of 
stores and granaries, in the districts round about 
Ascer, so that all persons wero calculating the 
enormous gains which •svould, in consequence of 
this public calamity, bo rolled into the treasury of 
a single individual. Ilis friends congratulated him 

O O 

upon his prospect of becoming the gx’eatest and 
^v(\althiest subject iu the Dclckan; but Asa Aheer, 
quietly rebulving them for their evil opinion of him, 
made them the bearers of orders to all his agents to 
supply the wants of the poor without price; to sell 
grain to the middle classes, wlio could aftbrd to pay, 
at the usual rate ; and, from the wealthy, to demand 
fourfold of what was paid by others, and to dis- 
tribute the three-fourths overcharged in alms. In 
order to find employment for those who were strong 
eiiouQ:h to labour, he caused all the buildino;s and 
defences upon the hill of Ascer to he thro\vn down, 
and rebuilt in a much more costly and substantial 
manner. It is even said that, in person, he attended 
the dying; and, with his own hand, distributed food 
and clothing to the aged and infimi : yet not, as 
some, from ostentation or the love of adulation, hut 
from pure compassion for his suffering fellow-coun- 
trymen. 

Notwithstanding the acquisition of his great 
wealth and authority, Asa Alieer was a peaceful 
and unambitious subject ; and, upon the accession of 
iMoolluk Kaja, had been among the foremost to 
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acknowledge his duty, and to perfonn his fealty 
to his lawful sovereign, presenting that prince Svith 
many valuable tokens of his submission and respect. 
Hence MooUuk Eaja manifested no jealousy towards 
him ; although he was fain to observe that so impreg- 
nable a stronghold as that of Aseer, in the very centre 
of his kingdom, would place any monarch at the 
mercy of its possessor, had he been an unruly or 
ambitious man. Moolluk Eaja died, and was suc- 
ceeded on the musnud by Nazur Kahn, and to him 
also Asa Aheer hastened to perform his homage, 
accompanying it with substantial proofs of his sin- 
cerity. But although Nazur Kahn, knoAving the 
kindly disposition of the herdsman chief, felt himself 
perfectly secure from any evil design on his part, he 
was led away by avarice and jealousy to plot his 
downfal. So true is the proverb, that “ although 
a rug will accommodate ten dervishes, yet the largest 
kingdom is iiisufGicient for two rulers.” This crafty 
prince, observing that the peaceable and blameless 
conduct of Asa Aheer would supply him with no 
pretext for accusation or open assault, determined 
upon gaining Alieer by stratagem ; and for the pur- 
pose of carrying his base dcsigrr into effect, he had 
recourse to the follorving expedient, forgetting, 
doubtless, that a much smaller measure of duplicity 
would have sufficed to circumvent his unsuspicious 
victim. 

The prince wrote a complimentary letter to Asa 
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.lieer, informing him that the Rajas of Buglana 
ad Antoorhad assembled large bodies of armed men, 
\r the purpose of disputing his authority, and that 
ley had already threatened a descent upon his capital, 
[e repx'esented that the fortress of Talnere had, by 
Irtue of his father s will, been placed in the hands of 
is brother Mooluk Iftikhax’, with whom he was 
t enmity; that his hereditary enemy, the raja of 
i^ehrla, had renewed hostilities, and that Lulling, 
diich was the only fort strong enough to offer him 
safe retreat, was situated too far from the centre of 
is dominions. He therefore entreated that Asa 
Lheer would afford his family a refuge within the 
stalls of Aseer. To this request Asa Aheer returned 
cheerful welcome ; and, expi’essing himself sensible 
if the high honour conferred upon him, begged that 
lis sovereign would be pleased to appropriate, as far 
LS they were worthy of so great a prince, all the 
)ossessions and comforts which he could offer. He 
mmediately gave orders for extensive preparations 
.0 be made for a suitable reception of the royal 
visitors ; and especially directed that every possible 
uxiiry and convenience should he provided for the 
adies. With very little delay, the treacherous 
^azur Kahn availed himself of the herdsmans 
implicity, and sent forward about fifty palanquins, 
lontaining females of the royal household- These had 
)rders to report to Asa Aheer that they came to 
xe in readiness for the royal party, who might be 
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expected on the foUowng morning. Accordingly, 
ere the sun had risen next day, news was brought 
that four hundred palanquins belonging to the prince 
were approaching, and immediately Asa Aheer 
ordered the gates of his fort to be thrown open, 
while he and his family went into the bazaar to 
meet their illustrious visitors. Scarcely had the 
last palanquin been admitted within the gates, when, 
at a signal from the captain who commanded the 
body-guard, every palanquin was thrown open ; and 
each was found to contain two armed soldiers, who 
forthwith leaped out, and commenced an indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter of all the inhabitants — indiscriminate, 
except inasmuch as the venerable Asa Aheer and every 
member of his family were marked for immediate 
destruction, — men, women, and children, even to the 
youngest babe, so that not one of the race remained. 
Those of the inhabitants who were spared fled with 
terror from their homes, and left the hill entirely in 
the occupation of their enemies. 

Nazur Kahn, who during the massacre had re- 
mained in tlie fort of Lulling, no sooner heard of the 
success of his diabolical treachei’y, than he rcp.aired 
to Aseer ; and having peopled it with his o^vn crc.a- 
tures, he greatly extended and improved the town 
and fortifications, having determined to make it lus 
own abode and the capital of his kingdom. 

At this time, the chief priests and guardians of 
Nazur Kahn were Sheik Zcin-ud-Dcen and Sheik 
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Boorlian-ud-Deen ; both of them men of gi’cat repute 
in learning and religion, and principals of the 
Madressa, or college, at Dowlutabad, To these men 
Nazur Kahn sent the news of his glorious victory ; 
and they immediately set forth towai'ds Kandcish, 
in order to congratulate the prince upon his success 
against a powerful family of an inimical faith, or, to 
use their own words, a nest of poisonous infidels.” 

Nazur Kahn, with all his family, marched to 
meet these holy fathers, and encamped on the western 
bank of the river Tupti, at the very same moment 
that the two sheiks were pitching their tents on the 
eastern bank ; but thciso latter being under an obli- 
gation not to cross the river, received the visits of 
the prince in their own tents. Nazur Kahn tried 
with great perseverance to persuade tliem to return 
with him to Aseer, but they were not to be prevailed 
upon, even by promises of money ; so that, after both 
parties had remained a few days encamped in their 
original positions, they prepared to return home. 
Once more Nazur Kahn earnestly endeavoured to 
purchase the attendance of his spiritual counsellors, 
oflfering each of them a noble jaghir in Kandeish ; 
but they replied that they sought neither wealth nor 
dominion. Nevertheless, being desirous that their 
names should live as landmarks of excellence to future 
generations, they besought the prince that he would 
buUd two cities, one on the site of each encampment ; 
that on the eastern bank of the river to be called 
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Zeinabad, (now Jebanabad,) and tbat on tbo western 
bank to be named Boorbanpoor. Hence arose our 
city, 

Ruins of Mobummedau tombs and mosques ai’o 
thickly scattered tbrougb andallai’oundBoorbanpoor; 
tliougb numbers of these relics of faded grandeur are 
daily springing up into new life, as the merchant re- 
quires a wai’ehouse, or the devotee a cell. Even now, 
many parts of the city are reraai’kable for the very 
elaborate style of its architecture. The streets are 
w'ide and regular, and the houses are frequently three, 
four, or even five, stories in height, which is very 
unusual in the East. In fashion the houses very 
much resemble those of Oojein, being built of brick 
below, and of wood, very richly carved, above ; the 
fronts being tastefidly decorated with pillai's, cor- 
nices, and mouldings of the most intricate designs. 
The handsomest portions of the city arc the Chouk, 
the Kaj Bazaar, and the Burra Bazaar ; and the 
principal buildings of interest arc tlio Jumraa Hus- 
jid, or chief mosque, the Eed-Ghur, the King's Fort, 
the palace of the Ahn Kahna, the ruined mosque of 
Abdool Raheira Kahn, the aqxicduct, and some 
remains of the Madressa. 

The Jumma Musjid is the first in importance. 

It was built at the close of the fifteenth century 
by IMccran Add Kahn, a prince of the Farooklii 
dynasty, and is certainly a credit to the architectural 
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taste of those times. It is built of a fine dark- 
grey granite, the exterior surface of wliich, by long 
exposure to the climate, has assumed a liue fast 
approaching to black ; and this, in conjunction with 
the majesty of the design, gives the whole pile a tone 
of solemnity quite overpowering. The plan of the 
structure is quadi’angular, presenting a fa 5 ade of 
seventeen arches, which ai’c carried through'the body 
of the building, five deep ; and at either extremity 
is a handsome octagonal minaret. The faces are 
beautifully carved in arabesque and running border 
patterns of wreathed flowers; the mouldings are 
particularly delicate, and arc covered in some in- 
stances with a profusion of carved tracery ; a grand 
terrace and reservoir occupy the front, and the entire 
edifice is enclosed within a lar^o court. A circuit!- 
stance which adds not a little to the mystic effect of 
the Jumma Musjid, is the extreme nicety with which 
the blocks of gi'anite are joined ; whence it assumes 
the appearance of having been carved out of one 
solid block : nothing less than a very close inspection 
will discover the truth. Another peculiarity is that 
it is without a single cupola, though these ornaments 
may be regarded as distinctive of the mosque in all 
other parts of India. Upon the base of one of the 
minarets there is an inscription, cut in fine bold 
Persian characters, of a large size, recording in 
triumphant terms the conquest of Boorhanpoor and 
Aseerghur, (in the year a.d. 1599,) by Akbur the 

M 
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Great, who invaded the kingdom of Bahadoor 
Kahn, the last monarch of the Farookhi dynasty in 
Kandeish. 

Bahadoor Kahn was a weak and viciotis prince, 
without a redeeming quality to he discovered in his 
character. In three short years after his succession 
to a wealthy and powerful kingdom, the reins of 
government were shaken from his hand, and the 
glory of the kings of Kandeish was darkened for 
ever. Immediately upon his accession, he gave him- 
self up to the pleasures and excesses of the seraglio ; 
and, diverting himself with minstrels and dancei's, 
he either neglected altogether the affairs of tlie state, 
or amused his evil propensities hy adopting all such 
measures as would tend to loosen the existing re- 
straints upon vice and profligacy among his subjects. 
So that, in a day, as it were, all morality and social 
order appeared to have vanished from the kingdom. 

The first of Bahadoor Kahn’s public misfortunes, 
and one which materially hastened his downfal, 
arose fx’om the enmity of Prince Danael Mirza, wliich 
he incurred by declining to send the customary con- 
gratulations, on his accession to the command, of the 
forces in the Dekkan. Two ycai's subsequently to 
this impolitic and senseless conduct, the emperor 
Akhur arrived at Mandao, with the avo^Yed object 
of invading the unsubdued provinces of the Dek- 
kan ; when Bahadoor Kahn, instead of following the 
wise example of his father by relying upon the honour 
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of Akbur and co-operating with him in his expedi- 
tion, shut himself up in the fort of Aseex*, and pre- 
pared himself to withstand the power of the emperor. 
For this purpose he assembled twenty thousand of 
his subjects, includmg all sorts of mechanics and 
ti’jidespeople within his capital, and also provided 
himself ^Yith imracuso stores of cattle of every des- 
cription, as well as of gi'ain and all other necessaries. 
When Akbiu' heard of these acts of defiance, he sent 
orders to his generals-in-chief, Kahn Kahuum and 
Prhico Danael Mirza, to continue the siege of Ahmod- 
miggui*, while, in the interval, he himself marched to 
the south and took possession of Boorhanpooi’, and 
one of his "enei’als laid sie^e to Aseer. Tho won- 
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derful resources possessed by Bahadoor Kahn, and 
the impreguable character of the defences of Aseer, 
might have enabled that prince, liad he j^ossessed 
even a measure of prudence and energy, to have 
endured a siege of many years. But, owing to the 
lazy spirit of the garrison, and the want of attention 
on the part of the proper authorities, and owing 
also to tho continued season of debauchery which 
reigned within tho fortress, the common duties in 
every department of the service were altogether ne- 
glected; and soon, from tho accumulation of filth and 
the great numbers of cattle which dying daily were 
suffered to lie where they had fallen, the place 
became a sink of pollution. Hence, the air being 
contaminated, a fetid epidemic was engendered, 
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wliich raged for a leagtE of time, and slew hun- 
di’eds daily. 

At tkis period, there existed a common belief that 
the great and successful emperor Akbur assisted 
himself in the art of war by the practice of necro- 
mancy, and the new calamities which daily beset the 
once proud garrison of Aseer seemed to confirm the 
vulgar opinion. A report was circulated that a 
coxmcil of magicians accompanied the besieging 
army; and in consequence of his credulity, Bahadoor 
Kahn, although he continued to endure the blockade, 
neglected even the commonest precautions for his 
safety, alleging that, since his misfortunes arose from 
the above-mentioned cause, it was not in the power 
of man to avert them ; and that any cfibrts for that 
purpose would only tend to increase the accumula- 
tion of evil. The dead were suftered to lie in the 
streets and houses, a prey to birds and vermin ; the 
sick were abandoned to their ^vretched fate ; and the 
cattle died in thousands firom starvation, not from 
the scarcity of provender, hut for want of a hand to 
feed them. 

At this juncture, the besiegers stormed and carried 
the lower fort, called 31alliglnu*. Kothing could 
exceed the iufaiuatiou of Bahadoor Kahn, who, 
since the commencement of the siege, appeared to 
have come suddenly under the influence of extreme 
avarice ; for although he had at this time ten years’ 
store of grain, and treasm’o to an enormous amount. 
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yet lie continued to Iceepliis troops in ax'rears, and upon 
the most niggardly supplies of food. They, therefore, 
seeing no chance of redress, and at length worn out 
with calamity and terror, resolved to seize upon 
their prince, and hand him over to the enemy. Before 
their scheme could be effected, however, it reached 
the ears of one of Bahadoor Kahns ladies, who 
immediately apprised her lord of his danger ; and he, 
having summoned his ministers to a special council, 
sought their advice as to how he should best avert 
the threatening danger. The nobles, weakened by 
long indulgence and debauchery, and dismayed by 
the melancholy aspect of affairs, felt no disposition 
to cope with the gathering difficulties ; and advised 
their sovereign that it was then too late to seek a re- 
medy, and that his only safety would be found in sub- 
mission to the enemy, Bahadoor Kahn immediately 
opened negotiations for the surrender of the fortress, 
proudly alleging that the pestilence alone, and not 
the arms of his enemies, had reduced him to such a 
necessity. He demanded, in his conditions, that the 
lives of all his garrison should be spared, and that all 
personal property should be secured to the owners. 
Akbur returned for answer, that, as for the lives and 
property of his followers, if there were any left, they 
should be held sacred ; that the life of Bahadoor 
Kahn should be given him for repentance ; but that, 
since he was unacquainted Avith the proper use and 
value of money, the emperor Akbur would conde- 
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me niolio larifiT \ht\n tin* iv^t* in th^' venUv, bring 
n'=^r<l n*n]ntl]>iv for (hr rliirf ft Is' r^jjrrially 

tlctHrat'il to thr tiiyst^ ru of (hr Hnhra Kr<b an 
annual jVstivah In rrjnnu nn>rution of ih*' trial of 
AbiT^nnnV faitli, \v!n’n conunmuh ^ by (hr Abniphty 
to ollrr hi'’ I-arir as a btnnl harrifirr on 
Moriah, Thr fc-lival is always vrry but ^onir 

of thr ernanonir^' arr ju'cnliarly j-olrinn ainl iin}UHing, 
o^^prcially that whnvin (hry jjrrfonn (hr grnntl 
sacrifior of a hr-guat. 

Tin' nr<]glmr at Ihirlinnpoor n gi'nndenr 

of niul an iin])or(:uu‘r of <’X(rnt^ ^i’l5]oIn, 

perltap< nowltrn' ob-v to hr mrt with in thrs{» 
bnihling^. It I« said (o h:ivr b»vn mrl^l l^y order 
of thr rinji^'Tor Anrung/.rhi^ who^ hnpj^rnlng to 
nrrivr at noorlianpoor fui tho annivrr^^ary of tin* 
Bnkra Ivjd^ wa« .‘'Urpri^^rd by iiujtiiring in vain for 
the ]‘>drr]iur. until informed that the cilv <»f Boor- 
hanpoor, (hough rieh in rommerre* and a favmtritc 
r(\^ort of the mighty, liad wvvr yet been able to 
boast of such an edifice. The emperor exjwc^^^^ed 
Ills astonishment at tlic circiimstancts and severclv 
animadverted upon the vrant of religious ardour on 
the part of the Projdiet's followers in this city. At 
the fame time, bclmx desirous of setUnrf tlicm a better 
example, and of exciting pomctliing like religions 
emnlalion among tlicm, lie gave orders for the 
huilding of an ISedglnir, •which should surj)acs in 
size and magnificence all others to ho seen in the 
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regions of Hindostan, commanding tli2 
should be spared upon the work. 

The fayade is eigixt hundred and t\ 
length, and the minarets are upwards c 
feet in height. The entire structur 
unusually solid, is composed of very i 
overlaid with pearl cliunara, which : 
marble in brilliancy of colour and p 
niclies are very deep and are beautifully 
particulax'ly tliat in the centre. From 
too, the building assumes additional grai 
ing a grand and striking object in th 
from whatever point it is viewed. Some 
of the great prophet has lately exjicndcd 
in planting the terrace in front of it ^ 
mango trees ; and, in their present stab 
tainly improve the appearance of the sp 
interesting tokens of religious zeal; hu 
hoped, that he who planted them ha 
means for checking tlieir gi'owtli, or intci 
them continually exchanged, as they cr 
their infanc}^ ; otlicrwise, alas! in the com 
years, tlie materials of the Ecdghnr may 
appropriated for the building of a rcsid 
sion, or a new range of barracks ; for al 
remain visible will be just enough of tlr 
to mark the spot. 

In the background of this picture is sc 
of high hills, about four miles distant fron 
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From these heights a rivulet is conducted to the 
city in a handsome aqueduct, raised upon a series of 
gi’otesque columns, in A^hich the IMohummedan and 
Hindoo styles of architecture are mixed. The water 
is carried over the country by a series of levels, fall- 
ing one beloAV the other in unequal lengths, from 
height to height, until it reaches the plain. This, in 
a measure, breaks that formality Avhich generally 
renders an aqueduct an offence to the eye in a land- 
scape scene, rather than an ornament. The bold 
character of the hills, too, and the expanse of the 
champaign country through which the building is 
carried, greatly assist its effect ; and altogether the 
work exhibits considerable skill and taste on the 
part of the architect. The supply of water thus 
brought into the city is abundant, and is distributed 
through every street, in a manner which keeps it 
cool, and preseiwes it from impurities, and which 
prevents the usual annoyance of the bathing and 
dabbling of the children Avherever water is to be 
found. It is conveyed through all parts of the city 
in large tunnels sunk a considerable depth beloAV the 
pavement, and is drawn up through apertures fitted 
with a cover, to each of which is appended a small 
windlass, with a leather bucket, for the common 
use. 

.The river Tupti flowing past the city in a clear 
and beautiful stream, renders all this care and ex- 
pense for the supply of water an enigma to the 
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stranger ; until lie lias tasted the river water, which 
is so highly impregnated with nitre as to be quite 
unfit for domestic purposes. Indeed, the Tupti, 
although a lovely addition to the beauty of the 
scene, is utterly useless to the inhabitants of Boor- 
lianpoor ; for, besides the unserviceable qualitj’’ of 
its waters, it is too shallow for the purjioscs of navi- 
gation, being in most places fordable, and nowhere 
navigable, even to small boats, for more than a few 
hundred yards at a reach ; except during the mon- 
soon, when a few flat-bottomed ferry-boats may bo 
seen plying up and do^vn and across the stream. 
It was in the middle of this river that the grand 
elephant fights used, in days of old, to take place, 
for the amusement of the royal inhabitants of the 
palace. Tlievcnot, who visited the city, about a. i>. 
1666, describes an extraordinary monument of an 
elephant, erected in the stream by Shah Johan ; but 
it has now disappeared. This ontei'taining author 
Avrites thus :■ — “ In the same place there is a figure 
of an elephant done to the natural bigness ; it is of .a 
reddish shining stone ; the back paits of it are in the 
water, and it leans to the loft side. Tlie cleplnint 
(which that statue represents) died in that ])lace, 
fighting before Shah Jehan, (the father of Aunmg- 
zebc,) Avbo would needs effect a monument to the 
beast, because he loved it ; and the Gentiles besmear 
it Avitli colours as they do their Pagods. 

Tlic palace of the Aim Kalina stands on the north 
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bank of tlio river, coinnianding a fine \\o^y of the 
country above described; it is a spacious, but not 
particularly elegant building, the principal interest 
attached to it arising from its antiquity, its excellent 
preservation in defiance of neglect and exposure, and 
the evidence 'svhich its design and 'structure exhibit 
of the refined luxury of those by ^vhom it Avas 
planned. The inhabitants affirm tliat it Avas the 
work of Anningzcbc, but it is plainly of mncli 
greater antiquity. Its balls and conrfs, its baths, 
reservoirs, fountains, pavilion^, and shaded terraces, 
though disfigured hy weather •slnin^'’, and polluted 
by noxious vermin and all sorts of tmelcan birds and 
beasts, bear evidence of having hern designed with a 
strict attention to the mo^'t ('xtravaiLoant modes of 
gratifying voluptuonsiKS^, and witli le-^^ rfgard than 
usual to unncces-ary ornament. The building was 
probably used a« a semgHo, rather tlinii as the court 
residence; for it is cnlinly surrounded v.'itli a Ijigli 
wall, such as usually enclo^^*- only the apaHmenfs 
of the women. A broad <'paee around the wrdln is 
planted with pepul and tamarind tre^s of llie most 
luxuriant growth, and of a venerable antiquity, pro- 
bably not inferior to that of the building; for both 
species arc of peculiarly flow vcg(tatioii, and of 
great longevity. Tlie fniit garden^^, v/hicli were 
very extensive, are nov/ ovrrnin v/itlj jnrigiil and 
rank weeds, of a gigantic stature ])eeuliar to the 
tropics. Altogether, the scene h one of v/ild dcrola- 



132 


THE ORIENTAL ANNUAL. 


tion and waste rarely to be equalled^ this effect being 
heightened in no common degree by the substantial 
though neglected state of the building; 

All tenantless, save to the crannying xvind. 

The King’s Fort as also upon the north banlc of tlic 
rirer, and consists of an enormous mass of building, 
rising pile above pile to tlie citadel, which crowns 
the summit. The historian Ferishta affirms that it 
was built by Meeran Adil Kahn, wlio came to the 
throne of Kandeish in a* n. 1457, and was one of 
the most powerful monarchs of the Farookhi djmasty. 
The gigantic monument which he has here raised to 
his own memory, is calculated to endure for ages, 
yet to come, as a proof of the grandeur of Ins mind, 
and of the power and wealth by which he "was 
enabled to display it. 

The citadel, though less ponderous than other 
parts of the fort, is not the least peculiar of its fea- 
tures, being constructed in a succession of massive 
arcades, towering one above the other to a giddy 
height, upon tlio very summit of which the royal 
founder had raised Ins seraglio, and probably his 
own private palace. The several arcades winch 
form the lofty foundation of this seraglio could 
hardly have been intended for occupation, except, 
perhaps, for the guards and menials ; the interior 
being laid out in a succession of small, dark apart- 
ments, which have more the ai)pcarance of dungeons 
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tlmii jilacos of residence. Tlio look-out upon the 
scenciy from this royal porch is trulj' sublime, ex- 
tending over an immense expanse of beautifully- 
undulated country, ■svatcred by the Tupti, and 
commandino- a view of all the surroundiiifr tomis 
aud villages, for raauy miles. The lower parts of tUc 
fort are abandoned to all the destructive powers of the 
elements, and the no less formidable, though more 
subtle, ravages of vegetation ; yet tlic passage of ages 
appeal’s to have effected upon these solid structures 
as little injury as the same number of years would 
have produced upon the ordinary works of man. 
This is the more striking, from the circumstance, 
that nearly all the surrounding buildings, — which, 
though of a more modern date, are also of a less 
substantial construction, — are running vciy rapidly 
to decay. Theiv roofs have nearly all fallen ; 
many of their walls are also prostrate ; and the 
hand of time lies heavily, both upon their form and 
material. 

One suite of chambers alone is an cxcej^tion to 
this remark : for, although of a and elegant 

design, the apartments are still in fine preserva- 
tion ; at the same time it is probable that they are 
of a much later period than the rest of the fort. The 
exterior is not remarkable for beauty, and the 
entrance is so mean and obscure, so overgrown with 
weeds and shrubs, as to escape the notice of a passing 
spectator. Chance, or a minute examination of the 
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building, alone reveals the lo^v orclivray bv ^vliicli 
admittance is to be gained. The sutjotsc and gra- 
tification of the visitor to the interior are heightened 
by the xmexpected inagnincence of tlie chambers to 
'which he is thus introduced. They are three in 
nuinher ; that in the centre being the most remark- 
able for extent and the splendour of its decorations. 
The material is vrhite marble of the finest quality, 
elaborately carved into tracery and fret-vrork of 
endless variety, and of a delicacy equal in design and 
execution. The roof is supported, or rather formed, 
hv numberless gothic arches, 'which spring from 
slender shafts of perfect symmetry, and intersect 
each other in all directions, terminating in thousands 
of \vreathed flowers, which again are formed into 
irxx)in5 and stalactical pendants of wonderful beauty. 
The flooring is also of white marble, and in the 
centre of the apartment is a beautiful basin of the 
same material, from winch, in former days, a large 
jet of water was thro'wii up almost to the roof, 
whence it descended in a thick shower, and fell upon 
an inclined plane running round the interior of tlic 
basin : this being cut into shell-shaped hollows, 
here and there, created a pleasant inunnuring sound, 
calculated to induce drowsiness and repose, luxuries 
beyond nil price to the voluphions Asiatic. Like 
most of the other buildings in the fort, ibis elegrint 
celifice is now utterly deserted, except by certain 
desolatiun-loving tenants, sujq'ioscd by the Hindoos 
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to embody the souls of those ^Yho built the place 
and once resided there in regal splendour. 

*Tis now the raven's dark abode ; 

’Tis now the apartment of the toad ; 

And there the fox securely feeds ; 

And there the poisonous adder breeds, 

Concealed in ruins, moss, and weeds. 

Near this building stands another, forming the 
most complete contrast which design could have 
placed in juxtaposition wdth it. This is a mosque, 
or rather the mouldering remains of one, built of black 
granite. The greater part of it is now prostrate, 
but the minarets remain firm, being almost as sharp 
and perfect as at the time of their erection, excepting 
the cupolas with which they are surmounted : these 
are much shattered, as if by lightning. The lower 
part of the fort terminates, on the river side, in a 
handsome flight of steps leading to the water s edge. 
Here the scene is varied by a group of Hindoo 
temples, around which are usually to be seen crowds 
of Hindoo women, gaily clad, assembling to bathe, 
or perform their pooja (prayer), and passing to and 
fro with their vari-formed water-pots, piled up one 
above the other on their heads. 

Upon the inland side of the fort, leading directly 
from the entrance, is the Chouk ; adjoining it is the 
Raj Bazaar, remarkable for the peculiar style of the 
houses. These are generally fronted with wooden 
verandas, very richly carved, projecting, at all angles, 
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into the streets, in picturesque confusion, and ex- 
hibiting every diversity of form into wliich anything 
in the nature of a veranda can he twisted. The 
accompanying plate, entitled the Suha’s house, re- 
presents one of the finest specimens of this kind of 
building to he found in Boorhanpoor. Tlie lower 
parts only are supported by masonry, the upper 
stories being built entirely of wood. The carving is 
extremely bold, and yet beautifully finished, and 
represents not only fruit and flowers, but various 
emblematic devices of birds and beasts. The capi- 
tals of the pillars, and the bosses, and comices, are 
wonderfully elaborate in design, and delicate iti 
execution. The house is about a hundred years old, 
and was built by a Maharhatta Brahmin, wJio was 
at that time Suba, or governor of the city. It is 
still in the possession of his family, most of whom 
arc wealtliy, and hold offices under Sihndia’s govern- 
ment. It is situate at the head of the Raj Bazaar, 
a broad handsome street, formed by rows of housos, 
much in the same style of .architecture, though some- 
what inferior in size and hcautJ^ These arc the 
residences of the principal merchants, who, in the 
days of Boorhanjioor s commercial glory, wore noto- 
rious, thonghout India, for their great wealth and 
pf)%ver. Now, the richest among them arc inferior 
in this j'cspect to tlioso of Delhi and Benares, many of 
whom, complaining hiittrly of povciiy and poverty's 
li.ard fare, arc rolling in secret wealth, and living 
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in Inunl'L'* hotnc^, tnrr»^ CAinpmvil with tho***<' 

hrn' f^pokon of* The l>n#Mr\r‘^ nrc, pcrha])^', iho nin^t 
rni^Ttninii^C n"^’;rl for the vi‘^itnr, in nil ()ri'^'ni.\l 
citie*; : hut in Ihmrlinnpoor tiny nro i ^^perinlly 
nn inu*'li on recount of the intellip'iire and rivility 
of the incrrhnni^% hy reason of the hnlliant anielr^ 
oxpo-eil for '•n!t\ niul ihe hnnd*^oine hut ]>ccu!inr ^tylo 
of the huildinq-*. 

Here, the^^e public plnec^; of nnMYHainly 

a** full of noi-e and Inoile no' all other tainilni 
places in India; that i^^ to ‘^ay, they an^ full of 
noice and hurtle :v< the very r-'-mce of noi^e au«l 
hu^^tle can poc^clhly nuider them. Ilithrr, in tlie cool 
of the 4*vcn)np the inruchant^? of all trilics of nil 
dcgi^HV, and of every tnde, throna:, for the 
of traflic ; and liithcr^ likevn^-e, rcFort the idlers and 
the go'^^lpn, no Ic^rc; mnnhor than tiu* nun of 
1)n^ane«<, The more fuh*?tantial trader?; occupy 
small nliups, or \YarohoufO';, in front of v/hich i*; ii 
narrow open veranda, whore tlio proprietor f^eatech 
or reclinc?5 upon a mat with a comfortahle imMiion, 
and is tisnally to ho seen sniolcing his Imhha or 
kuUiau. Between each lengthened whiff he engage^; 
in eanie=;t treaty with a brother merchant; making 
Jiis salaams to all his acquaintance as they pas^ ; at 
timeSj he gives directions to Ins slave within tho shop; 
listens to his hook-^kceper, who roads over tho acconni 
of his day’s barter; or, perchance, if ho be a devout 
disciple of the Prophet, with spectacles stuck on t1u‘ 

n2 
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extreme tip of his nose, and retained there, after the 
native fashion, by a string passed behind the cars, 
his Klioran spread carefully upon liis crossed legs, 
his face towards j^Ieklca, he reads, for liis own bene- 
fit, in a sing-song voice, audible to all passengers — 
whom, by way of episode, he, from time to time, 
congratulates with a salaam aleikoom, or a scrap of 
the latest news. When a customer offers himself, 
he is not admitted within the shop, as in Europe, 
but the merchant calls for the required goods, one 
article only being produced at a time, and clianged 
again and again until of the required kind or quality- 
These men arc chiefly traders in Ijrocadcs, muslins, 
bullion, cloth of gold, shawls, anns, and jewels. 
The petty dealers and pcdlers have, as is meet, a 
more humble way of doing business ; for they have 
usually no shop, and all their wares are arranged 
upon the bare ground, or upon a carpet spread be- 
fore them. 

Some years since, the trade of Boorhanpoor was 
unrivalled in the Bekkan. The immense demand 
u])on its market, occasioned by the quartering of the 
lyfaharhatta armies round about it, and the con- 
sumption in the courts of Silmdia, of llolknr, of the 
Bajas of Sathara and Gnikawa, made j)rinces of its 
foi'iner merchants, and drew tbitlicr speculators from 
all remons of the East. 

o 

Tilo chief article of manufacture is the kulla- 
hulto^j, or gold and silver thread, used in the weav- 
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ing of muslins, brocades, See. It is said to be very 
superior to that of any other place in India, and the 
process by Avliicli it is made appears to be peculiar, 
though very simple. A short description may be 
interesting. A piece of the purest silver is beaten 
into a cylindrical form, about the size of a man's 
finffcr ; after this is done, the metal is beaten 
out 'vvitli hammers to a considerable length, that is, 
until it can he passed through an orifice about tlic 
eighth of an inch in diameter. It is then draAvn 
through a successive series of perforations in a 
plate of hard metal, decreasing in size until it 
is reduced to the fineness of a common bobbin 
thread. In this state it is wound upon several 
small reels, which work upon steel pivots, in a bench 
constructed for the purpose ; the ends of the threads 
are again passed through still smaller holes, in a 
similar plate to the former, and are then affixed to a 
large reel, which, being set rapidly in motion, draws 
£he wire finer and finer by each repeated operation, 
until it is reduced to the required size. When this 
is accomplished, it is passed to another set of work- 
men, to he flattened ; a part of the process requiring 
great dexterity. Tlie tlireads being wound xipon 
small reels, as at first, are taken, five at a time, in 
the hand of the workman, who draws them, gradu- 
ally over a small anvil* of highly polished steel, 
hitting them smartly and rapidly with a small 
square hammer, as they are moved. It is evident 
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that the greatest nicety is required in regulating the 
weight and tlie time of the blow, so that the metal 
may be wrought to an exact equality of breadth 
and thickness. This done, it is handed over to be 
plated, upon silk, by another set of workmen, wdiose 
sleight of hand must be still moreperfect than that of 
the former. The silk thread being chosen exactly to 
accord with the breadth of the metal, is passed over 
a small pulley, attached to the ceiling of the room ; 
it is then fastened to a spindle with a long crank, 
which is kept in rapid motion by an occasional kick 
from the w*orkman^ who, ha^'ing tho metal coiled up 
on the floor behind him, affixes it to the silk, and 
guides it with such consummate skill, as precisely to 
cover the thread without flaw or inequality. Not 
the least wonderful part of tliis juggliug craft appears 
to be, that for the purpose of obtaining a gold thread 
it is only necessary to gild the lump of silver, as a 
first 2 >roccss, before it is drawm into wdre, after ^Ylnch 
it wdll retain its gilding, ns though it ^Ycro a solid 
lump of gold, tlirougli all the beatings and dra%Ying5 
and windings wdiich arc bestowed upon it, until the 
thread is perfected. 

The proprietors of these gold-thread manufactoric’^ 
are, for tho most part, a pcctiliar sect of i^lolunnme- 
dans knowm by tho name of Bohra, but styliug 
themselves by the prouder title of Ishmaela. Ihey 
occupy about five hundred of the best liouscs in 
the city, and arc in every sense rcs]’)cdable, being 
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tlic most wealthy of the commercial clas«c«, an<l 
having the repute of libcnil ami fair tlealei'S. 'I’liey 
are, moreover, scrupuloiisly ohservaiit. of their reli- 
gious duties, ami daily attend their mosepu', nearly 
two miles distant from the city, although they are 
not under the immediate surveillance of their monUoy 
or chief priest ; whose custom it is to reside at 
Surat, paying his dock at lloorhanpoor an annual 
visit to collect his dues and leave his blessing. In 
appearance these Bohras strongly rcsemhle the 
Ai’ahs, their features and complexions being of the 
Arabian cast, as well as the fashion of their gar- 
ments ; and it is probable that they are really of 
Arabian origin, though they have been many 
centuries resident in the Dckkan and in Guzerat. 
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The Hindoo inliabitants of Hassuk relate a gx’cat 
diversity of tales, some Brahminical, and some Bnd- 
Instical, descriptive of the origin of their city. The 
Mussulmans also claim the distinction of having been 
its founders ; and as they have but one storj' con- 
cerning it, and that a particularly picturesque one, 
while it is likewise tlie most probable, I shall venture 
to translate it. They affirm that its fomrdation was 
the work of a very notorious character in the Jlogul 
history, one 

YAKOOB LAIS, THE BANDIT CBIEP, 

who afterwards raised himself to bo governor of the 
province of Sehistan. The legend is thus told : — 

About the middle of tho ninth centtiry in the 
Ciiristian era, wlien Dhenn-ben-Nassuk was govimior 
of the province of Sehistan, there lived in the city of 
Ifcrat one Lais-ul-Suflar, a brazier, who had three 
sons, Yakoob, Omar, and Ali, youths remarkable for 
their manly beauty, their undaunted cotmigc, and 
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gi'cat personal strength aiul activity* According to 
Oriental custom, they ^Yerc c'dncatcd to the trade of 
their forefathers; hut Yakooh, the eldest, heing of a 
proud ambitious disposition, and tilled Nvith thesjuril 
of adventure^ ^Yas no sooner free from the hondage 
of his apprenlieeship, than ho oast aside the tools of 
his humble calling, and \vith them tlic desiguation »/- 
SuJJav (the bvavaer) ; assuming the sabre and shield, 
as implements more in accordance u’ith liis taste 
than the hammer and anvil. Having enlisted under 
the bannei‘3 of Mohummed Tuhii% he soon discovered 
that the subordination of a soldiers liftMvas oven less 
tolerable than that 'whidi he had cjuiltcd ; but at the 
same time, being delighted Avith the excitement of 
strife and the prospect of military plunder, he d(‘ter- 
mined to ^vnge ^var upon his own account. 

The bent of Y'akoob Lnis*s mind had led him to 
associate witli the most daring jnthransf (athletes) 
among his comrades, men ^Yho5c prowess and courage 
were unrivalled ; but who, in one respect imlikc 
himself, having been bred to arms and the discipline 
of a soldier s life from cliildhood, felt not the hardship 
of restraint. Laying before these men tlic tempta- 
tions of booty and cntei*prise, he easily induced them 
to join him upon certain secret predatory excursions, 
in which he acted as their leader ; and so large Avere 
their emoluments, so fascinating their adventures, 
that he had ultimately little difliculty in persuading 
them to desert from the army, and give themselves 
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lip ivholly to a life of plunder. He thus gained the 
command of about fifty bold and hardy veterans, 
who, confident in the shill and undaunted spirit of 
their young, yet circumspect captain, and charmed 
by Jiis heai-tj' good-humour, no less than they ivere 
astonished at his ivit and superior understanding, 
pledged themselves by exchange of turbans, and swore 
on their swords to make his will their only laiv. 

Yakoob Lais and liis formidable troop for a while 
established themselves in the roclcy fastnesses upon 
the southern frontier of Sehistan, and levied contri- 
butions, not only upon all travellers, but also upon 
all towns and villages within the range of a forced 
march. But, upon one occasion, having penetrated 
southward as far as the romantic river Guadavery, 
they brought upon themselves the formidable on* 
mity of the Brahmins in all the country round- 
about, by pillagdng some Hindoo tcmjfies, and carry- 
ing off a vast amount of treasure. Being surrounded 
on all sides, they would, doubtless, have perished, had 
they not been led by one of their comrades, a native 
of the place, to a retreat of great security, within the 
chain of the Western Ghat mountains. Tlic strengtii 
and secrecy of this position ajipcar to liavc been in- 
comparable; and Yakoob Lais, considering it to bo 
admirably adapted to the permaneut security ^'f his 
troop, and tlic deporting of his treasure, inmie- 
diatcly ordered his head-fpiarter.s to be roinovid 
thither. Theiv was an c.vtcnsivc valley shut in on all 
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sides by bold precipitous rocbs, to be entered only by 
one pass, and that so narroAV and intricate, as to be 
quite impracticable to all, except those ^Yho, by long 
practice, had become thoroughly acquainted with its 
labjTrinthine circuities. A dense forest, rendered impe- 
netrable by thorny underwood, covered the face of this 
valley on all sides, except upon a spot in the centre, 
where was a high conical hill, — excavated by the 
Biidhists infoi’mer ages — the upper part whereof had 
been he^^^l into an immense temple, and the base into 
numerous caverns for the abodes of the priests. So 
vast were the proportions of the temple, that it was 
esteemed capable of containing five hundred mounted 
troopers. It had two small ai'ched entrances, one 
towards the east and the other towards the west, 
protected by huge massive doors of Avrought iron ; 
the approach to which was by two circular roads, in 
the nature of military ramps, which wound round 
from the base of the hill and rendered the ascent easy 
for cavahy. The height of this extraordinary cham- 
ber was about fifty feet to the centre of the vault. 
The rocky walls were all around hewn into bassi- 
^ilie^d of gigantic figures, representing the wonderful 
characters of the Budhistical pantheon, and a mul- 
titude of incomprehensible monsters, whose hideous 
aspects and antic attitudes greatly enhanced the wild 
and mystic efiect of the place. The natural fortifi- 
cation of this position was so perfect, that Yakoob 
Lais had little to do in preparing it for the accom- 
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modation and secnritv of Ins band. He cut an aper- 
ture tbrongli tbc summit of the hill, to admit light 
and a free circulation of air into the great chamber, 
and some secret galleries, from apparently inaccessi- 
ble spots, to communicate vrith caverns which were 
to serve as treasuries. Ho also erected hidden 
stockades, at intervals, along the pass; so that a 
handful of men might have defended it eflectually 
against the largest amy* 

The free and ndvcntxirous pccupation upon winch 
he had entered was, in every res|:?eck exactly suited 
to the wild spirit of the daring Yakoob Lais; except 
only that it appeared to set a limit to his ambition ; 
which siifiered him not to regard it ns a fixed mode 
of life^hut as a means of obtaining that wealth which 
he intended should eventually raise him to extended 
power and importance : and ho always cncouragc^l 
his followers to anticipate n similar improvement in 
their condition. In this lawless career he found it 
necessary to exact from his followers, with a finn 
hand, the most implicit observance of his orders ; and, 
bavinij his future plans always in view, he was 
especially careful to avoid all cruelty or unnecessary 
onira:xe, MTth so much moderation, indeed, did lu' 
practise his n'jisdeeds, that he was never knowi to 
pillaere the neH>dy, or to deprive any travellers of the 
whole of their properly ; but having a'^certaiiUHl their 
circumstances, lie invariably took from them just 
as much as ho thought they might spare, watiioul 
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actually distressing them* At the same time his de- 
meanour was mild and courteous, and his gallantry 
to females such as had gained him the admiration of 
all the fair ones who had. been fortunate enough to 
bestow their jewels and yaluables upon him. Pie 
omitted no opportunity of increasing the strength of 
his band, whenever he could do so, with such mate- 
rials as his very nice discretion might select ; until, 
in the course of time, his force amounted to five 
hundred gaUant horsemen, splendidly appointed, and 
mounted upon the noblest Persian cliargers. 

Dherm-ben-Nassuk had frequently heard of the 
extraordinary exploits of Yakoob Lais, and the other 
deserters from his army, and had, upon several occa- 
sions, sent out expeditions against them ; but had 
never, in any case, been able to cut them off, or dis- 
cover their retreat ; indeed all his detacliments had 
suffered more or less despoliation at the hands of these 
renowned marauders, ^vithout effecting any kind of 
good. At length, however, having received com- 
plaints from all quarters of very extensive robberies, 
he determined upon taking more active measures for 
the suppression of the evil, and ordered out a body 
of three hundred chosen cavalry, whom he, being 
ignorant of the increased strength of the bandit's 
gang, supposed would easily destroy, or take them 
prisoners. The watchful captain, having received 
information of this impending scheme, immediately 
wrote a letter of remonstrance to his former chief ; 
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assnrinfj him that ho had ever retained a sincere re- 
spcct for the very name of Dherm-ben-Nassuh, and 
had quitted the service from no personal dissatisfac- 
tion, but solely in consequence of his natural aversion' 
to any form of servitude. lie entreated, at the same 
time, that the threatened expedition might bo coun- 
termanded ; inasmuch as he was most reluctant to 
engage in a conflict with those, among whom thcix! 
would necessarily bo a number of his former compa- 
triots and boon-companions ; and ho concluded his 
letter by assuring Dherm-ben-Xassulc that ten timc.s 
the strcnjrth of the intended detachment would never 
bo able to cftcct lus subjection. In this earnest repre- 
sentation Dhcrm-bcn-Nassulc sa^Y nothing but what 
he believed to he a cunning attempt to avert impend- 
ing punishment, and lie therefore delivered to Yalcool) 
Lais’ s messenger, as his only reply, a naked sw’ord, 
snapped in t\Yaiu near the hilt ; signifying, that no 
quarter should he given, even tliongli lus own party 
should perish in the attack. So confident was lie of 
success, against a band whom he believed to bo not 
one-sixth part so muncrons as his own, that he gave 
his olUccr ordei^s to employ only lialf his force, if that 
should he found suilicionl, and to send the remainder 
through the country to procure carriage fir the trans- 
port of the treasure, whicli, he doubted not, would 
be very gi*eat. At the same time lie gave liim stHct 
injunctions not to return without the hv:x(h of thfx-o 
against whom the expedition vras directed. 
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When the mc5?pnf:er (h'livori'd to Vahooh Lais (he 
broken sword scjil hy l)hcrin-hc’n-Na«5nk, the jnir- 
port of tlic rejdy wa'; umnediatoly nndor.'-tood by all 
presents and natnnlly excited great anger and indig- 
nation. The captain, however, coolly took the broken 
weapon from the be.arer, and. handing it to one of 
the annonn'rs, ordered him to re-set the blade in the 
hilt: dcclarinEf, that aUhoimh the short-siehtedne^“ 
of Dhc^n^l>cn-Na‘^?uk liad only enabled him to anti- 
cipate one intorpretation of the bo hiniMjlf 

could read in it a second, and the tnio solution: — 
said he, ^^thc tynuit havinj^ by ln,s own net 
broken hisow^npow’cr. hascaH it intoiny baiuK that 
1 miglit repair anrl wield it for iny own advnntajn*. 
and that of my trusty followers* Yet, for the ^ake 
of those with whom I have broken the bread t>f 
friendship, I will, as long as is consistent with our 
safety^ employ the sliield of defence* rather than tlie 
s\Yord of reven^rc? even tliotmh our encmv is the 
aggressor, and one wlio has wantonly threatened ns 
with a cruel extermination/* ]jittle, indeed, as the 
liandit cliicf liad cx])ccted so irritating a reply to his 
jiacific remonstrance, his habitual caution bad already 
devised and matured a plan of operations against such 
an event ; but as a part of bis general policy was 
never to di\m]ge Iiis schemes beyond the senior 
officers, wlio fonned his council of war, he contented 
himself witli assuring the band tliat be was fully 
jirepared for the worst, and liopcd to give Dherm- 

o 2 
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ben-Kassuk so severe a cbastiseiucnt for his iuso- 
lencc, ns should effectually protect them from all 
future molestation; and this ^vithout so much as 
dra^vlng a s^Yord against any one of liis people. The 
troops of Yakoob Lais, \s^ho had been accustomed 
to rely wth implicit confidence upon the skill of their 
commander^ and to execute all his orders vrithout 
inquiry as to their puiq7ortj'svere, nevertheless, amazed 
at his forbearance, and wondered not a little how he 
would possibly accomplish his extraordinary purpose ; 
at the same time tlicy were gi'eatly amused by the 
singularity of the design, and anxious to show their 
wdlling obedience. 

Yakoob Lais now called to his presence Aboo 
Dudmaun, a wily ingenious old fellow, wliom he 
usually employed as a S])y in case^; of cincrgeucy. 
He ordered him to disguise himself as a jMolmm- 
inedan fahhivy and to throw liiinself in the way of 
Dhenn-ben-Nassuk's troops; and when questioned, 
as would be probable, for information concenung the 
banditti, to licap unmeasured roproacli and abuse 
upon them. This behaviour would, of course, insti- 
gate his examiners to press for information, wlien 
his part would he to confess, witli npj)arent reluc- 
tance, that he had been, xmtil lately, their jnie.-i ; 
that having acquired a large sum of rnoney by liis 
relimous service^^, which it had bem his intention to 

Cr ' 

dovo'u; to the fotuulatioii of a Kniuiaary, he li'vji 
basely plutidcroil by conitnatid of Yakoob Lais, aia! 



turnod adrift \tpon the world. lie wa-^, thronghotit, 
too.Kliihit sutdi a ‘■jdrit of\Yralh atid r('V{'nge, .ns would 
sutmt'st to the party the juj^dldlity of jiaiuiug his .‘ser- 
vices j and at hast heshould suiTiThiinscdf to he itidnccd. 
bv a rich hrihe, tohetruv the retreat of his con^radcs. 
lUs furtluT in^^iruclion^ wore to rc}m:H« nt the 
as one hniulred ami jifty slroniij and the difiicnltic!^ 
so great ns to reejuire the entire force of three hun- 
dred for their suhjeetioju At the same time he was 
to conduct them to the cave v:\ih sanguine hojjcs of 
success^ and to heigliten tlicir confidence hy certain 
pretended omens and visions. 

Other spies hesides A boo Dndmaun avere sent out 
to avatch the apjiroaclK and to gather news concern- 
ing the enemy, and, in a f(*\v days, they v;orc reported 
to he advancing in the direction of the defile leadinij 
to the cave. Yakoob Lais immediately put himself 
at thclicadof one hundred ofliisinen, haviim ordered 
tlie remainder to secrete themselves in the forest, 
and to await patiently for liis return and further 
orders. lie then marched out ujion tlio plain, and 
drcNV up his detachment in battle array, as if await- 
ing the attack of his enemy, immediately in front of 
the pass. i\Icanwhile Dhenn-hen-Nassuk's force 
appeared and coutlmicd to advance, until Yakoob 
Lais could plainly distinguisli the person of Aboo 
Dudmauu. He tlicn sent forth a messenger, with a 
flag of truce, to demand the person of the traitor 
falchiv^ olVering the prlco of a hihk of rupees fur his 
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head ; but, as ho expected, the courier returacd unsuc- 
cessful ; and at his heels, in two close columns, the 
foe came quickly on, preparing to wheel and charge 
the bandit’s inferior line, on cither flank. 

At this moment Yakoob Lais rode to the left wing, 
.a little in advance of the line, and was apparentlv* 
animating his men to stand Arm, while, in truth, 
he was repeating certain secret instnictions previously 
given. The enemy were within five hundred j'ards. 
The bandit’s line was seen to waver, and, despite 
his loud and energetic appeals to their courage, 
the centre soon gave way and fled ; the right wing 
followed them ; but a small subdivision of j>ickcd 
men, upon the extreme loft, stood fast, until ordered 
by their commander to retire within the defile. This 
they did deliberately and in perfect order ; ami no 
sooner were they clear of the entrance of the narrow 
avenue, than a large tree fell prostrate across tlie 
pass, cfi'cclually intercepting the impetuous career 
of the assailants, and giving the dispersed freebooters 
time to rally and beat an orderly retreat. 

Having cleared the temporary impediment which 
had been so suddenly and unc.x'pcctedly cast in their 
path, Dhcrm-bcn-Ka«suk’s cavalry renewed thejiur- 
suit, directed by the fahe fakhlr, who displayed .a 
military ardour, and a perfection of horsemanship, 
which nothing but bis late alliance with inboni sol- 
diery could acconnl for. The I)henn-ben-Nas"uklt'>, 
however, conridered tluuHolve^ csjuciallN roj-tunate. 
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in having fallen in with so active and zealous a guidcj 
through such wild and intricate passes ; and they 
followed him with perfect confidence. Here and 
there they caught a glimpse of the retreating ban- 
ditti, winding down the rugged water-course in the 
gorge of a narrow valley, or round the jutting angle 
of a distant hill, until they entered the forest, where 
all was deep obscurity. Aboo Dudmaun led them 
on, continually cautioning them against ambuscades, 
but expressing a firm conviction that the gang would 
eventually retire within their principal fastness, for 
the purpose of defending their treasure; and he, 
moreover, promised them an easy conquest and im- 
mense booty. 

Having traversed about three miles of dense forest, 
the soil whereof was damp, and the air chill, despite 
the blistering intensity of a tropical sun which blazed 
upon the foliage above, the pursuing party emerged 
upon the little glacis which surrounded the exca- 
vated hill, just in time to behold the rear of the 
bandit's troop filing up the ramp, and retiring within 
the eastern entrance to the great cave. Requesting 
the leader to call a halt, Aboo Dudmaun now sug- 
gested that the trunk of some young tree would 
supply them with such a battering-ram as might be 
easily wielded by a score of dismounted troopers, and 
which would enable them to demolish the gates of 
the cavern by half-a-dozen well-directed blows. The 
advice was no sooner given than acted upon ; and, 
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in less than half an hour, the confident assailants 
mounted the road to the eastern gate, and applied 
their nowlj'-madc engine to the iron door. The 
vaulted chamber resounded loudly 'with the blow, 
and the rattling and confused clatter of cavalry in 
motion, was iramcdiatcly heard within. Another 
and another blow succeeded, and the massive doors 
rolled back as if by magic, leaving to them a clear 
undisputed passage to the interior. Three or four 
troopers, the tail, as it were, of the fljdng banditti, 
dashed hastily through the opposite gate, -which im- 
mediately closed behind them with a terrible report, 
aAvaking a thousand thunders from the rocky sides 
and roof, which echoed and re-echoed round, till the 
very foundations of the vaulted chamber trembled 
sensibly. The startled soldiers who had entered soon 
regained their confidence, and advanced to the second 
door, which they found so firmly closed, that their 
utmost manual efforts could not move or even shake 
it ; yet neither bolt nor bar was visible. They speedily 
applied the battering-ram, expecting, no doubt, as 
little resistance as before ; but they dealt stroke after 
stroke with increased force, without pi’oducing any 
effect, except the effect of a very great noise, for the 
successive blows rang through the vaulted chamber, 
in a confusionof multiplied vibrationsalmostdeafening. 

Dmang the delay caused by this obstruction, the 
-whole body of Dherm-ben-Nassuk’s force had filed 
into the cave ; and all, except those who were im- 
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mediately oniployed in endeavouring to forec tho 
"ate, were "a/.in" about in abfonislnnent at tbo vast- 
ness of the place, and tbc singularity of its decora- 
tions — Nvhen, suddenly, another report as loud as the 
first which had been heard, made every heart beat 
high with apprehension, and sent the aflrighted 
horses plunging and rearing in all directions, Tho 
door by which they had entered had closed behind 
them, and now, like tho other, defied their most 
strenuous exertions to re-open it. After wearying 
their strength and tempers by repeated, but still in- 
cficctual, efibrts, they at last bethought them of their 
guide, the venerable fakhir, and wondered that ho 
had not volunteered his services to extricate them 
from their dilemma. But they sought him in vain; 
he was not among them. They saw’ immediately 
that they were bctra3'cd, and cur.«cd their own in- 
caution and credulity. The whole scheme of tho 
bandit chief was so plainly laid out before their 
opened eyes, that they denounced themselves, again 
and again, as three hundred of the most blind, in- 
sensate asses, w’ho could possibly by unpardonable, 
almost voluntary, negligence, have sacrificed them- 
selves to tho clums}’, ill-concealed pitfall of a stupid 
wolf. Every mesh of tho unartful net had been 
conspicuously laid in their path; they had seen every 
noose of tho snare; and still, in fatal absence of 
mind, had planted their feet in it. Yet, truly, hath 
it ever been that 
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Bomc on iIk; c \]\ breeze of IiuliJ^crction, 

Alisebanee blicbts tlic ripr^^t fniit of Joy ; 

Difjguhlcd nt the heedless s conduct of Folly, 

Fickle Fortune clo5e,s tl^e gate of Prosperity, 

FnUence und Circvnnspection are the jealous distributors of 
honour. 

AVlicn Ynkool) Lais had given his captive anta- 
gonists an opportunity of ruminating, for a while, 
upon the hittiTS of moi-tification and self-reproach, 
he mounted to the top of the hill, and discovei’ing 
himself at the aperture, assured thejn of their per- 
sonal safety and of hospitahle treatment : “ I am 
convinced,” said he sarcastically, “ that there can be 
among yon none of my former comrade^ v\’itli whom 
I have exchanged tnrhans ; for how can a true 
soldier ho false to his honour, under so solemn an 
obligation ? Yet, ns I behold in yonr ranhs at least 
a hundred countenances which are wondei’fiilly 
familiar to me, I can only conclude that most of 
you are relations of my former friends. For their 
sake, then, I shall entertain you honourably, as 
guests, not as prisoners ; and, for this purpose, I 
have commanded my cooks to prepare for yon a 
sumptuous banquet. Lost, bowever, there should 
be any of you whose march has not fully pi*epared 
him an appetite, I have provided that your feast 
shall continue a whole week ; and he assured that I 
have that confidence in your honour, that on the 
seventh day, when you have all broken my bread 
and tasted my salt, I shall not hesitate to release 
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you. In the interim, I shall pay a visit to him that 
sent you, and endeavour to convince him of the 
injustice of his conduct towards me. If I fail in 
this object, I shall dismiss him to another region, 
where his odious Avant of good principle will render 
him doubly Avelcome, and I shall myself endeavour 
more Avorthily to fill his place. If I succeed, I shall 
content myself by draAving from his treasury SAich an 
amount as I may deem to be a fair remuneration for 
my inv.aluable serAuces.” Yahoob Lais concluded 
his speech by desiring the captives to make them- 
selves perfectly at ease, during his absence, and to 
demand in his name ever}’^thing Avhich they might 
require, — assuring them that they were surrounded 
by fiA'e thousand armed Avarriors and ten thousand 
slaves; and that everything Avhich they might 
desire, except liberty, Avould be let doAvn to them 
through the aperture. 

The bandit chief having thus far conducted his 
l>roject with complete' success, had yet the most 
difficult part of it to accomplish ; for Dherm-ben- 
Nassuk dwelt in a strongly fortified palace, Avell 
guarded by day and night, and only Avent out from 
it upon great public occasions. Yakoob, however, 
apprehended neither difiiculty nor danger, for his 
plots had never yet been met by defeat or disappoint- 
ment. HaA'ing habited himself in the travelling 
costume of a Mogul nobleman, he set forward with 
about fifty followers, ten only of whom appeared 
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armi'd. lie iraYolled with the speed of a whirlwind ; 
and on the cvi'iniig of the third day, a little before 
the ttjno of sunset prayer, ho took np his abode for 
the night in a spacious DmliHvi'va, the tonih of a 
l^lolminniedan saint, which stood inunodiatcly with- 
out the walls of Dhorm-heu-Nassnk's palace. Im- 
mediately upon his arrival, ho sot ten men, expert 
sappers and minors, to work avithin the torah, to 
excavate a passage into tlie 3x11000000^. This they 
had completely performed hy midnight, and came to 
the surface in one of the ehambci's of the treasury. 
Taking with liim only ten of his followers, he entert'd 
the palace, all the interior doors whei’oof, according 
to Eastern custom, were wde open and slaves lay 
asleep \ipon the floors, in all the jiass,igcs, -wath their 
swords and spears beside them. In profound silence, 
and with the stealthy movements of a cat, he. as a 
precautionary measure, fii-st gathered up all the 
anus, and sent them to the tomb. Then, bavuig 
collected all tbe most jmocions of the costly tilings 
whicb lav nmmd, consistinir of various small articles 
of fumitwro of pure, gold inlaid gems, and 

several caskets of court jewels and regalia of inesti- 
luablo value, including the ]Mogul cap of state, (the 
weight of the princely jewels therein being six 
he liad them sjieedily pnoked np into convenient 
bales, and ordered them to be removed to the tomb : 
where his horse was already prepared, his troopers in 


* About twclre pounds ivcigbt. 
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thoir SAfUllcs awaUin" Iii*^ rchirn. and ready to start 
at a inoint ntV notice. 

Takoob I.ni-i v.a'; then nhont to seek otit Dlirnn- 
hcn-X.'i'-'Uk, for the purjifi-c of extorting from liim 
?omo oath or bond of itnjnmilv, which miglit ]>ro- 
tecl him from future ag£rre“-;i{)U, and to domaml from 
him certain other advantage^ wliich ho had re‘-o!ved 
to obtain, or otiierwitc to a'KT-.-inate him. He wa.« 
in the act of turning fn»m his followers to exeento 
his jmrposo, when he .«truek hi« hiot .against some 
small thing, which wont rattling along the j)olishod 
pavement, and he ohsirvcd it to sjiarkle. Thinking 
that nothing less than diamonds could have reflected 
light in such a dark ])lace, he picked it np, and not 
knowing exactly what to make of it, ho jutt it to 
his tongne. Tltat little act, insignificant as it may 
appear, caused the immediate snhvoi-sion of all his 
.schemes, even at the moment of their complete 
accomplishment. Yakooh Jjais had tat^ted the .salt 
of Dherm-hen-Nassuk ; for the sup]ioscd jewel was 
in tnilh no other than a little lump of I'ock-salt. 
Though mortified and dis.appointcd beyond dc.scrip- 
tion, his avarice and revenge instantl}- gave avay 
before his respect for what ho c.stccmcd to he an 
infrangible laAv of honour and ho.spitality. He com- 
manded his men to restore everything which had 
been carried a\Yay; and having piled the hales of 
treasure and bundles of anus in a heap, he wrote in 
largo characters upon the marble wall, with the 
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of Ills clnggor, ^^Yakoob Lais/' lie tlicn 
withdrew, and returned to his head-quarters with 
all jiossiblc speed. Having arrived tlicrc on the 
evening of the sixth day, he held an audience of his 
whole hand, and informed them of the singular cir- 
cumstance by wliich the object of liis excursion liad 
been defeated j taking the opportunity of urging 
upon them, ns was bis constant practice, liis favourite 
maxim, — tliat among soldiers a nice sense of honour 
was more estimable than success, and an irreproach- 
able conscience more precious than heaps of treasure. 
Having explained to them all whicli had occurred 
since liis departure, he next informed them tliat, 
upon liis journey homeward, he had planned a 
manoemTO, which he intended to put in execution the 
following morning, and by which he yet hoped to 
impress upon tlie mind of Llicnn-ben-Nassuk such 
a notion of their strength and power, as would effec- 
tually preserve them from all future molestation. 

Soon after the dawn of the seventh day from that 
on which the soldiers of Dhemi-bon-Nasstik had 
been imprisoned, they were again addressed by 
Yakoob Lais, from the aperture in their prison’s roof. 
Having inquired in friendly terms for their welfare, 
and expressed a hope that they and their horses had 
been provided with all that they could want, the 
generous bandit then told them openly tlic whole 
liistory of his excursion to their master s palace, and 
assured them that, in accordance with his promise. 
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pace and unbroken order, throngh the %vcslcm 
portal, and continued their apparently perilous 
career until they reached the plain again, where 
they dispersed and leisurely entered the hjrcst. 
Fifty squadrons, each one hundred strong, thus passed 
in review heforc the astonished Dherm-hen-Nassuk- 
ites, who expressed their admiration hy continued 
shouts of applause. When the last squadron liad 
disappeared, the chief expressed his regret that he 
was unable to exhibit to his guests the wonderful 
fc.its of arms and horsemanship wliich were the daily 
practice of a certain picked division of his troops, 
one thousand in number, wlm were then absent upon 
a distant expedition. Then having distributed 
jmwn to the officers, as a mark of honourable dis- 
missal, be furnished them with a guard of honour 
to conduct them through the pass, and hade them 
take their leave. • 

kicanwhilo the greatest anxiety prevailed at the 
court of Dherm-hen-Nassuk concerning the fate of 
the detachment, of whom not one word of news had 
been received, since they had entered the pass in 
pursuit of the banditti. The greatest apprehension 
was excited hy the circumstance of Yalcooh Lais’s 
visit to the palace : for on the morning after that 
event, the mystery wliich attached to the position of 
things upon the first discovery was sufficiently 
cleai-ed up by the ‘salt, which was found scattei’ed 
about the floor, where Yakooh Lais had thrown it 
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down, and by tbo ^vriting upon the wall. In truth, 
a very accurate surmise was made as to all the facts 
relating to the occuirence ; but, at the same time, it 
gave rise to a thousand fears for the fate of the three 
hundred gallant horsemen who had been sent out 
against the marauders. When, therefore, after seven 
or eight days of apprehension and suspense, they all 
returned in safety to their quarters, they were 
received with surprise and delight; and the relation, 
of their extraordinary adventures excited in Dherm- 
ben-Nassulc, and all who heard it, the greatest 
admiration of the bandit chief, especially when 
they were told of the great strength and wonderful 
discipline of his followers. Dherm-ben-Nassuk im- 
mediately made a vow of inviolable amity towards 
him, expressing an impatience to exchange turbans 
with him, and thus secure his friendship and valu- 
able alliance. So greatly was he captivated by the 
robber s generosity, his skill, and his nice sense of 
honour, that he ultimately despatched an embassy, 
inviting him to court, and offering him a high title 
of nobility, and the command of ten thousand horse. 
Upon receipt of this message, Yakoob Lais was as 
much surprised as he was delighted by so magnificent 
a proposal ; and seeing therein a shadow of still 
grander prospects, he immediately expressed his 
readiness to accept it, provided only that a know- 
ledge of the truth, as to the number of his followers, 
should make no alteration in Dherm-ben-Nassuk s 
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desire for his services. He then explained that his 
little corps of five hundred men had been magnified 
into a force of ten times its real strength, by re- 
assembling ■\vithin the forest as soon as they had 
broken off, and mounting the liill again, upon the 
opposite side ; so that they might as easily have 
been made to assmne the appearance of a hundred 
thousand. This circumstance, being reported to 
Dherm-ben-Nassuk, by no means diminished his 
favour towards Yakoob Lais ; on the contrary, he 
replied that the ingenuity displayed by the manoeuvre 
was well worth ten thousand men, even of such 
choice troops as were those of tlie bandit. 

Yakoob Lais was forthwith raised to the title of 
Nawab, and promoted to the command of ten thou- 
sand cavalry. He soon afterwards became com- 
mander-in-chief, and ultimately, upon the death of 
, Dherm-ben-Nassuk, realized all his dreams of glory, 
by succeeding to the government of Sehistan. He 
reigned in absolute sovereignty for a period of eleven 
years ; and has left among the historians of that time 
a character distinguished for acute intelligence, for 
undaunted courage, for moderation and temperance, 
for mflcxible justice, and for unbounded generosity. 
Having gi’e.atly extended the dominion of his pre- 
decessor, by a career of active enterprise, and tlie 
extraordinary success wliich attended all his under- 
takings, one of his last acts was, to .lay the founda- 
tion of a city upon the bank of the river Guadavery, 
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on the TCiy spot where he liad formerly piUngctl tlic 
Braliminical temples ; and he called the place Nassulc, 
to coinmcmovaie tlic name of Jiis late chief and bene- 
factor. For the same purpose, ho gave to the cavern- 
ous stronghold, which had been for so long a period 
the favourite head-quarters of his band, the imposing 
name of Dhcrm-Raj-Lena. 


Sloslem influence has now altogether disappeared 
from the city of Nassuk, and it has become the chief 
scat and centre of Brahmiiiical learning and religious 
fraud in the west of India, It is densely populated ; 
neaily forty thousand inhabitants being crowded into 
a ‘space not exceeding four miles in circuit. Of these, 
only one hundredth part are i\Iussulmans ; and the 
remains of jMussulinan buildings are quite as scarce, 
in proportion to the multitude of Hindoo structures. 
The temples are well nigh innumerable, and many of 
them remarkably picturesque ; they appeal’, indeed, 
to have been erected for the purpose of exemplifying 
the almost infinite diversity of fonn of wliicli tlie 
vaulted roof is susceptible. The hill and Budhistical 
excavations of Dhcrm-Raj-Lena are still to be seen, 
about six miles distant from the city. 

Tlie I'iver Giiadavcry, wliich enjoys a fame for 
sanctity scarcely inferior to that of the Ganges, is 
here but a little brook. Opposite the city the bed 
has been built up to a succession of levels, so as to 
form a number of reservoirs, through which the 
stream flows, and falls from one to the other in a 
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series of cascades. The sources of this river are in the 
Western Ghat mountains, w’hence it issues in innumer- 
able rivulets, many of which are considerably larger 
than that to which the Hindoos, without any apparent 
reason, have assigned the honour, of pre-eminence. 
The waters which thus rise to the surface within 
fifty miles of the Western Ocean, flow eastward, and 
having formed a junction just above the town of 
Koombharri, roll on, eastward and south-eastward, 
through stupendous forests of the teak-tree^ being 
joined by numerous other currents, and performing 
altogether a course of nearly a thousand miles, until 
it pours itself into the Eastern Ocean, dmding the 
coasts of Coromandel and Orissa. After the heavy 
rains, particularly during the monsoon, the volume 
of its waters is stupendous. Its channel is singularly 
irregular, being in some places spread over a tract of 
country two or three miles in breadth, the stream 
being scarcely knee-deep ; while in other parts it is 
pent np in a narrow bed, the overhanging banks 
whereof are scarcely a furlong apart, and the waters 
from eighty to a hundred feet in depth. The most 
remarkable instance of this kind is at the famous 
pass through the 'Papkoondur mountains, which 
form the north-west frontier of Rajamnndri, where 
the broad current is suddenly compressed into a 
naiTOw channel, about two hundred yards in width, 
by a natural barrier, some parts of wdiicli have an 
altitude exceeding two thousand feet. 



HYDRABAD AND BIDUR. 


There arc in IUndostan two large cities, called 
llydraljad. One, tlic capital of the principality of 
Sihnd, which is sitnated npon a devious branch of 
the river Indus, about tlu'cc miles distant front the 
main channel ; and the other, the cajtital of the 
Nizam’s dominions, standing on the hanks of the 
Moosa, in the southern quarter of the Dekkan. The 
latter forms the subject of the present sketch. 

The celebrated fortress of Golkonda was, during 
many generations, the capital of these provinces ; but 
that enterprising prince, IMohummcd Kooli Kootab 
Shah, determined to escape its many incurable incon- 
veniences, by removing the scat of government to a 
more favoured spot. He had no occasion to wander 
far in quest of a convenient site, and he ultimately 
built a city, aboutsix miles south-east from Golkonda, 
upon the south bank of the river ]\Ioosa. This oc- 
curred A.D. 1585 ; and, when the city was complete, 
the royal founder named it Bhagnuggur in honour 
of his favourite mistress Bhdgmutti ; but after the 
death of this lady, the romantic name Bhagnuggur, 
which also signifies “ Garden Residence,” was 
changed to Hydrabad. The presence of the court 



168 


THE OMENTAL ANNUAL. 


speedilj^ secured to tlie new city a flourislilng com- 
mercial population ; and the nobles vied with each 
other in the magnificence of their palaces and gardens. 
The prince also founded several elegant mosques, 
schools, hospitals, baths, and other public buildings, 
including a bridge over the Moosa, and set apart a 
large fund for their maintenance. 

The most splendid of those erections is the Char 
Minar (four minarets), a beautiful quadrangular 
mosque raised iipon four gateways and standing in 
the centre of the city, so as to open upon each of the 
fonr principal streets by a gigantic archway. From 
the angles of the base spring four stupendous 
minarets, two hundred and twenty feet in height, 
and of great solidity. The gateways are covered in 
by a shallow dome, upon which a supei'stnicture is 
raised, forming a commodious mosque, with its 
reservoir of ivater, all liandsomely decorated witli 
Saracenic sculpture. In the quadrangle helow there 
is also a large basin of water, from the centre whereof, 
on grand occasions, a copious fountain throws tip a 
spout of water almost to the vaulted roof, which 
falling on all sides in a thick shower, creates a 
refreshing coolness, highly attractive to thes treet- 
loungers and gossips. In each of the minarets are 
apartments appropriated to the use of tlie professors 
and students of the college; facetiously said, by 
Farishta, to have been allotted to them that they 
might he enabled to look down upon the pomp and 
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wealth of t!\i? worUl, aiul behold m them nothing hut 
inpignificanco. 

The city continued to flouviph nnd to enjoy peace 
for fevoral years aRer its foundation; Mohunnned 
Kooli Kootah Sliah devoting his energies to the 
advancement of civilization, and the improvement of 
the laws. But at Icngtli, cupidity having gained 
access to his heart, ho resolved npoji undertaking a 
campaign, for tlie purpose of extending his territories. 
TIis first aim was to possess iiimself. if possible, of 
the diamond mines at Moosa-xd-moroo, and he ac- 
cordingly made a vigorous attack njion that place ; 
bnt was repulsed with gicat loss. lie ultimately 
succeeded, however; and likewise reduced all the 
neighbouring fastnesses, among which were those of 
the most powerful princes of the Dckkan. lie was 
at length brought to a check by the garrison of 
Gondikotta, to which he had been attracted by the 
reputed wealth of the great temple; the treasury 
whereof was said, in oriental langxiagc, to be dccji 
enough to contain a thousand square kos of tcrritoiy . 
The gallant Nur Singh Raj commanded the place at 
that time ; hut after having undergone all the most 
rigorous extremities of a protracted siege, he was 
compelled to yield, and became tributary to Ily- 
drabad. 

There were some excellent specimens of Oriental 
tactics in the campaigns which followed. Venkut- 
putti, king of Bijannggur, had removed his scat of 

9 , 
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government to tlie frontier post of Penkonda, in 
violation of his treaty Avith IMohumraed Kooli 
Kootah Shah, and also made many aggressive incur- 
sions upon the Hydrabad possessions. In retaliation 
of these offences, the Hydrabad chief, having reduced 
Gondikotta, marched directly upon Penkonda, and 
laid siege to it. After the lapse of a few days, 
yenkutputti sent an embassy to Mohummed Kooli 
Kootab Shah, for the purpose of negociating terms of 
peace ; and an armistice, during the treaty, was an 
immediate result. The Hindoos, taking advantage 
of this cessation of hostilities, and the temporary 
absence of the Mohummedan troops from their lines, 
actively employed themselves in laying in supplies. 
In three days, they had procured stores sufficient for 
a prolonged siege ; and before the suspicions of their 
enemies were excited, they had gained a reinforce- 
ment of troops, under the celebrated Jugdue Rao, 
amounting to nearly twenty thousand men. When 
the king of Hydrahad was informed of these faith- 
less proceedings, he became greatly exasperated, and 
immediately renewed the siege with increased vigour. 
Ilis utmost efforts were now, however, quite un- 
availing, and, as the monsoon approached, he feared 
to he ent off from his capital by the inundations of 
the Krishna ; he tlierefore raised tlie siege, planting 
strong garrisons in all the forts which he liad reduced ; 
and, lea\dng a larofo force, as an armv of observation, 
under the command of Mortaza Kalm, he withdrew 
to Hydrahad, 
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Bv these aiTan?cnicnts the district of Goiulbon' 
\vas left altogether \Yitho\it protection, and Venknt* 
putti, taking immediate advantage of tins oversight, 
became, in his turn, the aggressor, lie sent the Kaju 
of UdgheiTidroog to make a diversion upon the rear 
of the enemy's forces, by laying waste the country; 
and Afzul Kahn, the governor of Gondberc, finding 
that he had not a sufficient force to oppose the 
advance of the Hindoos, sent off such cavalry as he 
could muster, to retaliate, by an inroad, upon tlic 
UdgbeiTidroog This manoeuvre had tljo de- 
sired cficct ; the Hindoos withdrew to protect their 
own country, and, coming up with Afzul Kahn, 
they surrounded his little force. At this juncture, 
according to a preconcerted sclicmc, Aga Kahn, 
with a party of five hundred cavalry, came fatcalthily 
upon the rear of the Hindoo army, and making a 
sudden charge, before tlio enemy could discover tlie 
weakness of his numbers, he put them completely 
to the rout ; then Afzul Kahn, joining in iho pur- 
suit, succeeded in capturing the camp equipage, and 
took many prisoners. Upon this memorable occa- 
sion, tho Hindoos actually lost no less tlian three 
thousand men, a number double the entii'e force of 
the Mohummedans. 

The monsoon having set in, Venkutputti found an 
opportunity of augmenting his forces ; so that when 
the floods abated, lie took tlie field witli an army 
amounting to a hundred thousand men. Having 
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heard that ]\Iortaza Kahn had secretly penetrated 
into the western quarter of his dominions, as far as 
the celebrated city of Koorpa, and had sacked its 
sacred temples and destroyed the idols, V enkutputti 
inarched with ten thousand cavalry, and gave him 
battle, but was defeated. Meanw'hile Mohuramed 
Kooli Kootab Shah, having heard of the overwhelm- 
ing force collected by the Hindoo chief, sent off a 
reinforcement to Mortaza Kahn, consisting of five 
thousand cavalry, under the notorious Roostum Kahn, 
who had orders to assume the general command of 
the army. The strength of the Hindoo army was, 
however, so great, that it was found impossible for 
the Mohummedans to give them battle ; and Mor- 
taza Kahn advised that their operations should be 
confined to plundering, and the most irritating 
system of predatory w'arfiirc. The vain Roostum 
affected to despise the council of his junior, and 
ridiculed his caution ; nevertheless, he refrained 
altogether from engaging in any more decided mode 
of attack, and his folly and indecision speedily tenni- 
nated in the total defeat of his army, and his own 
exposure and disgrace. 

At the full moon of Bhadrapada (September), 
which has been appointed a holiday for all oxen 
employed for draught or burden, the Hindoos, in 
these parts, havo a custom of painting and decorating 
with clothes and jewels all the largest aud most lively 
of those animals, and leading them in procession in 
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honour of Kvislina, After certain ceremonies liavc 
been performed, tlic horns of the cattle are gilt, tas- 
sels and bells arc affixed to them, and garlands of 
dowers and gaudy-coloured cloths arc bung about 
them. Each of the farmci’s takes his team to the 
bazaar, and a procession being fonned, the motley 
multitude of bine are led forth from the city gate, 
headed by bands of music, and accompanied by a 
vast concourse of peasantry ; the cattle-owners are 
enveloped in vaiaous ludicrous disguises, singing, 
shouting, aud throwing themselves into all sorts of 
alisurd attitudes and frantic gestures. After pro- 
ceeding to a certain distance, the heasts are set at 
liberty, and permitted to stray where they will. 
Unaccustomed to their freedom, they usually frisk, 
and fling, and gallop about in all directions, with a 
Avildness Avhich gives them the appearance of being 
mad. It happened, that at this particular season, 
Roostum Kahn was on a rcconnoitcring detour, with 
a small party of attendants, at a little distance from 
the army ; and, as it had been provided by bis evil 
destiny, he beheld a pi’ocession of the kind above- 
described, advancing towards him. Being ignorant 
of its meaning, bis fears suggested to him that the 
strange scene was nothing less than an exhibition of 
witchcraft, and forthwith ho galloped off to the rear 
in dismay, and, by his alanned aspect, communi- 
cated a panic to his troops. They began immediately 
to disperse in all directions, and became entangled- 

Q 2 
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in the marshes. The Hindoo soldiery, who were 
upon a height commanding a view of the whole 
scene, observing the confusion in the Mohummedan 
army, soon surrounded them, and made them an 
unresisting prey to their marksmen. The ]\Iohura- 
medan army was thus almost annihilated; and 
Roostum Kahn, who was a notorious boaster, being 
recalled to Hydrahad, was degraded from his rank, 
and sentenced to that most odious and disgraceful 
of punishments, of being attired in the costume of a 
woman, and paraded through the streets of the city, 
mounted backwards upon an ass. He was after- 
wards banished from the kingdom. 

The whole history of Mohummed Kooli Kootab 
Shah is full of interest. He wonderfully increased 
the prosperity and extent of his dominions, and was 
perhaps the most munificent of the Kootab Shahi 
sovereigns. According to the account of Meer Aboo 
Talib, he expended in the erection of public works, 
in Hydrahad alone, ,a sum amounting to £2,800,000 
of English money ; and distributed to the poor, from 
his private purse, an annual sum of £24,000. He 
died in a. n. 1611. 

The streets of Hydrahad are narrow and incon- 
venient, and abominably dirty and noisy. , The 
houses, for the most part, though extremely pic- 
turesque, are but slightly built, and many of them 
arc entirely of wood. The handsome gateway on 
the left side of the Char Minar, as seen in the 



iJvnuARAi) ANn utRfn. 


17.') 


annexed view, fomi*'’ ilie entrance to ihe XJr-nn i> 
palace, ’svliich, with it?nunieron« conrt^^ and garden?, 
occupies a largo extent «f tlii® qnart'-r nf the city. 
The whole plaeo ha“ Iveen lately jnneh iniproved. in 
accordance with tiur Knrnp-an notion>», hy the jm- 
>cnt Kiv-atn, Nn'^nr-nd-Dowla ; hut then; i? stilt 
ahundatU need of ivforination. (•‘^j'f cially in cleanli- 
ness and venlilation, The eonntry around Hydm- 
had has a wild and harren n«pect, ntul is intersected 
hy a range of irregular hills of a remarhnhly nigged 
and jumhled appearance, as though tlu'V had recently 
been east together hy some violent convulsion and 
uplnrning of tho earth. 

Tlic !Xiz.'un*s court, being (hat of the principal 
independent ^lognl sovereign in India, has pn-servod 
more than any other the ancient Mohutnincilan 
fonns and ceremonies ; hut in.any .articles of Knro- 
pc.an inanufaclurc, both of convenience .and luxury, 
arc made use of hy tho nohlca of the court. The 
Niz.ira himself posscsse-s iinmcnso inng.izines, in 
which arc stored up innumcrahlo bales, crates, and 
chests, containing .all the presents which he has, from 
time to time, received from European powers. G.ases 
of costly cloths, glass, china, machinery, clocks, 
w.atches, jewellery, hijoutcric, and curiosities of every 
description, which have been accumulating during 
tho past half century, arc piled up all around the 
■walls, but arc never c-\hihited or permitted to sec 
the liglit. 
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The merchants of Hydrabad are reputed to be 
very -wealthy, and are, for the most part, persons of 
good family, of education, and influence. ' They are 
almost esclusirel}" Mohummedans ; but a traveller 
who visited the city about twenty years since, has 
given, in his sketches of India, an entertaining 
account of an eccentric Englishman who had esta- 
blished himself in the city, and enjoyed a thriving 
business. He writes : — “ I passed one morning, 
and took tiffin with a famous English merchant, who 
holds a singular sort of durlar every morning, at 
which you see shrofts and merchants, officers and 
nobles, coming to beg, borrow, lend, or transact 
business ; all which is done according to the native 
customs. These Mr. P. observes, in everything 
connected with his establishment ; even when alone, 
to the sittintr on the floor to a dinner served in 
their fashion : readinsf the Arabian Hifjhts with his 
Moorish wives ; and {da gustihxis non est dbpnian- 
dtnn,) listening -with pleasure to the musical sounds 
of the native tom-tom. 

“ He is a man of uncommon talent .and great 
information, — very popular among the natives, of 
course, .and -vwtli the British also, for his liberality, 
ready and obliging politeness, and unbounded hospi- 
tality to all ; to the poor also he is very cbarit.ablc. 
The choice of an Eastern mode of life is, with him, 
not altogether unnatural. He was bom of a native 
mother, a female of Delhi, of good descent. He was 
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sent to England as a l»ov for education, returned 
early to this country, and long commanded a large 
Lody of lioi-se in the Dehkan, under native clncf?.” 

This man appears not merely to have assumed the 
Jkloslem costume and manners, hm to have imbibed, 
almost vrithout exception, that r—'na/ns spirit of 
universal friendship, and free and r>r:tns; hospitality, 
which is, in truth, part :c th? ’umneter of the 
wealthy 3Iohnmmcdan tntnhtnnt a-.rming a strong 
contrast with the nigmrl, prrnrttfn- habits of the 
same class of persons atntrr -he rtindoos, Tlie 
trade is chieSy in precrons sfr'--'„ p,artienlar1y 
diamonds; and all the pri.vhrc! 'itci^-rs in tho-se 
costly articles, as well as the V.r.h'c:-, have deposi- 
tories for their treasures whhin the fort of Golkonda, 
for the sahe of seeaxity- Herree, a common error 
has arisen, which has made Gshronda celehrated 
throughout Europe for its oiarnvr.t rrrn'."' : and some 


geographical svorhs even "o 
these mines; rrhile, in w.r-.- 
duces no sort of* f 

brought in a rough state 
plains below the h'snw t - 
vicinity of the river Pevr.n, 
in the greatest ah nr. dt ten r • 
supposed that the-v haw- 
the hills fr/the w— ,, — .. 
the sandstons hreeedi. e' the- 
matrix. 
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This famous fortress is of a date so remote, that 
native antiquaries, when inquired of concerning it, 
content themselves by asserting that it has existed 
from the beginning. Certain it is,* that long before 
the Kootab Shahi dynasty, it was the capital of the 
Bhamani empire, and for hundreds of years prior to 
that period was the seat of government under the 
primeval Hindoo princes. Until the introduction of 
European modes of warfare in India, the fortress had 
been deemed impregnable. It is situate upon an 
isolated roclcy hill, and is defended by a succession' 
of intricate lines of fortification, rising one over the 
other, upon the northern and eastern faces ; the 
other sides are inaccessible to troops. At the base 
of the hill, an enormous advanced work, enclosing a 
space seven miles in circumference, occupies all the 
practicable ground. This work consists of a high 
and stron 2 wall, furnished at the angles with bastions 
and towers, and surrounded by a dry ditch of ample 
dimensions ; it is, however, too extensive to he dc-- 
fended except hy a large army. Its palaces and 
mosques are now fast falling to decay ; hut the 
massive and yet elegant mausoleums of its former 
kings and princes appear likely to transmit tho fame 
of its bygone might to many a future generation. 

There is one small solid structure about half way 
between Hydi’ahad and Golkonda, wliich, about- 
A. n. 1540, was raised to the memory of one I^Iool- 
lana jMoliurained, who immortalised himself hy 
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boldly interposing between the great emperor 

HTJMMAIONE AND HIS MOOLLA, 

or chief-priestj who in the discharge of his duty had 
innocently offended him. The circumstance, as told 
by Abul Fazil, was as follows: — 

When the Mogul army of Hummaione invaded 
the Dekkan, it marched under the personal command 
of that illustrious monarch, and with uninterrupted 
success, until they besieged the fortress of Tcharn- 
panier, where they were checked by the impregnable 
nature of the place. After a very protracted siege, 
they had given up all hopes of a surrender, when king 
Hummaione, heading an escalade party in person, 
stormed and carried the fort during the night. In 
order worthily to celebrate this heroic action, a 
festival was held, and the principal officers of the 
.court and of the army were invited to a sumptuous 
entertainment at the royal tents. It was, however, 
impossible that all, both high and low, should bo 
.accommodated under the imperial canvas ; and there- 
fore, of course, the inferiors were excluded. These 
insignificant persons, being incensed at the supposed 
affront, agreed to meet and enjoy themselves in the- 
Gardens of the Hallool. They did so, and quaffed 
the cup of pleasure, and the bowl of delirium, sea- 
soning them with the bitter condiments of discon- 
tent, and mixing so little of the milk of moderation, 
that amidst their sallies of rude mirth, and . ribald 
wit, they speedily began to load their siiperiors, 
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respecting not even the Sultan himself, with loud 
invectives, and coarse treasonable abuse. Inflated 
with the fumes of wine, and the still more intoxi- 
cating vapours of conceit, the leader of the party 
took occasion to introduce the subject of the Zufiur 
Nameh, the history of Taimour, and proceeded to 
recite that passage in the early stage of the con- 
queror s fortunes, in which he is described as taking 
from each of his warlike followers, — at that particu- 
lar time only forty in number — a brace of arrows, 
and, having bound them all together in a bundle,* to 
have passed them alternately to every individual, 
with a desire that each should use his utmost efibrts 
to break them. When each had accordingly made 
the attempt without success, Taimour took the 
sheaf of arrows asunder, and returned to each person 
his own, which upon trial were, of course, easily 
snapped in two. Whereupon the reno^vned hero 
desired them to remember that as long as they, like 
the bundle of arro-ws, remained united, and firmly 
and faithfully bound to each other, few' as they Avere 
in number, nothing would ever be able to put them 
down, and success and victory would inseparably 
attend them in all their undertakings. And this 
was, indeed, exactly confirmed by the event ; for by 
making this simple and striking lesson the rule of 
their conduct, they finally rendered tlieniselves 
masters of the fairest part oftho habitable globe. 

* Tills is evidently one Vritii iEsop’s fable of Tiio Old Man and 
his Bundle of Sticks. 



Little reflecting that, morally speaking, the 
band of heroes, of ^vhom the example was recited, 
might have been considered, individually, equal to 
an host, acting under the direction of divine Provi- 
dence, towards the attainment of a particular object 
— the punishment of human depravity — these mis- 
guided men, with their senses steeped in wine, did 
not hesitate to place themselves on a footing of 
equality with warriors so renowned; not without 
arroratino; to themselves a decided advantao^e in 
point of numbers, since, upon counting those present, 
they found that they amounted to no less than four 
hundred persons, in the 'pride of health and man- 
hood. That 'very moment they accordingly quitted 
the imperial encampment in a body, for the pur- 
pose, as they conceived, of carr3dng their besotted 
plan of universal conquest into immediate execu- 
tion, without taking into consideration the perils 
to which, at every step, they must inevitably be 
exposed. 

“ The day following, when it was observed that 
none of them were in attendance at their posts, and 
no information could be obtained as to the cause of 
their absence, a suspicion arose that they were not 
employed upon any very loyal or justifiable design. 
A. division of a thousand cavalry was, therefore, 
immediately dispatched to look after them ; and not 
very long afterwards, the whole of these infatuated 
visionaries were brought, bound hand and foot, to 
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the imperial head-quarters. When it "was announced 
to Hummaione that these pitiful truants were at his 
mercy, it happened to be Saturday, when, according 
to custom, being robed in ireful-crimson, and seated 
upon the terrible guddi of judgment, he ,was occu- 
pied in passing sentence upon those who had been 
conTicted of offence against the law. The natiure of 
their crime haying been declared, all tliese miserable 
men were immediately condemned to suffer punish- 
ment ; the judge exercising in their sentences a cruelty 
of which there are few instances in the history of his 
government. Some were ordered to be trampled to 
death by elephants, some to lose their heads, otliers 
their feet or hands, others their eyes - and tongues, 
while some, more fortunate, were permitted to escape 
with the loss of a few less important members, such 
as half-a-dozen toes or fingers, or perchance a nose 
and ears. But while the monarch was thus engaged 
in directing his vengeance against those who had 
dared to disregard his authority, the liour of evening 
prayer arrived ; and the officiating Moolla, who was 
not particularly distinguished for his powers of 
discrimination, in the course of the first riildcJidt, 
(general genuflexion,) unfortunately selected for the 
service that portion of the Khoran, entitled the 
Chapter of Elephants ; relating to that circumstance 
in the history of Arabia, in which the t}Tant Abraha, 
from Yemen, having despatched an army, accom- 
panied by an extraordinary elephant, for the purpose 
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of destroying the temple of Jlcldca, Alla is described 
as having employed a flight of gigantic cranes to 
stone his army to death. When, therefore, the 
course of the devotions had been concluded, Ilnm- 
maione, conceiving that the jlloolla had insolently 
selected this chapter Avith the design of charging him, 
by implication, Avitb injustice aud cruelty, directly 
gave orders that the unhappy man should be thrown 
at the feet of his infuriate elephants. Certain it is, 
that the executioners, being no respecters of persons, 
would promptly have carried the harsh mandate into 
eftect, had it not been for the intercession of Mool- 
lana !Mohummed, who, by bravely and generously 
casting himself between the despot’s Avrath and the 
innocent oftender, ultimately succeeded in convincing 
the emperor of the simple character and uninten- 
tional- error of the poor Moolla. Having thus 
removed the cause of his resentment, he Avent still 
further, and read him a severe lecture upon the 
unpardonable injustice and iniquity of lightly or 
angrily passing judgment, CA'enupon the most culpa- 
ble oftenders ; and Avith so great effect did this honest 
man urge his censure, his arguments, and advice, 
that the repentant monarch is rej)resented as haA'ing 
passed the Avhole of the subsequent night iu the most 
poignant regret and mortification of spirit.” No one 
surely Avill consider that the bold and conscientious 
Moollana jMohummed had too much honour paid to 
his memory, at a time Avhen the fame of a skilful 
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barber, or of a successful coob, Tras often held aloft; 
for the admiration of future generations, by th« 
erection of an elegant mausoleum. 


Pursuing the road Tvhich runs under the "walls of 
Golhonda from Hrdrabad, the traveller, advancing 
in a north-vresterlv direction, is beotuiled bv some 

• - O • 

of the finest sceneiy of the Dekkan, until, ha-ring 
traversed about seventv miles, each statje increasinor 
iu picturesque beautr, be finds himself upon the 
summit of a bold tableJand^ overlooking' tlie magni- 
ficent and renowned city otBidun vrbich lies spread 
out before him, distant about a kos. Tlie scene is 
tnilr grand. The citv itself, with its countless skv- 
piercing minarets and solemn domes, enclosed "within 
a girt of dark emhattled -walls, covers a slight 
eminence in the centre of the picture. On the right, 
shrouded by a thick grove of -wide-branching mango 
trees, is a cluster of princely-looking tombs, those 
of the ancestors of the present Nizam of Hydrabad : 
and on the left is the venerable min of the ^ladressa 
or College. Beyond the city, upon the plain, about 
a mile distant from the western gate, are to be seen 
the lofty cupolas which crov,-n the splendid m-inso- 
leums of the Bereed dynasties of the ancient kings of 
Bldur. And, to close the picture, a fine well-culti- 
vated champaign country, adorned with gigantic 
forest-trees, in endless vanety, and watered by a 
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thousaud meandering streams, extending on all sides 
into the extreme distance, and only intercepted in 
rear of the toAvn by the towering ruins of the ancient 
palaces, bounds the horizon. 

The spot whence this scene first bursts upon the 
view of the traveller, is memorable as that whereon, 
four hundred years ago, was perpetrated a deed of 
sacrilegious violence, to which, according to pious 
notions of 

THE SANCTITY OF A MOSLEM PRIEST, 

a truly devout follower of the Prophet cannot allude, 
without an awe-inspired thrill ; albeit the Prophet is 
represented as having executed an ample vengeance 
upon the malefactor- The facts, as gathered from 
Perishta, are these : — 

During the battle of Tumbola, wherein the army 
of 'Ahmud Shah Wulli Bahmuni, king of Bidur, 
had been engaged from the dawn of day until night- 
fall, in uninterrupted, conflict with the doubly- 
numerous forces of A,hmud Shah Guzeratti, king of 
Gazerat, the day was repeatedly saved to the king 
of Bidur by the favour of one Saiud Nazur-ud-Deen 
Kurbali, a most holy man ; who, having the spirit 
of prophecy, continually foretold, the designs . and 
manoeuvres of Ahmud Shah Guzeratti, and thus 
enabled his prince to counteract them. After the 
close of night, both parties retreated towards their 
R 2 
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capitals, and Alrarad Sbab TTnlii Bahmuni snitablr 
revrarded Kaznr-nd-Deen, bv confcrricg upon bim 
five tbonsand tunJ:as of silver for bis oivn benefit, 
and tbirtT tbonsand to be distnbnted in alms aroonty 
tbe poor, and among tbe boly men, at Knrbala 
Having obtained his dismissal from the court, Xazur- 
nd-Deen vras upon his road homevrard. on horse- 
bach, and arrived about noon-day at the spot in 
question. 

It happened that here one Shere 3fooliak, an 
cficer of hmh rant in the armv of Ahmnd Shah 
"^uUi Bahnmni^ and several of his comrades^ vrexe 
seated under the shade of the grove, enjoying each 
others ribald vrit, in concert vrith the bubbling 
of their hooJchas. These reprobates, being vrell 
acquainted yrith the saintlv character of the traveller 
vrho yvas passing them, continued nevertheless their 
noisv revels, and ]Jsazur*nd*Deen* distrusted at the 
loose style of their conversation, spat upon the 
ground as he rode by them. Shere 3IooIInk, ofiendcd 
at this insult, called alond to the traveller to dismonnt 
immediately, and yrith loyviy reverence atone for his 
insolence. JCow, as the Saiud took no heed, hut 
continued to ride leisurely forward, tbe iraie soldier 
commanded his men to drag him to the ground. 


Tlis VX5 the birtht^l^ce of Kuils]:. ss 


denoted hj the s&tere to hzs rizne. 
sattctilr In Aaxrc:n.c 

sp- 2 ft trhcrcon Uc-ciTeis, the grarjfces 


, tnd h s cf ven* pett 
to Colctel Bnrp? •* *5 
cf the Pfcjhei 


killed, 22d *?vhere he ilts iiilcned. 
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Tii ihU ontr.v^.', ^M\n\ Xar.ur-ntl-!)iH'n 
Kut)):ili b.ick »linvlly thr rnjut.il, niul loui- 
plnine<l tuthc* kinj^ \v{i(» j^niSrutl l\\v nu^jumt. 

hy pr(>au‘*5ti^»‘ that llh‘ la vt r h*' for- 

inUtrn, n'miroHuc: ^^ilh n lailtl tchuho for hi^ 

%V 4 iU of jiVop' r confoii that Alhi :uol (ho Prophrt 
\ViiuM an* noi^hvt, on a fit orv\'oioj], to nvMjr.’t- hi^* 
^o\w tuno nf;< rv»‘ar*Xt upon ilio hn alAii;: 
uji of the uT\m\ whni H \\a« cn^tomnry t<» <li"trihntr 
honomry tohi> to <1 ofih'rr.*^ jnvvitni^-ly 

to tlunr n titn^ hoin*% tho ov? foil \tj)on Shrro 

Moollnl:, nnd lu* r* rolh otJ*?!, 5n nii in^’taiu, the 
infainoii^i loMilt whirh lhat }uT^^li hiu] fornoTly 
oluiv^i to hi- f.raninto Salnrh llo inuiH’<liat< ly 
yave or<h r- that a ciTtain inftinat<" oUphant, nanin! 
Kn^^ah (lilt' nutclior)* ^lu)uhl \n* hronolit^ ain!^ 
rciniinlin!;' Slioto Mt^ollul: of hi*' inipiou*' nnnluci lu 
Xa 7 .ur-iul-l)ocn, onhrul that ho ,'-lwnj](l ho crot 
inultT tlie fiS^'l of that Ivmhlt* tunniah ^vhlcl^ in one 
iniimte, orn^-lR’fl him n< a ]ng wonhl crush an c|!tr ; 
niul he lay njinn the jrnmml, as Hfrlt.*-s as if hin 
hones had been converlal into dnoger-hilts, ami liis 
hkin into scahbanls- 


I'he ^laclressa was huilt hy the renowned chief 
Jdahinood Clawan, of whose unlinudy fate mention 
is made in a former page, tinder the descrij^lion of 
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Penlvonda. The fom\claUoT\ \Yas laid about a.b. 14( 
and the building was designed to form part of 
magnificent square, which, upon the opposite sii 
coritaincd also the great mosque, and many otl 
public buildings j the whole ba\dng been erected ' 
the same chief, and called aftci’ him the Gawan4 
Ohouk, but afterwards named by Aurung/.cbo t 
Turlvt-Slahal, In the time of Ferishta, who w 
born A.D. 1570, this splendid range of buildin 
remained as perfect as if it had only just been con 
pleted ; and, wonderful to relate, all the edifices wc 
then still applied to the purposes for which tin 
were desigued by tbeir founder. This lively bi; 
torian, in eiihu'giug upon the munificcircc of Mahraoo 
Gasvau, affirms that that hero was not only possessc 
of very extensive general knowledge, but that, unas 
sisted, by dint of great perseverance, he had mad 
himself master of many abstruso branches of learn 
ing and science. In mathematics and engineering h 
is said to h.avc had no equal in his day ; and ho als 
evinced groat taste in his literary compositions^ : 
few of which arc still existing. The most perfect i 
the Kozuh-ul-Iusha ; but other poems, and fragment' 
of descriptive composition, arc preserved in the worki 
of Jloolana J.imi Abdool Raiman, and of Moolln 
Abdool Ivnrrcim Silmdi. 

The uicct)” and gi'cat strength with which those 
elegant buildings were constructed, would doubtless 
have enabled them to have romnined complete until 
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the present day, had it not been for the ravages of 
the despoiler, and the chance of war ; for, after the 
capture of the city by the emperor Aurungzebe, at 
the close of the seventccntli century, the whole of 
this superb quadi’anglc was appropriated to the pur- 
poses of the invader s troops ; the imperial halls were 
converted into barracks, and the Itfadrcssa itself was 
used as a powder-magazine, Alas ! that it should 
have been so ! As an evil destiny would have it, some 
powder was ignited, by an exasperated soldier, who, 
for the purpose of avenging himself upon a comrade 
with ^vllom he was quarrelling, cast the burning 
yeofe'”' from his chillaum into a powder-cell. In a 
moment the whole magazine exploded, destroying 
the greater part of the beautiful building, and spread- 
ing destruction on all sides. Other accounts state 
the manner of the occurrence very differently. The 
traveller Thevenot, for instance, relates a talc which 
makes the explosion take place before the city had 
sun’endered to Aurungzebe. He tells us that, when 
invested by that invader, it was governed by a 
veteran officer, a noble of tried fidelity and great 
courage, who indignantly rejected all the efforts of 
the Delhi emperor to corrupt him, and successfully 
kept him at bay for many days. A practicable 
breach was, however, at length made in the wall, 
and the signal was already given for the assault, 
when suddenly — as some affirm, by the fall of a 

* Fii e-balls used in the Jiookka to keep the tobacco burning. 
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rocket, or, as others insist, by the orders of the 
commandant, who preferred death to subjection — the 
magazine ■within the Madressa blew up, at a moment 
when the roof was co'vered with the garrison, who 
had assembled upon it for the purpose of selling 
their lives as dearly as possible. It is almost needless 
to add that all persons thereon perished : among them 
were the governor and his three sons. 

It is certainly extraordinary that 'any uncertainty 
should exist concerning so signal an event, and one 
which occurred at no very remote period ; at a time, 
indeed, concerning which historians have, for the 
most part, been tediously explicit. Of the fact, how- 
ever, there is no question ; indeed, evident traces of 
the shock are to be observed even to this day, .and 
all relations aoree in mentioning that so fearful was 
the explosion, that the massive vaulted roof was 
cari'ied high in the air, and fell in a shower of stones 
upon the city; moreover, the minaret, near which 
was stowed the great bulk of tlie powder, was seen 
to reel to and fro, till, losing its equilibrium, it fell 
against the ruined base of a neighbouring wall, .and 
the beautiful shaft was shivered in twain about forty 
feet from its foundation. The lower part still stands 
in Jin inclined position, as seen in the accompanying 
plate. The other minaret rcm.ains entire, and pre- 
sents a goodly specimen of what these niagniiiccnt 
erections once were. It is upwards of a linndrcd and 
thirty feet in height, and elaborately decorated vith 
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tablets, inlaid so as to form various elegant figures, 
in ^vllicb sentences of the Khoran aro inscribed in 
large ^Yllitc clinractcrs, tlircc feet in hciglit, upon an 
enamelled ground of green and gold. 

The noble founder of this magnificent college had 
collected, during his adventurous and successful life, 
one of the most extensive libraries mentioned in the 
history of Ilindostan, lie bequeathed it to the 
Madressa for the use of the students, together with 
a great number of his own manuscripts and draw- 
ings ; but it docs not appear that there is any rem- 
nant of them left. "Whether they were carried off 
and dispersed before Aurungzebe's time, or destroyed 
in “ Aurung/ebe's explosion,'" remains for the inves- 
tigation of such as may be anxious to ascertain. 
Mahmood Gawan appears to have delighted more in 
the possession of his books, his elephants, and horses, 
than in all the vast magnificence and wealth 'svhich 
his royal master had so pmfuscly lavished upon him. 
The following anecdote, related by Ferishta, confirms 
this assumption, and beautifully exemplifies his 
simplicity of character, and the genuine greatness of 
his mind. 

Having been three years absent from the capital, 
in command of an arduous and almost hopeless 
expedition against Goa, and other possessions of the 
Rai of Bijanuggur, Mahmood Gawan returned to 
Bidur, covered with glory and renown, having 
achieved the most wonderful victories, and having 
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carried unvaried success through all his most perilous 
undertakings. Iminediatel7 arrival, Mo- 

hummed Shah hastened to receive him ■with all 
possible distinction, and actually condescended to 
honour him ^Yith the royal presence in the palace for 
a 'whole week, conferring upon him the very highest 
titles of a subject, "with a suit of his o'wn robes'*'. 
The queen-mother also did her utmost to magnify 
him in the sight of all men, by assigning to him 
the IneflFably illustrious appellation of Brother. His 
favourites were made the favourites at court, and his 
chief servants were raised to be the chief servants of 
the state. Khoosh Kuddum, the commander of his 
elephants, for instance, who had behaved with dis- 
tinguished gallantry in all his various campaigns, 
was promoted to high rank, with the title of Kishwa 
Kahn ; and the forts of Goa, Poonda, Kundwal, and 
Kolapoor, with tracts of the sun'ounding country, 
were granted to him in addition to his other estates. 
"When Mahmood Shah took his royal leave of the 
general, who had now become prime -minister also, 
that chief retired to his own apartment, and divest- 
ing himself of the imperial robes, threw himself 
upon the ground, and wept plentcously. He then 
dressed himself in the humble liabit of a dervish, 
and calling to his presence all those "within the city 
who were most distinguished for their learning and 
piety, he distributed among them the greater part of 
* See p. ao. 
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Ins money, jewels, and other available property, 
reserving to himself only his elephants, his horses, 
and his library ; saying, — Praise be to the merciful 
Alla, who has this day rescued me from the most 
imminent danger, who has preserved me from the 
destroying power of temptation, One Moolla 
Shnmsh-nd-Dccn, a very wise and holy Saiud, 
inquired of him the meaning of his extraordinary 
language, and the motive wliich had induced him to 
throw away his great wealth. The magnanimous 
chief thus replied : — When the king condescended 
to become the guest of one so utterly unworthy as 
myself.; when the queen-mother humbled herself by 
raising me to the exalted dignity of Brother in the 
royal household, my evil passions began to prevail 
against the influence of reason ; the struggle between 
inclination and judgment, between vice and virtue, 
was so great in my mind, that my countenance 
became disturbed even in the presence of his imperial 
majesty, who thereupon tenderly inquired the cause 
of my emotion. I was compelled to feign illness as 
an excuse for my behaviour ; and the king, advising 
me to take some repose, immediately returned to 
the royal palace. Having determined to release 
myself from the thraldom of the black pride which 
had entered my heart, I forthwith cast away my 
wealth as a principal temptation to evil,” The 
great man moreover added, that he looked upon all 
of which he was possessed as, in truth, the king’s, 
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lent to him for a season only ; and he therefore dis- 
posed of them in such a manner as might best 
advantage the state. The horses, and elephants, and 
books, he retained for further serrice. 

From this day forth, Mahmood Gawan always 
Avorethe plainest apparel ; and, Avhen at leisure from 
the affairs of the state, invariably retired to his 
mosque and madressa, and spent his time in acquiring 
and imparting knowledge, selecting for his com- 
panions persons eminent for their piety and virtue. 
Every Friday evening he perambulated in disguise 
through the various wards of the city, and distri- 
buted alms to the poor, sajdng, as he bestowed his 
own bounty : — “ The king gives you this." These 
acts are not regarded as eccentric by good Mohum- 
medans, but as fonning the noblest example for 
every virtuously disposed person. 

The walls of Bidur are about seven miles in cir- 
cumference ; an extent of boundary which appears to 
have been, for some reason, probably superstitious, 
the favourite circuit of Jlohummedan fortified cities 
all over India. These walls arc built of dark red 
granite, are handsomely embattled, and have solid 
round towers and bastions at every angle. Tiic 
gates, too, appear to have been originally protected 
by out-works ; and the ditch which surrounds iho 
whole has been hewn out of the solid rock. Upon 
the eastern side, the walls I’un in widulations follow- 
ing the inequalities of the gi'oundj and here the 
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citadel, raised upon a high inoniit, has a fine com- 
mand over the ^Yhole ^Yo^ks. On all sides the city 
is filled 'Nvith noble remains of antlqiiit5% which 
cannot fail to interest the visitor, especially him who 
is conversant with the history of the Bahinani and 
Bci’ced kings. 

There is little commerce canded on in Bidur, and 
the principal article of manufacture is the beautiful 
metallic pottery known in India as the Bidiud, or 
vulgarly the Yidri, ware, wliich is in great demand 
for the bottoms and mouth-pieces^ of liookkas, for 
vases, beetel-dishes, and other elegant household 
utensils. The ware defies all imitation, although 
'the manufacturers make no secret of their art ; the 
great nicety required in the preparation of the 
' material, and skill in the modits operand^ being 
apparently unattainable, except to those who have 
been bred to it. The process is most ingenious, and 
appears to be practised only by Hindoos. The com- 
position is of a fine dark-brown colour, almost black, 
but quite metallic in appearance, and if tarnished it 
is easily restored. It was until lately supposed to 
be formed from a metallic stone or lithomarga, 
strongly resembling the Biduri ware in colour and 
texture, which is to be found on the table-land of 
Bidur, But Dr. Heyne, the naturalist, assures us 
that this notion is erroneous, — he having visited the 
place with a sanguine expectation of discovering a 
new mineral; and having been disappointed by 
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resolving tlie material into a certain earth, fused 
■with t-wenty-fonr parts of tin and one of copper. 
.This scientific traveller has given a minute descrip- 
tion of the process of moulding and casting the 
vessels ; and he then explains the colour to be given 
by a remarkably ingenious and somewhat mystic 
operation. He says : — “ It consists in taking equal 
parts of muriat of ammonia and saltpetre earth, 
suck as is found at the bottom of old mud malls in 
old and populous villages in India, mixing tliein 
together with water, and rubbing the paste which is 
thus produced upon the vessel, which has been 
previously scraped with a knife.” He adds, — “ The 
change of colour is almost instantaneous, and, what 
is surprising to me, lasting.” 

The method of inlaying the patterns of scrolls and 
flowers with which these articles are always orna- 
mented, is also described by Dr. Heync, and aftbrds 
a good specimen of native patience and dexterity in 
such matters. “ As nothing looks handsome in the 
eyes of an Indian, but what is glittering with gold 
and silver, it may be imagined that tlieir kooJeka and 
beetel-dishes, which are chiefly used on festive* occa- 
sions, are not left destitute of these ornaments ; they 
are chiefly decorated "U'ith silver in the forms of 
festoons, fanciful flowers, and leaves. Sometimes I 

■ The Doctor of course alludes to daily and lioiirly feslivitio? ; for 
a native docs not 'uillingly pass an hour uitliout Itis Itoohh'o and 
heetel-dan. 
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have seen a little gold interspersed. The 'way of 
inlaying them is very simple ; but of course is ns 
tedious as can ^Yell be imagined, and could be only 
practised ^vhere time is of little value. The parts of 
the projected figure arc first cut out in silver leaf, 
and arc placed in a piece of broken earthenware 
before the artist, who cuts with a pointed instrument 
the same figure on the vessel, applies the silver leaf, 
piece after piece, and gently hammers it into its place. 
The greatest skill is rcquii'cd in tracing the figures 
on the vessel exactly to coiTCspond with tliose of the 
silver-leaf, and in this I have never seen them 
mistaken. They do their work very expeditiously, 
and wnll make any figure upon copper with the 
greatest nicety, according to the patteim which is laid 
before them.” The practitioners of this art afiirm 
that their knowledge of the manufacture was known 
to their forefathers, upon the same spot, upwards of 
two thousand years since, where primitive Hindooism 
had continued undisturbed from the time of the 
world’s creation. 

The road leading through the western gate of the 
city, traverses a fine plain, bounded by broad belts 
and patches of noble old mango trees, interspersed 
with Moslem buildings of infinitely varied forms. 
At the distance of about half a mile from the walls 
is the burial-place of the Bereed dynasty of the kings 
of Bidur. There are three principal tombs and a 
great many smaller ones ; but unfortunately, as 

s2 
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me of them bear any inscription, except passages 
om the Klioran in the Arabic character, it is 
)w impossible to decide ■with any certainty "wlioso 
mains are laid beneath any one of them in par- 
5ular. The largest, ho'wever, is generally reputed 
be that of Ameer Bereed, ■who reigned for a 
riod of forty-five years, and was the most powerful 
the dynasty. 

The origin of these kings is thus related b)’’ 
;rishta “ Kasim Bereed Toork was brought by 
lahab-ud-Deen to Bidur, and sold as a Georgian 
.ve to Sultan Mahmoud Shah Lushkurri Bahmani, 
whom he was admitted among the Geoi’gian 
iendants of that monarch. In his reign, he dis- 
guished himself by his bravery against the Jlaha- 
ittas residins between Peitan and Chakun, whom 
■was deputed to reduce. One action, in particular, 
»k place, in which Kasim Bereed was victorious, 
i having slain Sabaji i\Iaharhatta, the king g.avc 
it deceased chief’s daughter in marriage to Kasim 
reed’s son, Ameer Bereed, as a rewai’d for the 
•o's services. Sabaji's territory was also conferred 
jn him ; and upwards of four hundred Jlaharhattas, 

.0 were connected with the late chief, cntcrctl hiS 
vice; many of whom he persuaded to embrace the 
fcli. ' To this attached body of Jlaharhattas Kasim 
reed always evinced the utmost kindness ; and the 
tnexion formed by his son’s marriage gave him a 

* Briggs's touslation. 
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paTanionnt influonco tipon liis osfntc ; so ilmt, in the 
reign of Molminined Shah Ihihniani, he, lihe many 
others of tlio noble?, aspired to regal jniwcr. lly 
the connivance of Adil Shah, Niz-am Shall, ami 
Iinad Shah, he nsnrped the government of the forts 
of Ousa, Kandahar and Oodghir ; and leaving to his 
king the town and fort of Jlidur only, he assumed 
indejicndence, and read prayer and coined money in 
his own name, about the year a. n, 1491-2.” 

Ujion the death of Kasim llcreed, which occurred 
in A. 1). I.o04, Ameer Bereed ascended the throne. 
During his rule Mahmood Sliah llahmani died, and 
the Bahmani crown descended to Oolla Shah, who 
was driven from his capital by Ameer Bereed. Thus 
was the, Bereed Shalii dynast}' established in Bidur. 
Tlic royal dignity did not, however, long remain in 
the family ; the government being wrested from 
Ameer Bcrecd’s grandson, by a conspiracy of all tho 
other princes of the Dekkan. It cannot but excite 
our surprise, then, that so short-lived a kingdom, and 
one of comparatively small importance, should liavc 
left so many magnificent monuments of its kings 
and ministers ; for, in truth, these tombs excel in 
grandeur and costliness all others in tho Dekkan. 

In the annexed plate, the large mausoleum upon 
the right hand is that ascribed to Ameer Bereed; 
who is said to have designed it himself, and, accord- 
ing to a common custom among Mohmnmcdans, to 
have had it built during his life-time. It is most 
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elaborately cawed witliin and without, tlio patterns 
containing nnnicrons insci'iptions of verses fi-oin the 
Tvlioran ; and these in the intcrioi’are of bine enamel. 
I’his noble tomb was originally surrounded by a wall 
having three inaguilicent gateways, one of which 
remains pci-fect, and is seen in the centre of the 
picture. The others arc still standing ; but are not 
in so excellent a state of pi-cscrvation. 


Mnn builds with tlie hand of time, 
God with the huger of eternity. 



NETLGIIERKIES. 


Tnn Noilglicm inmintains arc witliin llie province 
of Koiinbatoor, in .Southern liulin, a little below the 
country of Mnisorc. They cxtciul east and west, 
and form a connecting link helween the Eastern and 
"Western Ghat«. Geogra]>])ers would rank them in 
the second class of 7noindain'**, the ahitiide of their 
Inghest peak being something Ics*^ than nine thou- 
saud feet. 

Here, amid the raging licats of the tropics, scarcely 
twelve degrees north of the equator, 

The breezy Sjiring 

Stands loosely floating on tbc mountain top, 

And deals Iier sweets around. 

Hither, from the scorched and panting soil of the 
plains, from the smiting breath of ])cstilcnt jungnls, 
the traveller may be transported, almost as sjicedily 
as tlio reader, to regions of perpetual vciaial freshness 
and health. And here the wandering Etiropcan 
meets a thousand fairy friends in the langsyno " 
flowers which crowd upon his path. The violet, 
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the primrose, the buttercup, nnd wild anemone, 
with countless varieties of the orcliis tribe, throng 
every bank ; the wild thyme, and the tall feathering 
fern, clothe the steep mountain side; while hero the 
dog-rose, there the flowering woodbine,, come peering 
tiirough the clustered shrubs, to seek the genial 
sunshine. The woods are carpeted with familiar 
mosses and lichens, in endless variety of tints, down 
to the very edge of the prattling streamlet, which, 
hashing through the downAvard glen, gathers a 
thousand springs in its devious chase, until it 
plunges, a gusliing torrent of foam, over some liang- 
ing precipice. Now, intercepted in its giddy flight 
by a projecting rock, the broad volume is scattered 
into many broken channels, and creeps away through 
the sheltering underwoods ; now, in numberless 
cataracts, it once more leaps a jutting clifi', and 
mingles all its Avaters in a foaming pool. IIoav 
unlike India ! In all of these, in every light, in 
every shadoAV, a host of airy tongues Avliispor the 
names of places and of people AA-Jiicli all dissoh-e 
into that one AA’ord, Uomo. Yet soon the vision 
fades, as the eye folloAvs the course of the SAA'elling 
stream. AAvay it glides in a soft munnuring current, 
more broad, more smootli, more sIoaa-, tiirough 
darkening shores, tlu-ongh sultry forests, and the 
desert Avild, doAvn to the basking plains, Hut .a 
hast)’- glance, a liasty tbonglit, of perils past and 
miseries escaped, refills the ujcasurc of delight, and 
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the imagination ^veaves once more the hap];)ier pic- 
ture of sweet home/' from the large aggregate 
of little things" which crowd upon the memory, and 
speak of bygone times. 

Whence came these pleasant scenes ? is the natural 
question of the admiring traveller; and if a well- 
informed Koimbatoori be within earshot, he will be 
answered — From the moon." Yes, verily, from the 
moon! says the legend current among the Hindoos of 
Koimbatoor ; for the god Ram, being in pursuit of 
his enemy Ravana, who, it is well kno^vn, had 
forcibly carried off the divine goddess Sita, sped 
through the vaulted heavens, having his sword 
drawn, ready to deal the death-blow of revenge. 
In the forgetfulness of his direful wrath, lo ! by an 
incautious wave of his mighty weapon, he struck 
the moon with the point thereof, and severed from 
the face of that beauteous globe a chain of verdant 
mountains, which immediately fell to the earth, in 
the province of Koimbatoor, and united the Eastern 
and Western Ghats. Hence came the Chandaghirri 
[^Mountains of the Moon], a name which was sub- 
sequently changed by the auspicious Ram to Neil- 
gherri [|Blue Mountains], because he could not 
endure to be reminded of his awkward mischance. 
If the hearer be incredulous, the ingenious Koim- 
batoori will speedily apply an argument for the 
subversion of his scepticism, whicli he believes to be 
incontrovertible: — ^Let him look upon the moon 
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,rl)cn three or four days old, and he ivill see, nj^on 
unequal disk, the very spot from which the Ncil- 
ffherries were cut off. The horns are seen to project 
Icroud the unillumined portion of the sphere, exhibit- 
Ijj 'tr what the English peasant calls “ the old moon in 
the new moon’s arms,” and this imperfect part of tlie 
circumference is that %vhence came the Is^eilgherries. 
If the philosopher endeavour to explain the optical 
illusion, the Koimhatoori listens politelj’ to the end of 
his exposition, and then tells hun that his argument 
must go for nothing, since he himself nimt have 
been convinced, even though unconverted, hy the 
more simple and comprehensible tale of Earn and 
Eavana. 

The Neilgherries are inhabited by three distinct 
races, who call tliemselves aborigines ; the Kotas, 
the Burgas, and the Thodas. These several ti’ibes 
hold themselves entirely apart, the one, from tlic 
other, except as the Burgas are tenants of the 
Thodas, in whom is the right of soil. They appear 
to emulate dissimilitude in aU things, although 
apparently free from jealousy or aversion. Their 
abodes, then’ laws, their language, their religion (if 
a faint notion of a supreme Power may be so called), 
their habits and pursuits, their costume, their very 
persons, are almost as dissijuilar as it would be 
possible to make them. The Kotas, forming abotit 
a tenth part of the whole population, arc a wretched, 
insignificant, degraded race ; unsightly in person, 
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whose intellect can scarcely be said to amount to 
anything more than instinct, and who ai'e governed 
by few laws except those of the brute creation. 

The Burgas are the most numerous class, are 
somewhat more personable, and apparently more 
cleanly, though it is questionable if they be much 
more civilised than the Biotas. They are the culti- 
vators of the soil, and are a very industrious race, 
notwithstanding they are said to have sprung ori- 
ginally from the inert Hindoos. In person they are 
diminutive, but active ; the countenance is far from 
intelligent, though mild, and the complexion is fair. 
Both sexes would be vastly more engaging if they 
could be taught the luxury of cleanliness ; but, alas ! 
like the paJiarris of the Himalas, they are said to 
wash but once in seven years. The costume of the 
women, though very original, also appears susceptible 
of improvement, inasmuch as discomfort and unsight- 
liness would seem to have been the desiderata of 
the invention. It consists of a peculiar style of 
petticoat — to call it rude, to call it uncouth, bar- 
barous, would give no adequate notion of its incon- 
gruous discomfort and unsightliness — made of the 
very crudest description of coarse hempen-cloth, in 
the fashion of an elongated sack, but open at bottom. 
Being tied by a running string immediately under 
the arms, it descends to the ancles, leaving the neck, 
shoulders, and arms, bare ; and again it is confined 
at the knees, in the same manner, by a second string; 

T 
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SO that it is impossible for the ^Tearcr to take an 
extended step, the extreme inconvenience of which, 
in a mountainous country, may be readily conceived. 

The villages of the Burgas are as singular, and 
apparently as comfortable, as the apparel of the 
females. They are built upon the hill-side, so as to 
form three faces of a square, with the open side 
towards the valley ; the whole range being divided 
into cots, the dimensions whereof must certainly 
require that the inmates, considering their usual 
numbers, should be stowed away in layers reaching to 
the roof. What the arrangement may really be I 
am unable to declare, but certain it is, that in the 
evening when all have returned home, however full 
the huts may seem to be of chattering men, the 
common square is filled with scolding women and 
naked screaming children. Yet at night all have 
retired within their narrow domiciles, and nothing 
would indicate the presence of so great a multitude, 
save a loud yet stifled noise, which might be taken 
for the hard breathing of the gigantic Ram, sufibring 
under the oppi'ession of an elephantine night-mare. 

The TJiodas are in every respect superior to their 
fellow-mountaineers, the Kotas and Burgas, par- 
taking more of the character of highlanders, being 
equal in stature to Europeans, nearly as muscular, 
enjoying hardy constitutions, excellent intelligence, 
and having withal regular, handsome, 2tojn.au 
features, with fine clear bx'owu complc.vioiis, and full 
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beards. Their deportment is remarkably frank and 
easy, their dispositions generous, and their manners 
altogether peculiarly agreeable to Europeans, be- 
cause free from the fulsome sycophancy of the 
Hindoos. Their costume somewhat resembles the 
Roman toga, and consists of one piece of cotton 
cloth wound round the body, leaving the right arm 
at liberty, and thrown over the left shoulder. In- 
deed, altogether there is a striking resemblance to 
the ancient Romans about these singular people ; 
quite sufldcient, certainly, to encourage the research of 
the curious. True it is that they believe themselves 
to be aboriginal inhabitants of these mountains : 
but they have no history of their forefathers, no sort 
of records, no remnants even of tradition, and scarcely 
any religion, except a few vague notions which have 
evidently been borrowed from the Hindoos. They 
possess no knowledge of writing, and their language 
is said to have no affinity, either in root or inflec- 
tion, to any other Oriental tongue. Wlien, to all 
these circumstances, we add that, in several parts of 
Southern India, Roman and Byzantine coins, and 
other relics, have been discovered, I cannot but think 
that their Roman origin may be fairly suspected; 
at all events, the speculation must be well worthy 
of scientific investigation. 

• In A. D. 1800, a Homan urn was discovered l>elow tbe foun- 
dation of an ancient building at Palasi, in Konabimor, contmuinG" 
a great many coins of Augustus and Tifc^eiirSj which are, I believe, 
now in the possession of the East India Ceiarcny. This is one 
instance only among many such discoveries. 
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These Thodas ai'e a pastoral people, sabsisting" 
entirely upon the produce of their hufipaloes, which 
they keep in immense herds, migrating from place 
to place for the sake of pasture. Their villages arc 
usually built in an open glade, sheltered above on 
two sides by a hanging wood, and the spots appear 
always to be selected with an eye to the beauties of 
the scenery. The huts are curious, — being built of 
small boughs of trees, interlaced in a form like the 
■ tilt of an English waggon, and then thatched ; the 
walls . being woven with twigs, and plastered with 
mud. For the sake of warmth, the doors to these 
cabins are made so small, that it is difBcult to 
imagine bow the sturdy highlanders, even on their 
hands and knees, can creep into them. One large 
hut of this kind in the centre of the village serves 
the double purpose of a general dairy and a temple 
of worship. The Thoda women are comely in coun- 
tenance, and of a graceful ligure. During the season 
of emigration, they "vdsit Ootakamnnd and other 
European settlements, and perambulate the place 
with mountain fruits for sale. They arc most 
amusingly inquisitive, and require little encourage- 
ment for the gratification of their curiosity. Among 
them, as indeed is the case in all the mountainous 
countries of India, polygamy prevails, without any 
appearance of jealousy or disunion. ^Vhethor this 
singular fact be referable to any disparity in the 
numbers of the respective sexes among the moun- 
taineers of India I am unable to say ; but surely it 



NEILGHEnRIES. 


f209 


cannot be attributable, as other travellers have sna- 
gestcd, to peculiarity of climate or physical consti*- 
tution ? This, too, I leave for the decision of the 
more learned. 

The spot from •whicl) the annexed view has been 
, taken is in the Koonoor pass, near the second mile- 
stone, having Hulli-knl-Droog upon the right, and, 
in the distance, the plains of Koimbatoor, tlmough 
which the diminishing stream of the second Bhowani 
wnds like a silver thread. The rugged steeps of 
Hulli-knl-Droog, — here assuming every diversity of 
fantastic configuration of which wood and rock are 
susceptible, there spreading soft undulating pastures 
to the sunshine, — sweep do^vn to the boiling torrent 
and thundering cataracts of Koonoor. Upon its 
lofty summit is a little fort, enjoying a gi'and com- 
mand over all the surrounding country. This was 
built by Hyder Ali, and was used by him, and sub- 
sequently by his son Tippoo, as a place of confine- 
ment for state-prisoners. As a military work it is 
unimportant ; for, though almost inaccessible to 
troops, it defends nothing, nor could a garrison 
stationed therein be available for any service, except 
the defence of the fort itself. It has long since been 
abandoned to the birds and beasts of the forest, and 
it could hardly be better appropriated. 

,The soil of the Neilgherries is naturally productive, 
and is susceptible of the highest cultivation ; especially 
in the lowlands, where the Burgas raise luxuriant 
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crops, "without more labour than is necossaryjust to 
scratch up the surface, so as to cover the seed; 
neither tilling nor dressing is bestowed upon the 
land, yet the harvest is plentiful ; and neither frost, 
nor snow, nor deluge, nor drought, are Imo'wu to 
•come unseasonably, to interfere with the regular 
operations of the husbandman. Wheat' barley, oats, 
small pulse, and potatoes, have been grown with 
abundant success in the neighbourhood of Ootaka- 
inund, "an invalid depot, which was established a few 
years since by the British government ; and despite 
the earnest assurances of the Burgas, that the sacred 
mountains would return no produce to any but the 
devout worshippers of the divine Ram, it has been 
discovered that the presiding genius is, in truth, 
unusually bountiful in repaying the toil of European 
cultivators. 



ME RAT. 


AVc tlic gloLc on compnss soon, 

Swifter than the wandciing moon. 

MIDSUMMKR NIGIIT^S DRKAM. 

TnK little city of i\rcr.'it "was, in days long past, 
prior to the Jlolunnmedan invasion, gi-catly renowned 
for the bravery and warlike disposition of its inhabit- 
ants. In A. D. 1019, it offered an licroic though 
ineffectual resistance to the invader JIahmood of 
Ghizni, who was then upon his march against 
Kuniioge ; and it would appear that the gallant 
little garrison bad something worth defending ; for, 
beside an immense treasure in gold, silver, and 
jewels, they arc said to have possessed, in their 
zenanas, a host of the most lovely women of Georgia 
and Circassia. According to the history of the 
times, it is only wonderful that the place could show 
any sort of opposition to ]\Iahmood ; for be is repre- 
sented as commanding an army as countless as the 
atoms of air, whose movements were swift as light- 
ning, and before whom the most magnanimous troops 
were dispersed like the frailest- winged insects before 
a hurricane. This conqueror was undoubtedly 
endowed with many of the most splendid and exalted 
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q^ualities ^Yhich can adoi’n and dignify the character 
of man ; for his courage, his clemency, his religious 
ardour, (if, without profanity, Moslem bigotry may 
be so quoted,) and his 'charity, are extolled as with- 
out precedent. Eastern historians also reckon, among 
his glorious attributes, his insatiable desire of con- 
quest and love of power, as it gave him, say they, 
extended means of improving the condition of the 
human race. Certain it is, that he was the warmest 
patron and lover of the arts, Akbur, perhaps, excepted, 
who ever attained to any great sway in Hindostan. 
Though economical in all other things, his bounty 
appears to have been bestowed without measure for 
the encouragement of civilization and refinement. 
The inscription which was placed over the remains 
of this monarch contained an ingenious play upon the 
letters recording the date of his death, similar in 
construction to that of Mohummed Shah Bhaniani, 
before mentioned. The lines ran thus 
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bearing a literal translation thus : — When the illns- 
trious Sidian dfahmood, according to the will of God^ 
went on his long journeg, I inquired of a Courtier the 
date of his decease, and a coke ansxccred — “ His place 



it hi /jr,;r r'H.” Thi' fimnin" tho two wnrds, 
t “ JL-^. jf n-ntl imnunil^, will give tlio 
diito of hi- (li'.itli — K IP, A.H. B'Jl. 

In tlio onrly port of tlto lliirt<.v}itli ocntiiry, Moral 
was iiivcstctl l>y tlio army of Tnnua Kurrn in Kalni. 
a iV'^a'ndnnt <if. and tho “i vcntof'idlt jwincc in siic- 
cx'--don to. the ilhojtriotis nt nclii^- Knlin ; Imt tin' 
good fortune' and rourayo of tho garri'-on, tlii'! tiuu', 
prevailed, and tlio lK.'>ioyi'i-fl wt'ri* driv(*n otf, nftor 
puflorlng itnnnn^o let'-i"-'. Tlo'ir wondorfeil mjccops 
on ihU ocenston, howcvcT^ n 5 )p<^nr^ to Imvo tnuglit 
llicni an nrru^ance of cojuliirt, which was the uUl- 

■t' 

mate cause of their rtiiiu ami of the total tlc^lnirilon 
of their ancient stronirlioM ; for, I'n tho year 1309^ 
when tliat ruthlcfs coiujiuTor, Taiinonr, hn<l ren- 
duro<l his name tcrrihle thnmghont Imlin, hy carry- 
ing tho w'or^t horror.^ of jnllage ami hloodshctl into 
the proud city of Delhi, the voiy heart nud life- 
spring of IUndo^'tau, the yiei^ple of Jleral laughed 
to scorn that warrior's amhri'isadors, and returned 
them with a nies'^agc to the eflecl that they who 
had rejnilFcd the attacks of so great a jicrson ns 
Tnrma Kuri'cein Kalin, would not condescend to 
notice the ])rcscncc of so ol^scure a pretender ns 
Taiinour, 

Tainiour immediately despatched several of his 
most powerful Onirn<5, among whom was tho cele- 
brated Rooslum Toghai Buorga, ^Yith a large force, 
to invest the city ; hut these chiefs, on their arrival 
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before the place, found that the garrison had px’cpared 
for a determined resistance, and had acquired the 
co-operation of three very formidable neighbouring 
powers. "With these was a gauhur or infidel Eajh- 
poot, named Zuffi, whose numerous followers, ren- 
dered invulnerable by a process of sorcery, and 
slcilful beyond example as marksmen, now lined the 
walls. Information to this effect was immediately 
carried to Taimour, who, enraged by their previous 
insolence, and this unexpected increase of strength, 
immediately placed himself at the head of ten thou- 
sand chosen horse, and, marcliing during the whole 
of the night, appeared before the gates of the city at 
noon on the following day. On the very moment of 
his amval, the indefatigable Taimour gave orders 
that every commander, from his particular position, 
should immediately open a trench of approach 
towards the opposite point of the enemy’s walls; 
and by these means, ere nightfall, a lodgment had 
been effected parallel to, or at the foot of, every 
tower or salient angle of the city. Terrified at the 
alarming celerity with which, in defiance of their 
most strenuous efforts, the besiegers succeeded in 
carrying on their approaches, the garrison appeared 
suddenly to lose all power of resistance; and of 
this their assailants did not fail to take iimnediate 
advantage. One of the chiefs, Alla-ud-Dad, fol- 
lowed by his brave band, advanced beneath the 
principal gate ; and an intrepid follow, named Serai, 
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having tied liis kummiirhimd or waist-band, in a 
noose, by a skilful cast affixed it to one of the bat- 
tlements of tbe parapet, and immediately ascended to 
the top of the wall. Here he encountered Elaias, the 
Afghan, who beinsj a famous swordsman, had like to 
have slain him ; but he was quickly supported by his 
comrades who followed ; and, as the numbers in- 
creased on botli sides, a desperate struggle ensued, in 
which tbe chief was slain. A panic imme- 

diately spread through his hitherto dauntless fol- 
lowers, which being communicated to the rest of the 
garrison, the gates were thrown open to the besiegers, 
almost without opposition, and every man Avas 
speedily put to the sword. Thus, in a few short 
hours, a fortress which had defied the puissance of 
Turma Kun’eem Kahn, fell before the spirit of 
Taimour and his veteran legions. 

As a mark of his vengeance, Taimour gave tbe 
city up to the plunder of his troops, and then, Avith 
his own hand, planted a torch in the mosrt combus- 
tible place, on the windAvard side. The conflagration 
spread even to the last house, consuming all but the 
citadel and fortifications. These were partially OA'ei’- 
thrown by the soldiers, at the command of their 
chief ; but some Avere found so solid as to defy tlieir 
utmost efforts, and are standing at this moment. 
Beyond these shapeless remains, patched and ro- 

* Usually composed of about twenty yards of muslin, wliieli can 
be rolled up like a rope. 
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fitted when the town was snhsequen% rebuilt, there 
is nothing Avithin the Avails to interest the traveller; 
but in the neighbourhood, there are several i\Iohum- 
medan tombs and ruined mosques, AA-luch attract 
notice. One of these, the most AA'orth}*, is here 
exhibited to the reader. It is called by the people . 
of the place, Ahoo’s Moohkburra, or the resting-place 
(the common name for a tomb) of Ahoo. But avIio 
this 2 ?articular Aboo really was, all the various depo- 
nents whom I examined, could not say. During my 
eager inquiries upon this subject, no less than forty- 
five or forty-six illustrious A boos Avcro enumerated ; 
concerning each of Avhom some piece of histoiy, some 
tale, or romance, is recorded. Yet, strange to say, 
it did not appear probable to me, that any one of 
all the numerous Aboosso mentioned, should haA'c 
been buried at Herat, when this mausoleum Avas 
erected. 

If the date were not so very far back, the strongest 
suspicion would naturally attach to one Aboo Buk- 
kur, entitled by some historians the key-stone of the 
poAA’cr of A1 Razi, aa’Iio liA'od in A. n. 9138 ; for of 
him it is Avritten, that he Avas thrice buried. Indeed 
he appears to have lived a sort of triune existence, 
which should have entitled him to three such tombs. 

He was three times vizier, under three diflerent 
khalifs ; he performed three pilgrimages to Hekk.v ; 
thrice fairly copied the sacred text of the JChoron ; 
and, as before mentioned, was three times interred. 
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A ‘iill AIjoo %vn^ Alson Obnitin, 

iw of tbnu> ttuinrnt turn (jf tbo N.inr nnnn% nf 
th*' oloriou^ rnnl ruln^r of tIoMiovrr-Ui-bc- 

,^fo!iktniu% h\ \A\ ihU o^tmonli- 

narv Ab'^o i ntru^trtl with tin* rnniuintol f>f an 
<‘Kpr«htion t«» in%ailr INni.u ;uul liiiinrlf ono 

of (hp hniM '^t, ihotJi^h not ihr uu»4 of all 

the Ahoo^ that fjav<> rvrr livta}. Affrr ili^tinatn’^h- 
itiix hiui-'^lf hy ^otnr of ilic tno^^t ohiricni^^ <if 

nnn^ v.'htcli iin]»laron thr pn^t^of MoArtn lu^tory, 
Ahof, Ohaitia sucr<i*4r‘l in r^lnlili^hin" hiniMf on 
tin* hank*^ of iln^ F.nphrat* *5^ ami hU ramp 

iinmruiatrly o]j]>ov,ito to that of tin* iVi^ian nrnn% 
leavint^only t]n}hn\uUh of thr rivrr ht twron tho two 
onnt innhitmh'^. Niav tln^ IVi^inu forces 

nniounl^tk nortjnlinjx to the nio^t crrdiMe atithoritic?, 
to o'mhty thon^aniL while tho^c of Ahon were Imt 
ihiie thou^atnl ; Imt notwltliFtamUno thi*^, to otluTH, 
api^allino nnnierical ili^^parity, Alxio forced the ])n5;- 
Fntre of the river, and pave battle to his enemy. Kach 
hero who compo?rd :u\ ixmi in tlie iTicoin])ai*ablc 
iroo]>s of Ahoo was nt nil tiutes prepared and caper 
to engage ten hostiJe ineti ; hut they all conhssed 
themHclvcs quite nnacenstomed to encounter hostilo 
elephants ; and when the advance of the Persian lino 
was seen covered hy an iiminnerahlc array of tliosc 
warlike animals, something like confusion and dismay 
was to he detected in the conduct of Ahoo's followers. 
Ever fearless, Imwcver, that godlike cliicf smiled upon 

V 
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the coming foe ; and, ■with a word of allusion to the 
undying deeds of past days, he rallied the wavering 
valour of liis men. 

- jNTear the centre of the Persian line, upon a mon- 
strous white elephant, conspicuous among the multi- 
tude, no less from its size than from its colour, sat 
the commander of the forces, the illustrious Shchc- 
riau, in a splendid Jiaoda; him did Ahoo select as 
his antagonist, and, closely followed by his troops, 
advanced to the engagement. Having escaped un- 
touched from a thick discharge of javelins aimed 
at his eminent person, Ahoo made his assault; 
and, receiving the weapon of his opponent upon his 
shield, by a dexterous blow of his battle-axe, he cut 
asunder the ropes which bound the Utaoda upon the 
elephant’s back, and brought Sheheriau to the ground. 
By a second blow, dealt with the velocity of light- 
ning, "with the accuracy of fate, and with the force 
of an earthquake, Ahoo clove the commander of the 
Persians asunder, from the crown of his head to his 
hips. . The infuriate elephant, seeing his lord thus 
slaughtered before his face, directed all his terrible 
powers against the daring assailant ; but Ahoo, by a 
nice sweep of his axe, struck off the brute's proijoscis. 
Yet, alas ! in that act, his foot slipped in tlic gore of 
the prostrate Sheheriau, and he fell to the gromid. 
Before he could recover himself, the gigantic animal, 
mortally wounded, was also falling ; no^v casting his 
huge body forward, in a wilful spirit of vengeance, 
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lie crushed tlie immortal Aboo Obaida, ns a fly is 
crushed under a barrel of honey. 

There 'svas likewso the incomprehensible Aboo 
Nudjedar, of a.b. 657 ; whose daring exploits are 
too miraculous to bo calmly perused by the sensible 
reader* There were three equally distinguished 
Aboo Saiuds, and seven no less astonishing Aboo 
Alis, besides Aboo Jafiers, Aboo Mirzas, Aboo Ab-^ 
dallas, Aboo Slmjas, and other Aboos in duplicate 
and triplicate, all of extraordinary merit. But, after 
all, perchance, the best method of giving the reader 
a faint impression (no more can bo hoped) of the 
glory of the Aboos, will be to relate the circumstance 
wliich attaches an interest even to the lowliest and 
least meritorious of all the Aboos ; and then to leave 
the identity of the particular Aboo of i\Ierat, looming 
the more important in the dim perspective of 
mysterious uncertainty. 

Aboo Aldvur was a slave in the royal household of 
the ever-memorable Ameer Ishmacl, and his name 
has been preserved through tlie following incident* 
Ishmael having defeated the army of Omar Lais,*^ 
captured that chief owing to the fiery spirit of his 
charger, which bore him headlong into the enemy's 
ranks ; but the conqueror was still unable to 
possess himself of the great treasure which he knew 
was somewhere concealed in the capital; and he- 
therefore inquired personally of Omar where it might 

Brother of the celebrated Yakooh Lais. See page 142. 
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be found. Tlie captive replied, that before the cngaffe- 
nient be bad sent all tbe tvealth of himself and bis 
followers to Herat, lest it should fall into the hands 
of his enemies. Ishmael considered that the property 
had become bis ‘by right of conquest; and immediately 
marched to Herat, and demanded that it should be 
delivered up ; but receiving no satisfactory reply, he 
laid siege to the city, and tbe inhabitants surrendered 
on express conditions of immunity. Still the treasure 
was not to be found, and his followers, being in 
arrears, became clamorous for pay; so that their 
commander was again compelled to put them off with 
promises. At last, the necessities both of the odicers 
and men becoming exceedingly urgent, it was inti- 
mated to their chief, that the population being very 
large, he might raise an ample sum by levying a 
trifling tax upon each man. The virtuous Ishmael, 
with a rectitude which reflects unfading lustre upon 
his memory, rejected with scorn the dishonourable 
proposal, observing that, having pledged himself to 
protect the people, nothing should induce him to 
exact from them the smallest article of their pro})crty. 
Then, lest his followers should infringe, without his 
licence, the terms of treaty which he had made with 
the Hcratis, he withdrew his camp to a distance fr(>n\ 
the place. Here his gcnci-als again assailed lihnwith 
importunities on the same subject; when lie addn5««ed 
them in these memorable words: — “That gnat 
Being, who, with the lash of destiny, impelled the 
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lior^c of Ojnnr to plnco his rider at iny disposal^ 
is also able to supjdv (ho ^vants and repair the 
decayed cqtnpniont*^ of my soldiers, without the guilt 
on my pari of a breach of faith with his creatures.*’ 
This ricjlit confidence and honourable forbearances 
soon obtained its reward. 

One of the ladies of IslunncVs family bad taken 
olT ber necklace of rubies, and laid it \i))on the 
ground, while her attention was engaged by ber 
infant, A kite, which happened to be liovering 
near, pounced upon and carried ofl' tlio necklace, 
probably believing it to bo a piece of moat. Aboo 
Akknr, wlm fortunately observed the robbery, 
immediately took horse, and watched the motions 
of the plunderer. After a long night, the kite, find- 
ing himself disappointed in tljo value of his pri/x*, 
let it drop from his talons, and it fell, as the finger 
of Providence directed, into a neighbouring well, in 
winch there was at that time no water. Aboo 
Akkur forthwith dismounted, and caused himself 
to be lowered into the well, by means of the leathcni 
bucket and windlass which was attached to it, and 
lie soon discovered the necklace ; but not the neck- 
lace alone, for, at the bottom of the well, he found a 
vast cavern, in wliicli were deposited a great number 
of chests and bales of goods, piled togetlier. On 
examining these, he found them to bo filled with 
gold, and silver, and costly jewels, to an incalculable 
amount. So, remounting bis horse, he returned to 

n2 
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tlie camp of bis master, and informed him of liis 
•wonderful discorerj. Tlie treasures were proved to 
be those of Omar Lais, which his kinsman of Herat 
liad conveyed thither, as to a place of security ; and 
thus Ishmael was enabled to satisfy the necessities of 
his followers, while he inculcated, with better effect 
than before, his moral lesson. Aboo Akkur was 
made, from that day, a wealthy man, and was no 
less remarkable for his open-handed charity than 
for his good-fortune. 

Merat was, for a length of time, the residence of 
two Brahminical impostors, who, not long since, 
became notable throughout Hindostan for the inge- 
nuity and audacity "with which the}' carried on their 
ini<juitous system of plunder. The names of these 
inllaging priests, 

SHRt GOOUOO .VND GOPA SHAHtR, 

2>as3ed into a by'-word, which remains to this day, 
denoting any fraudulent combination. One of the 
most daring and successful of their impositions was 
plotted against a -v^'calthy Baja, celebrated, far and 
w-ide in India, for his religious enthusiasm, and the 
nnhounded liberality ivith which he entertained 
all those Brahminical devotees and pilgrims who 
claimed* his charity. In relating the story, it will 

* They never beseech, hut Ucmami, alms iti the name <■! 
Bnvliiua, 
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1)0 nccoH'tnry to ])rcn)i?o, tlmt tlio roinnnco of lUmloo 
chronolcmv dividon tlic lii^torv of tlio world into 

• V 

fo\ir fras. Tho lu>l tlie f^atia Voitfu or age of 
purify and trutlu during >v1iic1j tlio life of man %Yas 
oxtonded to a ])onod of a hundred tliou^and years* 
Tho second is called the 7 V/^/ that iSj tho age 

^vherein one-third part only of mankind had hecomo 
reprohatc, and tho term of man's life 'vvas tlion ten 
thousand years. The third is the Dirapnr in 

^vhiel^ one-half of the human race hccamo depraved, 
and tlie length of life one thousand years* And the 
fourth is the present age, the Kali Yovp (literally 
evil age), in which mankind have hecomo altogether 
vicious and impure, as well as short-lived. The 
fraud was thus cficctcd : — Prior to the commence- 
ment of active operations, during a period of two or 
three years, Shri Gooroo and Gopa Shahir suficred 
tlicir hair, and beards, and their finger-nails, to gi'ow 
to a prodigious length, in order that they might the 
better represent the cxtraorcHnarj^ characters they 
were about to assume. Shri Gooroo undertook to 
act tlic part of an ancient ascetic of the Triia Youg^ 
and upon Gopa Shahir devolved the character of tho 
disciple of this wonderful relic of remote ages. 

They excavated a small tumulus in a remote and 
unfrequented quarter of the Raja s dominions, wherein 
Shri Gooroo was to sufier a living burial ; and hav- 
ing planted wild shrubs and jungul underwood 
around the entrance of the cave thus formed, they 
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left their work for a season, until the plantation had 
acquired the appearance of an untrodden wilderness. 
All preliminary matters being arranged, Gopa Sliahir 
bedaubed himself with oil and ashes, and went to the 
palace of the Eaja, demanding an audience. Being 
admitted to the presence, he commenced a mournful 
complaint, crying out, — “ 0 Raja, my heart is 
breaking with bitter affliction. The vcnerablo pre- 
ceptor and guide of my childhood is, I fear, for ever 
lost to me; — give me immediately a host of your 
followers to seek for him.” 

“ Reverend father," replied the Raja, “ who art 
thou ? Who is thy preceptor ? How was lie lost to 
you ? How can he be recovered ? Speak, and depend 
upon my assistance.” 

“ 0 Raja, in the Trita Youff I and my revered 
instructor lived together in a subtenunean cell ; and, 
liearing of the great god Ram's jirojccted voyage to 
Lanka (Ceylon) in search of his goddess Sita, we 
commenced the performance of very fearful austeri- 
ties in aid of his adventure. Unwilling to afflict my 
beloved guide by my presence during the infliction 
of these severities, I retired to a neighbouring cavern, 
and in the anguisli of what followed I fiintcd ; nor 
did I recover from the deadly swoon tmtil a year or 
two since, when, alas ! I found mj'sclf in the cour>c 
of the Kail Youff. Shortly after iny resuscitation, 
the god Ram appeared to mo in a vision, and in- 
formed me that the vcnerablo sage, ■svhom I rever- 
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cnced almost as a divinity, was also in the land of 
the living, — having survived, like myself, in a trahco 
caused by the severity of his religious exercises, and 
the profundity of his meditations ; but that he had 
not yet been recalled to the presence of life. What 
I demand of you, 0 Raja, is a large j^arty of your 
subjects to search for his retreat, which I am aware 
is within the limit of your dominions. I am dying 
with anxiety once more to embrace him, and to give 
to this darkened age a light of intelligence and sanc- 
tity, which will obscure the sun at noon-day, and 
shed divine peace and happiness into the hearts of 
all degenerate mortals of the present race."" 

The righteous Raja was greatly agitated with the 
excess of his religious zeal, on hearing this extraordi- 
nary relation ; and, turning to his assembled chiefs, 
he said, — Truly I am greatly astounded at this 
wonderful disclosure ; but how fortunate, or rather 
how miraculously favoured, am I, that so holy a 
being should have rested in my temtories ; and that 
I or my subjects should endeavour to render him a 
service ! Let us forthwith commence our search."" 

Hereupon the Raja set out with a large body of 
labourers ; and, attended by all his retinue of state, 
determined to continue the pursuit until the holy 
devotee was brought back to life ; doubtless antici- 
pating no end of spiritual promotion and advantage, 
in return for the good ofl&ce he hoped to fulfil, as the 
deliverer of one so wonderfully influential with the 
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divine Ram as tins fahhir. Having collected bis 
followers, he commenced in the noighbonrhood of 
his capital, upturning every mound and hillock to 
be met with, and eageidy following in person the 
opei'ations of the woi'kmen; lest, by absence, he 
should be irrevocably deprived of the first glance of 
the recluse, — a glance which might be- supposed 
to extend backward, into thousands of years ante- 
cedent. 

Gopa Shahir, who directed the operations of the 
men, kept them three months employed at a distance 
from Shri Gooroo's retreat, encouraging the hopes of 
the credulous Raja, from time to time, by the rela- 
tion of pretended visions and revelations ; until, as 
he gradually approached the true position of his 
accomplice, he wound the whole multitude up to an 
extraordinary frenzy of superstitious expectation. At 
last, after cutting through several feet of solid earth, 
they opened a small cavern, fi’oin which caTtie a rusli 
of fresh air ; and wherein, after an aperture had 
been made sufficient to admit the daylight, they 
discovered the ancient ascetic, cross-legged, immove- 
able, and with bis eyes fixed as if in a profound 
trance. Gopa Sbaliir was the first to enter the cave, 
and by apjdying a small vial of consecrated extracts 
to the nose and eyes of his spiritual guardian, lie 
1‘cstored him to consciousness. Gopa Shaliir now 
e.vliibited every imaginable demonstration of ecstatic 
but reverential delight. 
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0 most holy servant of the great Ram/' said lie, 
behold the Raja of these dominions has approached 
to pay liis reverence. Be pleased to extend to him 
some token of your favour, in return for the devotion 
vsdth Mdiich he has sought your presence.” 

Has the divine Ram recovered the Goddess 
Sita?” inquired the holy man, without deigning to 
notice the speech of his pupil- 

Yes,” replied Gopa Shahir, “ he recovered the 
goddess, after a desperate struggle ivith Ravana. 
But these things, most holy father, arc of ancient 
date ; for, you have yet to learn that during the 
period of your meditations, the Trita Yoiig and the 
Dica 2 mr Yoitg have both passed away ; and, alas I I 
have to disclose to you that it will now be our 
misfortune to terminate our pilgrimage in the fallen 
age of Kali!* 

Oh ! horrible, horrible ! ” cried Shri Gooroo, 
covering his face with his hands, and exhibiting 
every indication of intense dismay, Impossible ! 
I shall never be able to exist in this degenerate age — 
the Kali Yoxtg ! was it not a by-word of infamy ! 
who can survive this fearful misfortune ? Alas ! alas! 
I can only renounce all contact with the world, and 
retire to Kasi,* where the influence of depravity can 
never be felt.” 

On hearing these words, the devout Raja became 
exceedingly distressed, and entreated that the holy 
, * The ancient name of Benares. 
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man would condescend to consecrate his dominions, 
at least, by a temporary residence in his capital ; but 
Shri Gooroo remained inexorable, and declared tliat 
nothing would tempt him to exist in such a world 
of sin and misery. He then inquired, with great 
anxiety, if the Goddess Gunga (the Ganges) still 
dwelt upon earth ; and, being assured that she did, 
he demanded to be shown some of the water of tlie 
sacred stream. Wlien it was brought to him, he 
beheld it with the most ineffable contempt, and cried, 
“ 0 thou false and deceitful Raja ! callest thou this 
winter from holj’’ Gunga ? Yet, wh\'' should it not 
be, after all; for undoubtedly all things arc now 
deteriorated. Behold, said he, wliat the goddess 
was, in the days of the Trita Yonff.” Ilcrcnpon, he 
showed them some of the milk which remained in 
his bond. 

The veneration of the Raja was greatly inci-cascd, 
on hearing the wonderful words of the fal'hlr ; and, 
falling at his feet, ho cried, “ 0 most illustrions of 
mortals, how miserable am I, that I should bo thus 
deprived of the holy counsels and sociot^yof so sacred 
a being, the contemporary of the divine Ram, and 
of the blessed sages, at the very moment when I Ji.ad 
thought my good foj’timc to be iu the ascendant! If 
however, you must, indeed, depai't, condescend io 
receive from me some token of my devotion ; of this 
small merit you must not deprive me. Gopa Slialiir 
here joined in the intreaties of the Raja; rcmimling 
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Then, on his knees, receiving a benediction, he 
returned to his palace j and the two impostors 
decamped with their booty. 

I think it will be scarcely too much to assert, that 
the Hindoos are more adicted to the marvellous than 
any other known nation upon earth. Their love of 
the miraculous, combined with their superstitious 
credulity, lays them open to every species of imposi- 
tion, both in action and in relation ; no fable is too 
absurd, no farce too monstrous for their belief. Tins 
perchance may be, in a degree, as some have asserted, 
their natural disposition ; but, truly, if there were 
no predisposition to the marvellous, it would be no- 
thing surprising to see a priest-ridden and idolatrous 
people reduced to any extremity of mental blindness. 
Their early historians and poets, knowing the dif- 
ficulty of moving the attention of a people whose 
taste had become thus vitiated, vied with each other 
in the concoction of extravagant improbabilities, and 
it would really appear that each monstrous absur- 
dity has given birth to a race of absurdities more 
monstrous than itself; for succeeding ^^T^tcra have 
outdone their predecessors, by continually adding 
invention to fable; and the wildest conceptions 
invariably make the deepest impressions. 'fhe 
whole language of the Ilindoos lias become n heap 
of allegories; and hcncc, trnth and fiction are so 
continually blended, that it is impossible, on any 
occasion, to say where the one ends and tlio other 
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commences. Hence, they become an easy and unsus- 
picious prej' to the craft of innumerable adventurers, 
who make a trade in the marvellous, and ramble 
over the whole country, enriching themselves by the 
practice alike of the simplest or the grossest imposi- 
tions. That great and excellent monarch, Krishna- 
raia, whoso whole heart was bent upon the happiness 
of his people, laboured with great diligence to discover 
the well of truth ; and althougli a vast accumulation 
of prejudice, ignorance, and bigotry, covered tin 
entrance, he succeeded, by the aid of his huJihski. 
the wise and illustrious Apa-ji, in removing much o‘ 
the obstruction ; and ultimately drew many copious 
draughts from that pure spring. 

Upon one occasion, Krishnaraia, having no matter 
of greater importance before him, put a problem to 
Apa-ji for solution, in presence of the court i pro- 
pounding it thus : — , . 

“ 0 ! Apa-ji ! Tho words of the -wise have declared 
that the deep waters of the pool of reason are, in 
most persons, stagnant •, even though the surface may 
be rippled by a passing breeze, or slightly agitated 
by the fall of a shower — ^that men in their customs, 
whether civil or religious, are too apt to follow on 
in one beaten track, without inquiring the condition 
of the land to which they are travelling ; thus the 
form of religious usages, or of any conventional 
customs, being once established, will continue to be 
heedlessly imitated by the undisceming multitude, 
however ridiculous or fatal it may be. I desire that 
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you will prove to me the truth or fallacy of this 
opinion, and discover to me the justice or absurdity 
of that trite adage •• Ja7ia Manila, jatra Martih,’ 
'which I understand as implying a question of dif- 
ficulty, as to whether it is the people or their customs, 
that are ridiculous V Apa-ji, with his usual diffi- 
dence, hegged of his majesty time for the solution of 
so nice a proposition, promising to return a faithftil 
answer in a few days. 

This promise he duly performed j and his answer 
was a practical answer, comprised in the following 
history of 

THE RAJA, HIS BUHESni, AND THE GOATHERD. 

After Krishnaraia had imposed the foregoing 
command upon Apa-ji, he dismissed his durlar, 
and the sage immediately retired to the solitudes 
of a neighbouring forest, intently occupied in the 
casting of some project which should aftbrd a signal 
demonstration of the question referred to him. 
While thus engaged, by chance lie cast his eyes 
upon a venerable-looking old man, who proved to 
be his own goatherd, one of low degree and of 
weak intellect, but of a rough and hardy nature, 
such as arc most of his calling. In a moment, a 
liappy design was suggested to the ready mind of 
the hthlcsM ; and, calling the goatherd to liis 
presence, he thus addressed him : — “ Listen to my 
words, O Buki'i- Walla ! for I have need of yonr 
faithful service; and, if fnlly yielded, it shall not go 
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-witliout aa ample reward: such, indeed, as shall 
raise you and all your house to comfort and pros- 
perity : but, if you fail me, rest assured that it would 
have been far better for you never to have seen the 
light of day.” 

« 0 illustrious Apa-ji ! protector of the friendless, 
friend of the poor, staff of the universe, most potent 
buhksM,” replied the goatherd, “ I am an insignifi- 
cant creature, unworthy of your notice, hut your 
devoted slave. Be pleased to do with me whatsoever 
you will ; my life is in your hands, my heart at your 
service. Though my years ho many, though my 
hairs he grey, yet am I capable of much labour ; if 
my body bo spare, my limbs are powerful, and my 
courage undiminished. Be pleased to command your 
slave.” 

“Hear me, then, 0 Bukri-Walla! You must 
immediately cast aside this goatherd’s costume, and 
assume the disguise of a Jogi, or penitent devotee ; 
which character I have cause that you should sustain 
for a time. Your person is in every way suited for 
the part. Cast off those rags, bedaub your body 
over with oil and ashes, rub your lips and jaw’s with 
saffron, and colour your hair with turmeric, and 
upon yoiir forehead paint the sacred symbol Nama, 
In your right hand take a bamboo rod of seven 
knots, in your left a pitcher of water ; and carry 
with you the skin of an antelope, whereon to sit. 
So, in every respect, shall you be mistaken for a Jogi. 
Go then to the great cavern in 'the side of yonder 
x2 
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you ■will pro've to me the truth or fallacy of this 
opinion, and discover to me the justice or absurdity 
of that trite adage ^ Jana Manila, jaira Slarida,’ 
which I understand as implying a question of dif- 
ficulty, as to whether it is the people or their customs, 
that are ridiculous V’ Apa-ji, with his usual diffi- 
dence, begged of his majesty time for tlie solution of 
so nice a proposition, promising to return a faithful 
^answer in a few days. 

This promise he duly performed; and his answer 
was a practical answer, comprised in the folIo-vN-ing 
history of 

THE RAJA, ms BOHKSnr, AND THE GOATHERD. 

After Krishnaraia had imposed the foregoing 
command upon Apa-ji, he dismissed his diirlar, 
and the sage immediately retired to the solitudes 
of a neighbouring forest, intently occupied in the 
casting of some project which should afford a signal 
demonstration of the question referred to him. 
While tlius engaged, by chance ho cast his eyes 
upon a venerable-looking old man, wlio proved to 
be his own goatherd, one of low degree and of 
weak intellect, but of a rough and hardy nature, 
such as are most of his calling. In .a moment, .a 
liappy design was suggested to the ready mind of 
the luIiMi; and, calling the goatherd to his 
presence, he thus addressed him : — “ Listen to my 
words, 0 Bukri-Walla! for I have need of your 
faithftil service ; and, if fully yielded, it shall not go 



MCTAT. 


233 


witliout an ample reward: such, indeed, as shall 
raise yon and all your house to comfort and pros- 
perity : hut, if you fail me, rest assured that it would 
have been far better for you never to have seen the 
light of day.” 

“ 0 illustrious Apa-ji ! protector of the friendless, 
friend of the poor, staff of the universe, most potent 
buJikshi’’ replied the goatherd, “ I am an insignifi- 
cant creature, unwortliy of your notice, but your 
devoted slave. Be pleased to do with me whatsoever 
you will ; my life is in your hands, my heart at your 
service. Though my years bo many, though my 
hairs be grey, yet am I capable of much labour ; if 
my body be spare, my limbs are powerful, and my 
courage undiminished. Be pleased to command your 
slave.” 

“ Hear me, then, 0 Bukri- Walla ! You must 
immediately cast aside this goatherd’s costume, and 
assume the disguise of a Jogi, or penitent devotee ; 
which character I have cause that you should sustain 
for a time. Your person is in every way suited for 
the part. Cast off those rags, bedaub your body 
over with oil and ashes, rub your lips and jaws with 
saffron, and colour your hair witli turmeric, and 
upon your forehead paint the sacred symbol Nama. 
In your right hand take a bamboo rod of seven 
knots, in your left a pitcher of water ] and carry 
with you the skin of an antelope, whereon to sit. 
So, in every respect, shall you be mistaken for a Jogi. 
Go then to the great cavern in the side of yonder 
x2 
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hill, and seat yourself upon the skin, in the manner 
of a penitent, Tehose soul is absorbed in contempla- 
tion. Your eyes must he fixed upon the ground, 
your whole person immoveable, having one liand 
resting upon the crown of your head, wliilo the other 
keeps your nostrils closed. Under the penalty of 
death stir not, whatever may hefal you. It may he 
that tlie Raja himself, vnth all his retinue of state 
and a vast concourse of people, null come to visit 
you. Should the Raja speak to you, or entreat of 
you, hold your peace. Should he touch or strike 
you, remain immoveable ; and think of a bag of ten 
thousand rupees, which I now pledge myself to 
bestow on you, if your j^art he well performed.” 

“ Beloved of the stars! most incomprchonsiblo 
Apa-ji, though the king should pluck cver}’^ hair 
from my body, yet shall not even my skin he moved ; 
my contemplation shall be at the bottom of the hag 
of ten thousand rupees ; my insensibility shall he like 
that of death — hearing nothing, feeling nothing, 
seeing nothing, saying nothing. I am clay, you arc 
the potter.” 

Doubtless, the poor goatherd, having spent his 
whole life in tending his goats, had no ambition to 
change his occupation for that of a Jogi ; he Imd 
been more willing to have slain a wolf, or to have 
encountered a tiger, but the IteMv/as will w-as an 
absolute law, and the bag of ten thousand nipces a 
fine sthnuius. Forthwith lie betook himself to the 
e.vccution of his task. Apa-ji in tlic jneanllme 
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returned to the royal palace, and failed not to attend 
at the second audience. When all the chiefs were 
assembled, performing the salaam with marked 
respect, ho thus addressed the Raja : — 

“ 0 most powerful and meroiful of monarchs ! I 
am the bearer of great news j (be my reward suit- 
able !) and claim pardon for interrupting your wise 
council. Behold the day has arrived, whereon the 
gods, delighted Avith your excellence and innumerable 
virtues, have chosen to rcAvard you with their 
extraordinary protection and favom'. While I am 
now speaking, a wonderful prodigy exists Avitliin 
your kingdom, and at no great distance froni your 
royal palace. Within the great cave upon the hill 
side, a penitent, of inconceivable sanctity, has taken 
up his abode ; having, without doubt, descended 
from the dwelling-place of the divine Yishnu. 
Steeped in profound meditation upon the perfections 
of- the great Para-Brahma, he is wholly insensible 
to all terrestrial objects ; taking no other nourish- 
ment than the air he breathes. I have had evidence, 
that none of those objects Avhich affect the senses of 
ordinary persons, make the slightest impression 
upon him; in fact, it is apparent that the mortal 
body alone of this sanctified being exists upon this 
earth ; while his soul, his thoughts, all his affections, 
are absorbed in divinity. We cannot doubt, but 
that the gods, in sending him to visit your kingdom, 
design for you an unequivocal proof, in the ej’^es of 
all the world, of their peculiar favour and love, both 
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to you and to your subjects. Be pleased to signify 
your pleasure.” ' - , 

. The Raja . and his -u’holc court liad listened to 
Apa-ji throughout -svith earnest attention, and now 
remained suspended in deep amazement, and inward 
joy j but the Raja soon made known his determina- 
tion' to visit the illustrious stranger, -n-ith all possible 
pomp,, and to implore his blessing. Ere the sun 
was in the zenith, the royal procession, i\nth the 
whole court, attended by the entire army, set forth 
to the cavern; the royal trumpets sounding in all 
directions, to make known the object of this ado, 
and inviting all persons whatsoever to be present. 
As they drew near the cavern, the numbers swelled 
on all sides to a vast concourse ; such, indeed, as had 
never before been seen in that country ; but the joy 
of every heart was seen reflected in every face, at 
the distinguished honour thus put upon their prince 
by the gods themselves, aud at the prospect of wealth 
and abundance which opened to the view of every 
one. The Raja, -with his glorious suite, had ascended 
the hill, and now approached the cavern, where the 
wmnderful Jogi sojouracd. Already penetrated with 
religious awe, but upheld bj' his zeal, the Raja entered 
the retreat of the holy man, "with every demonstration 
of reverence and .submission. TJicro ho beheld thu 
object of his veneration, in a remote corner. lie 
paused a'lvhilc, and gazed at him in .silence. A fonn 
like that of a statno, rigid and motionlc-'s, was seated 
upon the sacred skin of the antelope, with a pitcher 
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of holy wnlcr on one ijhlc, and a hainhon rod of hovcii 
knot^ on the other. face \vnfl deject, and its 
eyes fix«'d vacantly njwn the srronnd. One hand 
r«,'stc<l njnm the crown of its head, the other kept 
the no'ttrils cIohihI. The whole fitnu-e was ap))atx>ntly 
a« inaniinate ns the rock heneath it. The Ilaja 
Im'aihcd (jnickly wdth reverential dread. Ho drew 
near to the hcaven-choscn dogi, and thrice j)erfonncd 
.•V hnmhle prostration. With a Irinnhling voice he 
thus addre?st>il jt, ; — 

“ All-wi'se and ]mwerfnl dogi, now npon the 
threshold of divinity. Blessed, indeed, ho my dcstinj’, 
which has prolonged my existence to this ansjneious 
»lay, when I am permitted to enjoy the ineflahlc felicity 
of hoholdiug your holy foot. The glory which I 
acquire, hy looking npon yonr hencficcnt countenance, 
infinitely exceeds the puhlic rcnowai which emhlazons 
the grc.at virtues of other men. 1 low have I deserved 
so distinguished a mark of divine approbation ? 
Surely I can altrihutc it only to the merits of my 
.ancestors, or to some accopt.ahlc work which I may 
have been enabled to perform in a preceding gene- 
ration, the memory whereof no longer remains to me. 
But, however obtained, this glorious hour, in which 
I first behold the lustre of yonr hallowed feet, is hy 
far the happiest of my existence. Henceforth, I can 
have nothing to covet in this world. It is sufficient 
for any mortal to have seen that inspired form ; for 
so beatific a vision will assuredly blot out the sins of 
all beholders, committed cither in this or in any 
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pieceding generation. Noiv do I esteem injself as 
pure as the sacred stream of the Ganges, and have 
nothing more to desire upon c.arth." 

The profound Jo^ received this flattering speech 
from the royal tongue, -vvithout manifesting the 
slightest emotion ; every muscle remained inflexible. 
All the spectators -wore amazed, and could onl}- 
admire, in silent eloquence, the wonderful sanctity 
and holj' abstraction of that being, who could receive 
the submissive addi’csses of their reno^vned Raja, 
without even deigning to cast a glance of approbation 
towards him. IVcll might it be said, thought they, 
that the empty fr.arae of the venerable Jogi dwelt 
upon the carfh, while his son], his thoughts, all his 
affections, had been re-united to Para-Brahma ! 
Krishnaraia continued to gaze in admiration, and 
frequently essayed, by renewed adulation and com- 
pliment, to gain but a single look, or breath of 
approval, from the saintly Jogi ; but that wonderful 
being remained absorbed in contemplation of visions 
extra-immdane. At length, when importunily and 
perseverance .appeared alike incflbctual, the Raja was 
about to take his Icrivc; but the huhhhi Apa-ji 
interposed : — 

“Most gracious monarch,” said ho, “the first 
sight of this holy personage, who will lionceforw.'Srd 
become the object of oxteordinary veneration to the 
whole world, is, surely au event never to be forgotten, 
and sbould require no incmcufo; still, as you have 
not yet succeeded in obtaining his special notice and 
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blessing, it ^v411, perchance, be well to seize the 
present opportunity of securing some relic of his 
inestimably precious person ; if it were no more 
than one of the hairs which you see growing sc 
profusely about him.” 

Krishnaraia being greatly delighted at this 
thoughtful suggestion, commended his huhkshi, and 
immediately advancing with suitable awe, plucked 
a hair from the shaggy breast of the Jogi. He pressed 
it to his lips, and kissed it fervently, saying — “ I 
will enshrine it in an amulet of pure gold, set with 
the most costly gems ; and I will always wear it 
suspended from my neck, as the most precious of my 
ornaments. It shall be an heir-loom in our house, 
a talisman against aU evil, the source of peiy)etua] 
prosperity.” 

Now the ministers and courtiers who attended the 
Raja could not refrain from possessing themselves of 
a similar treasure ; and each plucked a hair from the 
breast of the meditative Jogi, to be preserved as a 
sacred relic for future generations. Likewise the 
vast multitude who now filled the plain, hearing, by 
degrees, what had been passing in the cave, thronged 
around the entrance, burning with anxiety to secure 
a similar advantage; and when the Raja had de- 
parted, each plucked his treasure, until scarce a hair 
was left upon the tortured goatherd — the sanctified 
penitent. But he endured all with utter indifference ; 
nor winced, nor sighed, nor faltered in bfs steadfast 
gaze. 
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Upon his retxim to the royal palace, the good Raja 
Kxishnaraia related to his eager ■v\'ivcs the ^vholc 
history of his adventures, and sho-n-ed them the 
wonderful relic which he had stolen from the person 
of the godlike Jogi. They listened and hcheld, with 
inconceivahle curiosity and delight; and implored, 
with womanly importunity, that, on so extraordi- 
nary an occasion, their beloved prince and master 
would be pleased to release them from the restric- 
tions of custom, and permit them to make a visit to 
the famous recluse ; or, at least, that he might he 
brought into their presence, so that they might each 
pluck a hair (if any remained) from his body witli 
their own hands. ICrishnaraia of course raised 
many difficulties in the way of these unconventional 
desii’es ; but, being hotly driven from objection to 
objection, ho at last consented to gratify them ; and 
for the purpose of doing due honour to the Jogi, he 
again ordered out his entire retinue, with all Ins 
force of horse and foot, to serve as an escort. On 
their arrival at the cavern, which was still surrounded 
by a largo concourse of persons, who had not yet 
been able to procure a hair, the chiefs dismonnte<l, 
and prostrating themselves before the Jogi, unfoldevl 
their mission. Then, receiving no token, they took 
up tho motionless penitent in their arms, with grcuit 
reverence, and placed him in a superb now palanquin 
of state, in the same posture as that in which they 
had found him. The Jogi was thus condiictrd through 
the principal streets of tlio city, attended by an in- 



JtERAT . 


241 


numeralilG host of people, who made the heavens 
resound with the impassioned fervour of their joyful 
acclamations. Poor goatherd ! ho sat immoveable, 
still sustaining his assumed character with admir- 
able fortitude, although ho was, in truth, faint with 
hunger, and the entire surface of his body had 
become suffused ■\vith blood, by the perpetual pluck- 
ing of the hairs. Alas ! he had little enjoyment in 
his trmmphant honours, and the bag of ten thousand 
rupees in perspective would have been insufficient to 
have restrained him from betraying himself and his 
master, had it not been for the fear of a cruel 
punishment. In his own mind, ho could not but 
continually repeat, — “ Why should I be thus com- 
pelled to carry on this villanous trick, in the midst 
of pain and misery? Would that I were once more 
in company with ray poor deserted goats, who may, 
ere this, have become a prey to the wild beasts. I 
would rather encounter a tiger, than be persecuted 
by this noisy multitude. Had I been with my 
flock, I should have been blessed with three hearty 
meals ; whereas, now, I have fasted well-nigh to 
death, and know not when I may be relieved.” 

While these comfortless thoughts were passing 
through the mind of the counterfeit Jogi, the pro- 
cession arrived at the royal palace ; and being put 
down in a magnificent apartment, he immediately 
received a visit from the princesses. These beauti- 
ful young women prostrated themselves, one by one, 
^ at his feet ; and, after a pause of silent admiration, 

y 
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each of them would pluck a hair, to he set like the 
Raja’s in a jewel, and ever worn as a chanu. But 
it Avas no easy matter to find one ; the A'cry pate 
Avas absolutelj^ bald : and it Avas only by carefully 
exploring the folds and AA’rinkles, AA-hich a Tcuerable 
heard had lately coAmred, that eacli lady could he 
accommodated AAuth a relic. At last they con- 
cluded their deA'out visit and retired, leaving the 
Jogi still in his attitude of profound meditation, 
from which, however, tlie Raja at last rclicA'cd liim, 
by ordering all the doors to be closed, that he might 
remain undisturbed during the night. 

"RHien all the inhabitants of the palace had 
retired, Apa-ji introduced himself to the poor goat- 
lierd by a secret passage, and taking him to his own 
apartment, he reAvarded him Avith a sumptuous 
banquet, and an earnest of his ten thousand rupees ; 
bidding him return home, and, Avith the dawn of 
day, to resume his accustomed calh'ng, and to main- 
tain a profound secrecy concerning the fraud, until 
ho should receive permission to speak. Poor Bukri- 
Walla ! he did not wait a second bidding, hut got 
him quickly to his humble homo, rcsoh'cd never 
again to act the Jogi. Early on the next morning, 
ICrishnaraia Avent to rencAv his .solicitations to the 
venerable penitent ; but, alas ! ho foimd him not ; 
ho had A'anished, or had mysteriously conveyed 
liimself through the closed doors. The advent and 
departure Avere equally AV’ondcrful ; and the venera- 
tion of all men Avns augmented. IIoav truly felici- 
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tons were all those who had secured a relic ! The 
whole affair continued, for many days, to be the 
only topic of the court, the city, and the country ; 
but it gradually grew stale, and at last was only 
occasionally remembered, like , any other antiquated 
miracle. However, in the interim, the huhkshis 
goatherd . had found great treasure, and he, and all 
his family, dwelt in comparative wealth. 

Some .months after these events, Krisbnaraia was 
reminded of the old proverb, — Jana Manila^ jatra 
Manila ; '' and turning immediately to the hxilikslii^ 
he inquired if he had yet made up his mind touching 
that familiar saying, Apa-ji, who, in truth, bad 
only waited for such an opportunity, first obtained 
the Raja’s permission to speak without reserve, 
deprecating anger, and then, to the astonished court, 
thus declared himself: — Incomparable sovereign! 
your own actions a few months since famished a 
full and striking demonstration of this problem, 
when you condescended to visit the cavern in yonder 
hill, and paid your reverence, you and all your 
people, to the impostor who sojourned there. You 
have graciously given me permission to speak my 
whole mind with impunity ; and now, know all 
men, that the sanctified Jogi was no other than 
the humble goatherd of your majesty’s more humble 
slave, Apa-ji; a being souseless and uncultivated, as 
to approach to utter stupidity. Such is the person- 
age whom you and your court, upon the strength 
of my naked assertion, have loaded with hoiv • 
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almost divine, and have elevated to the rank of a 
saint. The credulous multitude, without thoimht or 
question, blindly followed your example ; and, 
without any knowledge of the object of its adoration, 
ran with you into the excess of fanatical zeal, in 
favour of an abject goatherd, low-bora, uneducated, 
well-nigh a fool. From this convincing instance all 
the world must bo satisfied that conventional insti- 
tutions are matters of example and habit, varnished 
over with prejudice ; and that it is not so mucli the 
absurd usages of any country which should incur our 
ridicule, as the persons who blindly practise them." 

Krishnar.aia, like a wise sovereign, took in good 
part the pointed and ingenious conceit which Apa-ji 
had so boldly adopted, to enlighten his mind upon a 
matter so important and abstruse ; and ho beheld his 
excellent hulili^ld with renewed favour, after ho had 
recovered from his surprise, Jloreover, lie con- 
tinued ever after to regard him ns his most faithful 
subject and friend. Yet, without doubt, should 
another goatherd have been presented to him in the 
disguise of a .logi, the farce would have been 
I'epcated. 
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